The Contradiction of God
Why Everything You Thought
You Knew About God is Wrong
Danny Clark
Zachary Clark

The Contradiction of God
Why Everything You Thought
You Knew About God is Wrong
Danny Clark
Zachary Clark

Published by Danny Clark
2014

The Contradiction of God
Copyright © 2014 Danny Clark
All rights reserved. This book or any portion thereof may not be
reproduced or used in any manner whatsoever without the express
written permission of the publisher except for the use of brief quotations
in a book review or scholarly journal.
First printing in 2014
ISBN-13: 978–1–312–35231–5
The Contradiction of God
P.O. Box 312407
New Braunfels, Texas 78130
This book is available for free download at TheContradictionOfGod.org
All scripture quotations taken from the King James version of the Bible.
All Greek definitions taken from Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance.
Bible verses are typeset in block-quote format:
For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.
( John 3:16)
And also in inline format like so: he gave his only begotten Son.

Contents

I

The Difference

1 The Declaration of the Difference

5
7

2 The Doubt of the Difference

11

3 The Distance of the Difference

17

4 The Determination of the Difference

21

5 The Dialogue of the Difference

27

6 The Divide of the Difference

31

7 The Domain of the Difference

41

8 The Discipline of the Difference

47

9 The Disguise of the Difference

55

10 The Death of the Difference

85

11 The Denial of the Difference

127

II

The Contradiction

12 The Contradiction of Life

139
143

The Contradiction of God
13 The Contradiction of Blessing

157

14 The Contradiction of Repentance

187

15 The Contradiction of Sin

245

16 The Contradiction of Faith and Righteousness

259

17 The Contradiction of Judgment

295

18 The Contradiction of God

315

The Contradiction of God
Why Everything You Thought
You Knew About God is Wrong

God doesn’t think like you.
And you don’t think like God.
And to hear God tell it – the difference – is not even close.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
Neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are my ways higher than your ways,
And my thoughts higher than your thoughts.
(Isaiah 55:8–9)
Mine aren’t yours.
Yours aren’t mine.
And ours aren’t even close.
That pretty much sums up the way God tells it.
In fact, to hear God tell it, God Himself thinks that God Himself is the
only real authority on the subject of God Himself. And if that’s true, then
of course, that means absolutely nobody else is. Not even you.
And to hear God tell it, God fancies Himself to be the only “real expert on
God” in the room.
Which room? To hear God tell it – every room.
1
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And to hear God tell it, as difficult as it might be for some people to believe,
God actually thinks He knows some things about Himself that the other
smart guys in the room don’t.
Go figure. Real experts are just quirky like that sometimes.
In fact, to hear God tell it, He has this one particular and peculiar notion
about Himself that none of the other “experts” even seem to be aware of:
God thinks it’s impossible to overestimate the difference between the way
He thinks and the way you think.
No, not the likeness between His thoughts and your thoughts – but the
completely unimaginable and utterly inestimable difference.
But then again, that’s just how God tells it. You, of course, may disagree.
Apparently, most people do. Especially the other experts in the room.
But even if you do disagree, you’ll have to admit, His authoritative “opinion”
in this case is based on what appears at first glance to be a couple of fairly
sound premises:
Number one, that He’s God.
And number two, that you’re not.
And according to His very own expert opinion, His thoughts are actually
those not closest to your own as the other experts would likely tell you, but
rather, those that lie at the absolute greatest possible distance. Further away
from your own thoughts than you could ever have possibly imagined.
Imagine that.
No, on second thought, the only real Expert in the room insists that you
can’t imagine that. Even if you try.
In fact, by God’s very own expert calculation, His thoughts and your thoughts
are so completely un-alike, that even the most remote similarity between
them could only exist in your imagination. And absolutely nowhere else.
In what may be the most shocking and understated revelation ever made,
the prophet Isaiah declares on behalf of God what you could never possibly
have known before he told you. And what you are likely not to believe, even
after he’s told you: that the deepest and most unspannable divide that has
ever existed between any two things lies precisely between God’s thoughts
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and your thoughts, permanently fixed in place by the two simple words are
not: God’s very own unimpeachable Self-Expert testimony that, as long as
the heavens remain higher than the earth, His thoughts will never be your
thoughts – and your thoughts will never be His.
In six of the simplest words ever spoken, God makes it perfectly clear to
even the simplest among us that He actually thinks the very thought about
you that, ironically, you could never possibly have thought about Him:
My thoughts – are not – your thoughts.
And if that thought doesn’t completely astonish you beyond thought, it’s
because you’re failing to grasp the magnitude of what the only real Expert
in the room is actually saying.
It would be one thing if God were simply making the statement that between His thoughts and your thoughts, the likeness is limited. That claim
would be one with which almost everyone would likely agree. But unfortunately, that’s not even remotely close to what He’s saying.
Through the prophet Isaiah, God is making an altogether different and
unimaginably larger claim concerning His thoughts and your thoughts. He
is not merely asserting that the likeness between them is limited. On the
contrary.
He is very matter-of-factly stating that the difference between them is infinite.
And that claim – of an unchangeably infinite difference between every thought
that God thinks and every thought that you think – is one with which almost no one is likely to agree. Especially not the other experts in the room.
And that’s why it’s probably not even close to what your pastor thinks.
Or what your favorite TV preacher thinks.
Or what any of your church friends think.
Or even what you yourself think.
But that doesn’t seem to bother Isaiah in the least. Because according to
him – that’s still – exactly and only – what God Himself thinks.
And here’s what you always want to keep in mind whenever you think about
what God thinks:
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It doesn’t matter how much you differ with what God thinks.
Or how brilliantly you argue against what God thinks.
Or even if, when all is said and done, you and the whole wide world – and
the TV preacher – stand unitedly opposed to what God thinks.
Because He’s God and you’re not – in the end – the only thing that counts
is what God thinks.
So without even bothering to ask what you or the TV preacher thinks, the
prophet Isaiah announces to the whole wide world what God Himself really
thinks – about what you and everybody else thinks:
My thoughts are not your thoughts, declares the only real Expert in the
room.
And the difference is not even close.

Part I

The Difference
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Chapter 1
The Declaration of the Difference
The way God thinks is so inconceivably different than the way you think
that, according to God Himself, in order to come even remotely close to
comprehending it, you would need to compare that difference with a particularly large distance. In this case, the distance between the earth and the
heavens.
No, not the distance between the earth and the clouds. That’s not the heavens He’s referring to. Think farther. And not even the distance between the
earth and the most distant star you can see on a clear dark night. That’s still
not far enough.
Instead, to accurately understand the difference between the way He thinks
and the way you think, God the Expert Himself says that you would need to
measure the distance between where you stand right now – and the absolute
end of the universe.
According to its definition, the Hebrew word for “heavens,” shamayim, includes not just the clouds and the planets and the stars, but the whole universe, from stem to stern, stretching all the way to where God Himself
dwells in His Heaven.
Because it is, without question, the most foreign of any thought that has
ever even attempted to cross your mind, it is impossible to appreciate the
grandness of the scope with which Isaiah declares the mind of God concerning the difference in the way that He thinks.
7
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In an object lesson so big that only a measurement of all existing matter
and space could provide an adequate point of comparison, God juxtaposes
the way He thinks with the way you think, and formally announces His
astonishing conclusion:
My thoughts are not your thoughts. None of them. Not one of them. Not at
any time. Never. There is no overlap between the way you think and the way I
think. You don’t miss thinking like Me by just a little, here and there, now and
again. You miss it everywhere. Every time. By precisely an entire universe.
If you had asked Isaiah the question, “How does God think?” his unblinking answer would have been, “The way you don’t think.” Or, he might have
said, “If God’s thinking it... you’re not.” Or, “If you’re thinking it... God’s
not.”
It simply couldn’t be more plain. And it plainly couldn’t be more simple:
My thoughts, declares God, are not your thoughts. Not even close.
That means that, if God doesn’t tell you His thoughts, you cannot know
them. And no amount of effort on your part will ever allow you to figure
them out. Neither will you ever randomly or accidentally stumble across
them.
You cannot and will not, on your own, ever rise to His level of thinking.
And because He doesn’t think like anybody else you know, forget about
asking them. Your friends can’t tell you what He’s thinking either.
Your thoughts contain no premises from which any of God’s conclusions
would ever logically follow. And because of that, when He does tell you
something, if it doesn’t surprise you and astonish you and cause you to exclaim, “No way that can possibly be true!” – then you either misunderstood
what He said – or it wasn’t Him Who said it.
For it to be otherwise, He would have to think like you, and you like Him.
And He doesn’t. And you don’t. Not by an entire universe.
Admittedly, that’s not only a hard concept to grasp, but an even harder one
to believe. Because that’s nothing at all like what you’ve ever been told. In
fact, all your life you’ve been instructed to believe exactly the opposite: that
if you listen to the voice inside of you, if you plumb the depths of your own
dreams and desires, if you will only stay true to your own vision, then in
the end, it will have been God’s voice you were hearing and obeying.
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Nothing – and I mean nothing in the entire universe – could be further
from the truth.
God’s thoughts are, by His very own definition, “not-your-thoughts.”
And your thoughts are, by that very same definition, “not-His-thoughts.”
Between His thoughts and your thoughts lies a vast and unbridgeable gulf
of absolute and mutual exclusion.
And here’s the real mind-bender for your consideration:
The very thought that says, My thoughts are not your thoughts – is not your
thought. It’s His thought. You didn’t think of that. He did.
And because it’s His thought and not your thought, it’s not just that you
wouldn’t be thinking it right now – you actually couldn’t be thinking it right
now – or ever for that matter – if He hadn’t just now told you.
And as you think the thought, “His thoughts are not my thoughts,” in what
has to be the strangest and most astonishing irony of all, you will actually
be thinking, finally, for certain, perhaps for the very first time ever in your
entire life, the very thought that God Himself is thinking.
And that’s why, until you’ve thought that particular thought – or some
equivalent form of that particular thought – everything else you think you
know about God is guaranteed to be wrong. By precisely an entire universe.
At least, that’s the way God tells it. You, of course, may disagree.
Apparently, most people do.

Chapter 2
The Doubt of the Difference
To some, it may seem an implausible notion that God’s thoughts are somehow altogether unknowably different than their own. That even in a thousand lifetimes of thinking, apart from His Self-revelation, not even one of
His thoughts would ever, or even could ever, come within an entire universe
of their own thoughts.
But for those of you who might doubt that it could possibly be so, try considering it as a simple matter of logic.
If God says, My thoughts are not your thoughts – and He does say that –
and you on the other hand say, “Oh yes they are!” – what did you just
prove beyond a doubt?
That’s right: you just proved that His thoughts are not your thoughts.
Because if God says one thing, and you say the opposite, it’s called a disagreement. And since disagreements are always about not thinking the
same thoughts, the fact that you have one with God over this is proof that
His thoughts are indeed not your thoughts. And that seems logical enough.
But if, on the other hand, when God says, My thoughts are not your thoughts,
you reply instead, “That’s exactly what I’ve always thought, and I agree with
God” – now what did you just prove beyond a doubt?
That’s right: you just proved again, even more plainly, that His thoughts
are not your thoughts.
11
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Only this time, surprisingly, it’s your agreement with God that proves your
disagreement with God. Because in order to agree with God, your thoughts
would have to be the same as His thoughts. And while He’s insisting “they’re
not” – at the very same time – you’re insisting “they are.” And that’s just the
same disagreement as above, disguised now as an agreement. So again, His
thoughts are still not your thoughts. And that’s also logical enough.
But if, on the other hand, when God says, My thoughts are not your thoughts,
you say, “After hearing what God says, of course, I agree with Him now.
And because I agree with Him now, now His thoughts are my thoughts” –
now what did you just prove beyond a doubt?
That’s right: you actually just offered the strongest proof yet that His thoughts
are not your thoughts.
First, because receiving a thought from someone else is not the same as conceiving that thought yourself. And if you had to change your mind after
hearing His thoughts in order to agree with Him, then obviously, your
thoughts and His thoughts were not the same before you changed your
mind.
And second, simply agreeing with what someone says, after they say it to
you, doesn’t mean that you think like them either.
Even if you do agree with Einstein’s theory of relativity after you hear it, that
still doesn’t mean you think like Einstein. Because you didn’t think it up.
Einstein did. You don’t get credit for that theory. Einstein does.
That’s why we call it “Einstein’s theory” and not “Bob’s theory.”
And that’s why, even after you do agree with it, we never change and start
calling it, “Einstein’s and Bob’s theory.” Even if you really want us to. Don’t
get confused. It’s still, always and only, just “Einstein’s theory,” and you’re
still, always and only, just borrowing Einstein’s theory from Einstein.
Same thing with God.
Even if you do agree with God’s thoughts after you hear them, that still
doesn’t mean you think like God. Because you didn’t think them up. God
did. You don’t get credit for those thoughts. God does.
That’s why we call them “God’s thoughts” and not “Bob’s thoughts.”
And that’s why, even after you do agree with them, we never change and
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start calling them “God’s and Bob’s thoughts.” Even if you really want us
to. Don’t get confused. They’re still, always and only, just “God’s thoughts,”
and you’re still, always and only, just borrowing God’s thoughts from God.
And just in case you forgot, God’s thoughts are even more different from
your own than Einstein’s are. Different by an entire universe. And even
more surprisingly, God’s thoughts are different from Einstein’s thoughts by
exactly the same amount. And if you think you’d look foolish if you tried to
claim the thoughts you borrowed from Einstein as your very own, what do
you think you look like when you try to claim the thoughts you borrowed
from God?
And if you really stop and think about it, even obeying God’s thoughts doesn’t
mean that you think like God. Your dog obeys your thoughts, for goodness’
sake, and he doesn’t think like you. And if he does, that probably says more
about you than it does about your dog.
And if you keep those things firmly in mind, you’ll never forget, like some
people apparently do, that you’re not really an Einstein. And if you keep
those things firmly in mind, you’ll also never forget, like some people apparently do, that you’re not really God.
And that’s a very good thing to remember. Because when you do forget,
that really irritates Einstein. And you don’t have to be an Einstein to figure
out that it also really irritates God. And that’s altogether logical as well.
But if on the other hand, when God says, My thoughts are not your thoughts,
you say, “Well it’s quite obvious to me, as a studious student of the Bible,
that anyone who would say that I don’t think like God really doesn’t know
his scriptures quite as well as he thinks he does. If he did, he’d know that
the apostle Paul says, We have the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16).
So you see, we actually do think like God after all. Isaiah might not have
had the mind of Christ, but I certainly do” – now what did you just prove
beyond a doubt?
That’s right: you just gave the strongest proof yet that, at least in Isaiah’s
mind, you actually might be the biggest moron on the entire planet.
Because if you really do have the mind of Christ like you say you do, then
tell us quickly – what is Christ thinking right now? At this very moment?
Tell us everything He’s thinking. Right now. At this very moment. Not
just one thought. Tell us all His thoughts. In order. From beginning to
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end. And not just on this subject, but on all subjects. And not just for the
present time, but for all time. Tell us all the past, all the present, and all the
future. Especially all the future. I can’t wait to hear that. I’ve got so many
questions.
And while you’re at it, since you say you have the very mind of Christ Himself, just go ahead and tell us absolutely everything about absolutely everything. And don’t leave out next week’s winning lotto numbers. Since Christ
knows everything, and you have His mind, then obviously, you know everything too. Right?
And since you have the all-knowing mind of Christ, tell me quickly: where
did I lose my favorite pair of red socks? You remember. When I was nine.
Christ knows, and obviously now that you have His mind, you do too. I
thought I was going to have to wait and ask Him personally, but now I can
ask you instead. This is great!
But wait. Before you get started telling us the entire mind of Christ that
you insist you have – do us all a big favor. Please make sure when you’re
finished that we, and especially Isaiah, don’t wind up thinking that He is as
much of an idiot as we’re almost certain to think that you are. OK? Christ
and all the rest of us will appreciate that so much. And that’s absolutely,
categorically, 100% logical.
But, on the other hand, when God says, My thoughts are not your thoughts,
you might just break down and say, “To heck with all this logic. This just
doesn’t feel right. And what does Isaiah know anyway? Who made him the
big Know-It-All-Of-Everything about what God thinks and what I think?
“After all, there are plenty of other preachers out there, more successful than
Isaiah ever dreamed of being, who totally disagree with him.
“They say that I do think like God. And they say that God does think like
me.
“In fact, week after wonderful week, they give me their own personal assurances that God’s thoughts and my thoughts are virtually indistinguishable
from each other.
“They tell me that my biggest big dreams are actually God’s biggest big
dreams inside of me. And that His biggest and best thoughts about me
are actually tucked right inside my biggest and best thoughts about myself,
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so that He can give me my biggest and best life now. And I like that way of
thinking way better than Isaiah’s way of thinking.
“And besides that, millions of people listen to these guys every week. And
you don’t get to be that successful by being wrong, do you? According to
them, maybe Isaiah should have just dreamed a little bigger!
“Why shouldn’t I believe them instead of that stodgy old, small-minded
Isaiah, who keeps insisting that God and I never think alike?”
Well... if you had mentioned to Isaiah in passing that some incredibly credible sources had assured you that, contrary to his own mistaken notion, you
and God actually do think alike – here’s how he might have suggested you
test that idea – because after all, if you really do “think” just like God, then
obviously, you’ll also “act” just like God. Right?
So here’s what you need to do:
On some clear dark night – when you’re deep in the throes of one of those
Ain’t-it-great-that-God-and-me-always-think-just-alike ecstasies – look straight
up into the heavens, point your finger right at the most distant group of
stars you can see, and say out loud:
“Oh, by the way God... I was just about to create that cute little cluster
right up there myself... but I can see now that You already beat me to it...
I’ll get the next one.”
If you can say that to God – and make Him believe it – then all those other
preachers must be right!
Congratulations!
You really do think “just like God”!
Otherwise... you don’t.
And by the way: logic may not be an absolute requirement to really understand this stuff... but sanity is.

Chapter 3
The Distance of the Difference
Notwithstanding what any other “prophet” may have told you to the contrary, Isaiah insists that the way God thinks really is totally, radically, and
categorically different than the way you think. Different as in higher. And
higher by a universe.
And it follows right along that, if by God’s own Expert reckoning there exists an entire universe of difference between all of His thinking and yours –
then the same universe of difference must exist between all of your thinking
and His. This highway runs in both directions, day and night:
He doesn’t think anything like you. Ever. And you don’t think anything
like Him. Ever.
And just as the measurement from where you now stand to the very end of
the universe represents the absolute largest distance that can possibly exist
between any two physical objects, so also, Isaiah informs us, the measurement between the way God thinks and the way you think represents the
absolute largest difference that can possibly exist between any two spiritual
objects.
As is the distance, so is the difference.
So... with that in mind, exactly how far is it from where you stand right
now, to the absolute end of the universe?
Get out your ruler and let’s measure it.
17
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Recently, through the Hubble telescope, astronomers gave us our deepest
look into space to date, some 13 billion light-years away. That’s an astonishing distance! Take light, traveling at 186,000 miles per second, or 671
million miles per hour, and multiply that by one year of travel time. At that
speed, one year of seconds will put us well over five trillion miles down the
road!
But don’t stop there. We’re just getting started. Multiply that number
again times a staggering 13 billion years of seconds. Now we’re really getting
somewhere!
And if you’re in the process of stretching your tape to the very end of the
universe like I asked you to, after 13 billion light-years of measuring, you
will certainly have earned the right to ask, “Are we there yet?”
But unfortunately, the answer will be, “Nope. Sorry. We’re not even close.”
I hope you brought your lunch, because this could take a while. We’ve
barely even begun to measure the distance. And consequently, we’ve barely
even begun to appreciate the difference.
And actually, if you really stop and think about it, when it comes to measuring all the way to the very end of the universe – 13 billion light-years
really doesn’t take you that far.
In fact, if you really stop and think about it, by comparison to your ultimate
goal, it really doesn’t take you anywhere at all.
In fact, if you really stop and think about it, it’s actually such a small distance
when compared to the whole, that it basically leaves you still parked in your
driveway, just thinking about thinking about measuring to the very end of
the universe.
At a mere 13 billion light-years of measuring, if you really stop and think
about it – you haven’t even left your house yet!
So, instead of measuring any further, just go ahead and hit the retract button on your ruler, and let’s quit right here. No need to go on.
Because even as technologically and scientifically sophisticated as we are
today, thousands of years after Isaiah first uttered his proclamation, the
distance from here to the very end of the universe still cannot be calculated.
It’s just not possible. They don’t make rulers that long. And they never will.

The Distance of the Difference

19

And so we are left to describe it in the same unsophisticated and unscientific
way that all those Hubble-less men of old did, as they gazed up into the
heavens and pondered the prophets words:
The distance from here to there is, quite simply, immeasurable.
And that’s God’s whole point: as the distance is immeasurable, so is the
difference.
There is not just a world of difference between His thinking and yours.
There is an entire immeasurable universe of difference.
And that entire immeasurable universe of difference lies directly between
every thought that He thinks and every thought that you think.
Every single thought. Every single time. Without one single exception.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.
Every thought. Every time. Without exception.
And that fact, if you really understood it, would astonish you beyond measure!

Chapter 4
The Determination of the
Difference
Just recently, a work was discovered in a Swiss vault that may be a 500year-old lost masterpiece of Leonardo da Vinci. And what did the finders
do? Why, they called in the experts to authenticate it, of course; to search
for those particular characteristics that will determine, without a doubt,
whether or not it’s genuine.
And though most people would have no idea what the marks of authenticity
in a Da Vinci painting might be, it’s safe to assume that the experts do.
We trust their conclusions because they know what to look for and will
recognize it when they see it. That’s why they’re the experts.
But suppose we called in the experts not on Da Vinci paintings, but on
something far more valuable: the very thoughts of God Himself.
How would our experts on the thoughts of God go about establishing whether
or not a particular interpretation that we had found tucked away in some
Swiss vault was really a 500 year old lost masterpiece of God? What would
be the special and unique characteristics that would confirm beyond a doubt
that our understanding of His thoughts was authentic?
Let me pause right here to note that experts on the thoughts of God seem
to abound these days. There’s one on every corner. And ten on every cable
21
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channel. They constantly assure you of their own expertise as they carefully
make their examinations, declaring this thought to be authentically God’s,
and that thought to be an obvious fraud. “Trust me,” they say. “I know
what to look for and I’ll recognize it when I see it.”
But one word of warning: if your chosen expert on the thoughts of God
doesn’t start right here, exactly where the prophet Isaiah instructs him to,
searching diligently to find not the likenesses between God’s thoughts and
your thoughts, but the immeasurable-by-a-universe differences, then beware:
That masterpiece you have hanging in your spiritual gallery – might turn
out to be nothing more than a cheap forgery.
The process of determining authenticity in anything of value is always a
search for similarities based on some accepted standard of comparison. To
make their determination, our experts would need something already known
to be authentic with which to compare the thoughts of God.
But therein lies the problem.
Da Vinci expressed his thoughts in many paintings. God expressed His, so
to speak, in only One. To authenticate a Da Vinci, you just need another
Da Vinci. To authenticate God, you just need another... well, you see the
problem. It’s a little more complicated than that with God.
Why? Because, God informs us through Isaiah, in no uncertain terms, that
there simply is nothing ‘like’ His thoughts – anywhere. Nowhere in the
entire universe is there anything authentically-like God’s thoughts, outside
of God’s thoughts themselves.
Remember? My thoughts are not your thoughts. Not once. Not ever. No
exceptions.
And that’s a real problem. In order for our experts to give an accurate confirmation, there must be a separate standard, because for reasons that are
obvious, you cannot compare a thing to itself in order to authenticate it.
Unfortunately however, there isn’t one single original thought of anyone
else, at any time, or any place, in all of human history, like God’s thoughts
but still separate, with which we might compare His to find the needed
similarities for our own authentication.
Nope. Sorry. Your thoughts, no matter how lofty they may be, still don’t
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quite measure up.
My thoughts, says God, are not your thoughts. They aren’t now your thoughts,
nor have they ever been your thoughts. Not a single one. Not a single time.
Not a single exception.
There just isn’t any outside, independent, stand-alone comparison anywhere
to be found. So... what would our experts do?
In this unique one-in-a-universe kind of situation, with the tool of comparison rendered completely useless, our experts would be left with only one
choice: they would be forced to authenticate our understanding of God’s
thoughts using only the tool of contrast.
And here’s how that would work: imagine a universe where all of the paintings in all of existence were all Da Vincis – except for One.
All of the Da Vinci paintings would share in common all of the exact same
characteristics with all of the other Da Vincis – but no resemblance whatsoever to the One that was different. All of the Da Vincis would be easily recognized and easily authenticated by their comparative likenesses and
similarities to all of the other Da Vincis.
However, in our search for the One, we would know that It could only be
authenticated by It’s unique quality of un-likeness and dissimilarity to all of
the others. Every one that looked like all the others would automatically,
without a second thought, be rejected as not-the-One.
So it is with God’s thoughts. Listen very carefully:
Isaiah tells us that, of all the thoughts that have ever been thought by all the
men who have ever lived – and of all the thoughts that will ever be thought
by all the men who are yet to live – none of them – not one single one of them
– will ever be found to be like His thoughts.
Because, My thoughts, says God, are not your thoughts. Not one. Not ever.
No exceptions.
In a world filled with uncertainty, this is the one single thing of which you
may be absolutely sure beyond any doubt: God guarantees, through Isaiah, by His very own unalterable utterance, an “un-changing un-likeness”
between His thoughts and your thoughts.
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And because of that guarantee, here is the most astonishing conclusion you
could never have even imagined apart from Isaiah’s revelation:
Even if you don’t know for certain what God thinks, you can always know
for certain what God does not think:
God does not think – never has thought and never could think – what you
think He thinks.
Because, God says, My thoughts – are not – your thoughts. Not one. Not
ever. No exceptions.
And that thought changes absolutely every other thought. Because that
means any thoughts ‘like’ your thoughts could never be any of His thoughts.
And that means every one of God’s thoughts, when laid beside every one of
your thoughts – even your best thoughts – especially your best thoughts –
must evidence a difference from your own before they can be authenticated
as genuinely His.
Not a likeness to your own thoughts, but a difference. And that difference
must be a big difference. An exceedingly enormous difference.
And just how big must that difference be? Listen very carefully:
It must be a difference big enough to justify the fact that, in God’s very
own Expert ‘opinion,’ the only thing big enough in the entire universe to
accurately represent the difference between His thinking and yours – is the
entire universe itself!
That means, if you can’t find the difference between God’s thoughts and
your thoughts, when God Himself could find nothing smaller than the entire universe with which to fittingly compare that difference... then there
are only two possibilities left:
Either God is wrong – in which case, there really is no immeasurable difference between His thoughts and yours – or – you haven’t even been looking
for a difference!
Personally... I’d bet on door number two, myself. Every time.
I’d bet, every time, without exception, you’ve been looking for a “measurable
likeness” between God’s thoughts and your thoughts, instead of an “immeasurable difference.”
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Because if the difference between the way God thinks and the way you
think really is as big as God Himself says it is, then you ought to be able to
find that difference – with one eye tied behind your back.
You do remember, of course, that God Himself is the One and Only Expert
on God Himself. Right?
And God Himself says that your search to authenticate His thoughts must
always be a search for the difference – and only the difference – an entire
immeasurable universe of difference – between every one of His thoughts
and every one of yours.
Do you remember why it could never be a search for the likeness between
His thoughts and your thoughts?
That’s right! Because the Expert says there isn’t any!
Because, My. Thoughts. Are. Not. Your. Thoughts. Not one. Not ever. No
exceptions. End of story.
That’s why a real expert on the thoughts of God would always apply the
“Isaiah test” first – before he did anything else.
And if a rightly conducted test on a thought that possibly belonged to God
produced a positive result, that positive result would always be the same:
“Wow! I’m astonished! That’s not what I would have thought... not by an
entire universe!”
But on the other hand, if the test produced a result of, “Well, of course!
That makes perfect sense to me! That’s exactly what I’ve always thought,
and God and I are in complete agreement,” then a real expert would know,
without even thinking twice, that that could not possibly be what God was
really thinking.
That thought might be my thought or your thought – it might even be an
angel’s thought – but it could never, never under any circumstance, be God’s
thought.
Because, My thoughts are not your thoughts, says God. Not once. Not ever.
No exceptions.
Simply said:
God thinks nothing like you think He thinks.
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That’s what Isaiah thinks.
And if you don’t think like Isaiah thinks, Isaiah thinks you don’t think like
God thinks.
And if you don’t think like God thinks, you need to change the way you
think.
Because neither God nor Isaiah, at this point, is very likely to change the
way they think.

Chapter 5
The Dialogue of the Difference
In the perfect example of just how different God’s thoughts are from your
own, Jesus gave a parable of two men who went up to the temple to pray.
One was a very religious Pharisee and the other a not-so-religious publican.
The Pharisee was like many you probably know. He believed that authentic
spirituality was simply a matter of making sure that God never forgot all of
the things he had in common with Him. And when he went up to the
temple to pray, he got straight down to the serious business of reminding
Him:
He stood, said Jesus, and prayed thus with himself. God I thank thee that
I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this
publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. (Luke
18:12)
How commendable. His long list of self-congratulatory likenesses to God
would have made Isaiah blush. The very idea that God didn’t think like him
and he didn’t think like God simply never crossed his self-admiring mind.
It wasn’t that he had completely failed to find Isaiah’s universe of difference.
He just hadn’t found it between himself and God. He had found it instead,
like many you probably know, between himself and a world fairly brimming
with insufferable sinners. Like this awful publican.
The publican, on the other hand, was the very antithesis of the Pharisee. A
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tax collector for the occupying Romans, he was hated, despised, and reviled
by everyone who knew him. And rightly so.
Unlike the Pharisee however, he, standing afar off, would not so much as lift
up his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast saying, God be merciful
to me a sinner (Luke 18:13).
No laudatory self-congratulations here. No winsome comparisons to lesser
men, even more sinful than himself. Only a painful outpouring of just how
wretchedly wicked he was in his own sight. To his own great shame, he was
in full agreement with Isaiah already.
His very prayer was his confession of acknowledgement that, in his own
eyes, he had nothing whatsoever in common with God. He smote his breast
repeatedly as if to say, “The problem lies in here, with this heart of mine, that
is nothing like Yours.”
Jesus spoke this parable to certain ones who, according to His own description, trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others.
And when He had finished, He proceeded to utter the single most astonishing example of My-thoughts-are-not-your-thoughts that has ever been found
anywhere, before or since:
I tell you, Jesus said, this man went down to his house justified, rather than
the other; for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that
humbleth himself shall be exalted (Luke 18:4).
According to Jesus, it was not the self-sacrificing-twice-a-week faster, not
the “of-all-that-I-possess” tither, not the non-adulterer, not the non-extortionist,
not the non-publican, not the just one – but the sinner – who went down
to his house justified.
And to add astonishment on top of astonishment, according to the words
of Jesus, it wasn’t even the “former sinner” or the “repentant sinner.”
It was simply the God-be-merciful-to-me-a-sinner sinner.
Can you imagine those in Jesus’ audience howling in utter shock and disbelief?
“Did He just say that the unchanged-unrepentant-still-a-sinner sinner goes
home justified before God? Impossible!”
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That was precisely a universe away from what they had expected Him to
say. And unless you’re God – and last time I checked you’re not – that’s
precisely a universe away from what you would have expected Him to say
as well. And if you say it isn’t, you just made God a liar.
Because, God says, My thoughts are not your thoughts. And these are definitely God’s thoughts. So that means they can’t possibly have ever been
your thoughts before you heard them from Jesus.
You may not recognize it, but Jesus just said exactly the opposite of what
you expected Him to say. In fact, He just said exactly the opposite of what
everyone, except God Himself, expected Him to say.
This is not the way you think. This is not the way you have ever thought.
This is the way God thinks. And God’s thoughts are never your thoughts.
Not this time. And not any time. Not this thought. And not any thought.
And if you think that, in ten thousand lifetimes of thinking, you would ever
have come to the same conclusion that He just did, it’s because Isaiah has
failed to convince you that there is an immeasurable-by-a-universe difference that always lies, without exception, between every one of His thoughts
and every one of yours. And in failing to believe Isaiah, you have made both
Isaiah and God liars.
You could never conclude what Jesus just concluded. Because you never
start from where He starts. Not once. Not ever. No exceptions.
Stop thinking that when Jesus speaks, it will ever confirm something you
already knew and already believed. That’s impossible.
Because My thoughts are not your thoughts. Not once. Not ever. No exceptions.
If you think Jesus just said exactly what you would have said in this situation, that just proves beyond any doubt that you don’t really understand
what Jesus just said! Not by an entire universe! Because He just said what
you still can’t imagine saying: He just said that God always chooses the sinner over the righteous!
And even after hearing Him say it right here – clearly and plainly and unambiguously – your mind still can’t accept that that’s what He really means.
Surely He’ll qualify His statement later. Because that just doesn’t make any
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sense at all. Everyone already knows, just by virtue of their own common
sense, that God would never really choose the sinner over the righteous.
Never. Not once. Not ever. No exceptions. Everyone knows that without
even having to think about it. Right?
But this is what you haven’t yet fully grasped. In your entire lifetime, there
will only be two things that you can ever mark down as absolute certainties
without even having to think about them:
God doesn’t think like you. Ever. And you don’t think like God. Ever.
Without these two ideas constantly acting like the powerful corrective lenses
in a pair of glasses, not only will it be impossible for you to see your way
clearly to even a single correct conclusion, but without them, you will blindly,
ignorantly, and arrogantly succeed beyond your wildest dreams – at exactly
what you never intended:
Exactly like the Pharisee, every time without a single exception, you will
take up the position that is precisely the opposite of God’s. And exactly
like the Pharisee, every time without a single exception, you will never even
know it.
Co-mingling God’s thoughts with your own by imagining that even one of
His thoughts is somehow within even a universe of likeness to even one
of yours invariably produces this particular unexpected and contradictory
outcome: wrong will always appear to be exactly right, and right will always
appear to be exactly wrong. Every time. Without exception.
Here, like the Pharisee, if you begin wrong, you are guaranteed to end
wrong. There are not a hundred, or fifty, or even five correct places to start
on your journey to truth. There is only one. And this is it:
God doesn’t think like you. And you don’t think like God. Period.
So put your glasses on.
And keep your glasses on.
Because if you don’t, you will never see what God sees, like God really sees
it.
And the blind will continue to lead the blind until they both fall into the
ditch (Matthew 15:14).

Chapter 6
The Divide of the Difference
Thoughts are always delivered to us in the form of words.
And because words are nothing more than the containers in which thoughts
are transported from one mind to another, as long as they preserve the content of the original thought without leakage or spillage along the way, any
words in any language would serve equally as well as any other to transport
any thought that any thinker thinks. Even God’s thoughts.
However, in the special case of transporting God’s thoughts, we could only
be certain that the particular words used had successfully preserved their
content if, and only if, His thoughts arrived to us with their original immeasurable difference from our own thoughts still intact.
The words would have to pass the “Isaiah test,” exactly like the thoughts did.
Send His thoughts in any size, shape, or color of word-container that you
will, but make sure they arrive to us still containing the same immeasurable
difference from our own with which He originally thought them.
Otherwise, if the truth of His words, upon their arrival to us, was what we
already thought it would be before we heard them – then we would know
for certain that something had been leaked and lost along the way.
That would be the critical test: between the content of His words and the
content of our words, there would have to remain, intact, the same gigantic,
universe-crossing, immeasurable measure of difference that always distin31
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guishes His thoughts from our thoughts.
Thoughts or words, it wouldn’t matter. If on arrival to us, His were not
enormously different than our own – different by an entire universe than
our own – then they could not possibly be His.
Send that word-package back. It could not have come from God.
And very quickly, while we’re on the subject of sending packages back: the
next time some especially spiritual type – any especially spiritual type – tries
to convince you that God sent him to bring you the real straight skinny on
all-things-spiritual, ask him – before he even gets started – Isaiah’s “test
question.”
Ask him if he really understands that there is an entire immeasurable universe of difference between everything God thinks and everything he thinks.
And wait for an answer. If he gives you a blank stare in return – and he
probably will – tell him you left the shower running and you’ll get back
with him later. Much later.
He may want you to think that he’s a college graduate in spiritual matters,
but you’ll know, because Isaiah told you right here, this guy isn’t even out of
grade school. Don’t let him waste one minute of your time pretending he’s
an expert. He’ll have nothing to say to you of any value whatsoever.
All of his paintings may be extraordinary, remarkable, and beautiful Da
Vincis. But they won’t be the one priceless One that you’re really looking
for. Send that word-package back as well. It also could not have come from
God.
Every characteristic, without exception, that appears in God’s thoughts,
must of necessity appear in His words as well. As are His thoughts, so
are His words. There is no difference between them whatsoever.
Therefore, if God’s thoughts are not your thoughts, not by an entire universe, then likewise, His words will not be your words, also, not by an entire
universe. If He doesn’t think anything like you, then there’s no way he talks
anything like you. No way around that simple and logical conclusion.
And because of that, rather than saying, My thoughts are not your thoughts,
God could just as easily and just as truthfully have said through the prophet
Isaiah, My words are not your words. But he didn’t.
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He said that, instead, through Paul.
In response to the question of whether the unbelief of some men in regard
to any of God’s words invalidates the faithfulness of God Himself to any of
His own words, the apostle Paul cries out in protest:
God forbid; Yea, let God be true,
but every man a liar.

(Romans 3:4)

Your thoughts, declares Isaiah, are immeasurably different than God’s. Your
words, declares Paul, are incompatibly different with God’s. Both for precisely the same astonishing reason:
God’s thoughts and words are not your thoughts and words, says Paul, because His are true – and yours are not.
According to the apostle, all of those immeasurable differences that exist
between our thoughts and God’s thoughts – those that we ignore as unimportant or view as simply benign – are in fact, when voiced, categorical,
absolute, and unmitigated lies. They are the dreadful and telling tokens of
an unseen and evil-intentioned estrangement from God.
For God, it has never been about some men’s unbelief, declares Paul. It has
always been about all men’s unbelief:
For God hath concluded them all in unbelief,
that he might have mercy upon all.
(Romans 11:32)
Not that some men are liars, but rather that every man is a liar.
There is none righteous, says Paul, no, not one (Romans 3:10). And there
are none that are not liars; no, not one.
All have sinned and come short of the glory of God, he declares (Romans
3:23). And all are liars and come short of the truth of God.
Every throat is an open sepulchre. And under every mans lips, is the poison
of asps, he proclaims (Romans 3:13). And every man is a liar, and none are
not liars. Every man. Every word. Every time. Without exception.
The immeasurable difference between God’s thinking and our own is finally
unmasked for what it really is: it is the lie.
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Stripped of all its pretense and posture, the foundation of man’s real and
only relationship with God is finally revealed: His thoughts are not our
thoughts, and His words are not our words, because God is true, but every
man is a liar.
And the distance between the truth that He speaks and the lies that we
speak places God and us as far apart as any two things in existence can
possibly be:
Precisely an entire immeasurable universe apart.
And astonishingly, this very idea, that God is true but every man a liar, is,
by Paul’s declaration, the bedrock of all right thinking about God and man.
This is square one. This is ground zero. And according to the apostle, if
you get this wrong, you get everything after this wrong.
This is where you rightly divide and correctly order an entire immeasurable
universe of thought with only one single stroke. With one single line of division, drawn precisely down the middle between God and man, you place
God on one far side of the universe – and man on the other far side of the
universe – and make sure they never touch anywhere in the middle.
God is always true – and man is never true.
And God is never a liar – and man is always a liar.
And that is the real immeasurable difference, says Paul, that currently and
continually exists between God and every man.
This command by the apostle Paul, to let God be true but every man a liar,
is alone the single and solitary thought among all other thoughts which
divides all those who will find the truth, from all those who will not.
This is the thought which divides the strait gate from the wide gate and
the narrow way from the broad way. This is the division which requires
that which every man finds most difficult, foreign, and antagonistic to his
own natural mind. And because of that, few there be that find it (Matthew
7:13–14).
Listen very carefully: this is the very place where every publican who goes
home justified smites his own breast and says, “God be merciful to me a
sinner.”
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And this is very same place where every Pharisee, who goes home condemned, also smites the breast of every publican and says, “God be merciful
to him a sinner.”
This is where we finally lay bare the real stone of stumbling and the real rock
of offense for every Pharisee and his kind:
Every Pharisee would most gladly let God be true – and even more gladly,
let every man be a liar – except for one.
And that one exception is the razor edge of divide that sends the sinful publican home justified, and the righteous Pharisee home condemned.
This is that which guarantees both the humility and the ultimate exaltation
of all who receive it, and the self-exaltation and the ultimate abasement of
all who reject it.
Paul’s words are nothing less than sight to the blind. This is the only vantage point from which you will ever be able to see the real immeasurable
difference that lies between every one of God’s thoughts and words, and
every one of yours.
Without the conscious decision on your part to be a liar, you may very well
let God be true, but you will make the fateful mistake, like the Pharisee
always does, of letting yourself be true as well.
And because you know your own thoughts, but are totally ignorant of the
immeasurable differences that lie between every one of your’s and every one
of God’s, unless you allow yourself to be made a liar, you will, without
fail and without even knowing it, change His thoughts and words when
you hear them to conform to your own, instead of changing your own to
conform to His.
And consequently, yours will become the joyous search to discover all the
likenesses between God’s thoughts and your own. And you, along with every
other Pharisee, will find them in abundance.
Let God be true, but every man a liar, you will hear the apostle Paul demand. “Every man,” you will whisper to God, “except for me.”
And when you go up to the temple to pray, unlike the sinful publican, your
only idea of a humble and heartfelt prayer will be, God I thank thee that I
am not as other men are.
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Far from wanting this dividing difference to disappear, Paul would call
heaven and earth to record a witness against it. “Don’t blot this out!” he
would protest. “Build a monument to it!”
This is the immeasurable difference, finally revealed.
Paul would cement this divide permanently into the divine narrative, once
and for all, forever more. This, he declares, is the true measurement of the
distance, and nothing short of it, that lies between God and every man.
Paul casts his words into the riveting delivery of a divine imperative: You,
he demands, Let God be true, and You, but every man a liar.
Let God be true. The word “let” in this verse is the Greek word genomai.
It’s an active verb that means “to cause to be,” “to create,” or “to bring into
being.” It’s that from which we derive the words “generate” and “genesis,”
and describes the very act of creating something out of absolutely nothing.
And here, with that one imperative word, Paul directs you to assume the
role of creator.
Here, it is you, not God, who are responsible “to cause to be,” or “to bring
into being,” not in the cosmos at large as God once did, but in your own
heart and mind, that which establishes God’s thoughts and words to be
absolutely and categorically true, at all times, under every circumstance.
Every word. Every time. No exceptions. You, he demands, let God be true.
Paul is not requiring that you somehow create reality. Only God can do
that. You are instead charged here with creating conformity to reality. It is
not that you will somehow make God true in some larger sense of the word.
He is already true in every sense of the word.
Here, you are simply required to reconstruct the truth of your own perspective in conformity to the truth of His. To bring your own “not-like-His”
thoughts and words back into agreement with His own “not-like-yours”
thoughts and words. A conscious agreement that has, according to the
apostle, never existed in you before.
The fact that Paul commands you to create it means that it does not now
exist, and would never occur, neither naturally nor accidentally, apart from
your own effort. Even God will not create this agreement for you, nor in
you.

The Divide of the Difference

37

This is your work, not God’s work. This will be your creation, not His
creation. In you, it does not exist, and cannot exist, until you make it so.
So, Paul says, make it so: you let God be true.
But that’s only half the work. And by no means the harder.
But every man a liar. This second part is the more troubling to our natural
way of thinking.
The only way to make every man a liar is to conclude that everything you
naturally say about spiritual things – and everything every other man naturally says about spiritual things as well – everything, without exception –
is in direct and willful disagreement with everything God says about those
same things.
The only way to make every man a liar is to concede that there is an entire
universe of difference between everything you say and everything that God
says. And that everything He says is right. And that everything you say is
wrong.
If that is not the case, then every man is not really a liar. And in that case,
God becomes one, for falsely accusing you of being one. Don’t miss the
apostle’s point. There is a great deal of difference between simply being
wrong, and being a liar. That difference is the difference of intent.
Paul is not requiring that you count every man wrong.
Paul is requiring that you count every man a liar.
Men are already liars. No need for you to make them so. You are simply
instructed to create a world in which you agree that they are – and that you
are as well – indeed, already liars.
You are instructed by the apostle to create a world where you may readily
confess that you and God are currently in an ongoing relationship which is
accurately characterized by the absolute maximum amount of disagreement
that could possibly exist anywhere in the entire universe; a world in which
you and God sit on polar opposite ends of agreement about truth, in both
thought and word; a world where the disagreement is continually so sharp
and so substantial that it justifiably warrants your permanent assignment to
a very special category of existence before God – one which, prior to this,
you would never even have imagined designating for yourself.
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That is, from now on, you are to number yourself among the liars.
Here, you are not allowed to regard yourself, or any other man, as intrinsically good but somehow simply misguided, or the tragic victim of circumstances somehow beyond your control.
No. Here, you are simply a liar.
God already counts you one. But here, you are directed by the apostle to
count yourself one as well; to create a place where you, for the very first
time, may concur with God’s accurate assessment of all that you think and
say.
Here, you are directed by the apostle to genomai a world in which you will
willingly agree with Him to always count yourself a liar.
Imagine that: the one time in your life you are allowed, nay, commanded, to
create a world like God once did, and in your new garden the only role that
is appropriate for you to play – is that of the serpent.
Why must it be so?
Going all the way back to the first garden of Eden, God’s words have always
vied with the words of others for believability. In the competition for your
belief, there are only two contenders: God and everyone else. Ultimately,
you will judge God to be believable only to the extent that you judge yourself
and everyone else to be unbelievable.
And unfortunately, there in the beginning, God was not the one you judged
to be believable. In that first garden, with someone other than God, in
Adam, all of mankind made a much different agreement. In that agreement,
every man would be true, but God would be the liar. According to the
apostle, you must now break that first agreement by making a new one.
So that you won’t even be tempted, ever again, to even try to believe someone other than God, the apostle directs you to assign yourself, and every
other man, to a position of permanent un-believability:
Every man – a liar. Permanently.
From now on, for God only will be reserved the position of permanent and
irrevocable believability. According to Paul, when it comes to all matters
spiritual, you must never again count yourself as true.
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That status will be reserved for God alone. Let God be true. Always and
alone. But every man a liar. Always and alone. God will be the sole source
of truth. He will not share that position with you, nor anyone else.
And any truth that you, the liar – or any other men, the liars – speak from
this moment on will be strictly accredited to God’s account and to no one
else’s. Particularly not your own.
Any truth that you will ever have in your mind or in your mouth, after this,
will only be truth, on loan, from Him: truth from the One Who thinks
nothing like you; the One Who has never thought anything like you. Truth
from the One Who speaks nothing like you; the One Who has never spoken
anything like you.
My thoughts are not your thoughts. Not one. Not ever. No exceptions.
Why must every man be labeled a liar?
From the very first moment a person is labeled a liar, we begin to examine
his every subsequent statement in light of that label. His every word is
scrutinized to find not the truth, but the lie.
Liars lie. That’s what they do. That’s why they are liars.
Paul says you must genomai the spiritual world in which every man, without exception, including yourself, is a liar; that is, one whose own word in
spiritual matters is never trustworthy again, simply because of who he is:
he is a liar. Every word. Every time. Without exception.
So here’s what I suggest you do: make your line of liars. Make it long.
Include every man. And install yourself at the head of the line.
You will now be authorized to scrutinize every word of your own, and every
word of every other man as well, to find not the truth in those words –
there is none – but the lie. And the truth of God’s word will be that which
becomes glaringly apparent by its contrasting universe of difference to every
other word not like it.
His thoughts are not your thoughts. Ever. And His words are not your
words. Ever. His words are true. Your words are not. And His are only
those which are not like yours. Not by an entire immeasurable universe of
difference.
Therefore, outside His word, trust no one else’s.
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Most especially, not your own.
From now on, you will be the liar. And God will be the True.
And here, in your new-found world of agreement with God, for the very
first time ever, as strange as it may sound, it will only be the willingly selflabeled liars – that ever speak the truth again.
And those who will not willingly label themselves as such will continue, by
default, to make God the liar, and by default, to make themselves the true.
Just like the Pharisee.
Let God be true, but every man a liar.
Every man. Every word. Every time. Without exception.

Chapter 7
The Domain of the Difference
In the beginning, according to the apostle Paul, man lied because man chose
to lie. These are they who changed the truth into a lie and worshipped and
served the creature more than the Creator... (Romans 1:25)
The word “changed,” metallasso in the Greek, means “to exchange.” They
exchanged His truth for their own “truth,” so that their “truth” might now
be sourced not in God the Creator, but in man the creature.
The purpose of that exchange was to allow man or his appointees to be
worshipped and served in place of God. However, man could hardly claim
the right to be worshiped and served unless he was lord and keeper of his
own truth. Ye shall be as gods had been the exchange’s promised result
(Genesis 3:5). And it is incumbent upon a god to have his “own” truth.
A god without the ability to define the substance of his own truth would
hardly be a god at all.
Therefore, the substance of our thoughts and words is now immeasurably
different, different by an entire universe from God’s, because, according to
Paul, that is the fruit of our willing exchange and its resultant need to redefine truth in our very own terms. The exchange of the truth for the lie left
man with only the thoughts and words that appeared, to his newly-opened
eyes, to be the truth.
His thoughts are not our thoughts and His words are not our words, because our thoughts and our words are the leftover lies of that fateful and
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willful exchange.
However – and this is critically important to understand – our words are
not lies, first and foremost, because of their immeasurable difference in substance to God’s truth.
Our words are lies, first and foremost, because of their immeasurable difference in source to God’s truth.
Or to say it another way, what ‘first’ makes every man a liar is, surprisingly,
not his wrong answer to the question of “What is truth?”
What ‘first’ makes every man a liar is his wrong answer to the question of
“Where is truth?”
Not “What is truth?” but “Where is truth?”
That is the original point of disputation between God and man – and the
continuing point of disputation to this very day. That is the original reason for the immeasurable differences between God’s thoughts and man’s
– and the continuing reason for the immeasurable differences to this very
day. And that is the origin of the very first lie ever told – and the continuing
origin of all lies told thereafter to this very day.
In the garden, the serpent did not ask Eve, Hath God ‘said’? His was not
a question of the substance or content of ‘what’ God had said. Eve was
neither deaf, nor did she have a bad memory. She knew exactly ‘what’ God
had said, and proves it when she replies, of the fruit of the tree which is in
the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye
touch it, lest ye die. No, the serpent asked instead, Hath ‘God’ said?
It was never a question about whether or not God had actually spoken. Of
course He had!
Nor was it a ever a question of whether or not Eve really understood what
God had said. Of course she did!
It was not a question about the substance of the words themselves, but a
much bigger question about the very source of the words, Himself.
Where was truth? That was the question. Was the truth in God alone? Or
could it be found, just as well, somewhere else outside of God? Would one
be forced to depend on God’s words alone as the only source for truth, or
was there yet another source? Another source, perhaps, according to the
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serpent, in the new words of new gods. New gods, with new eyes, whose
new words would be more fully informed of the truth than the old God’s
ever were.
The real question was never about whether or not God had the first say
about where truth was. Both the serpent and man knew the answer to that
question already.
The real question was always about which ‘god’ would have the ‘final say’
about where truth was. And only man could answer that.
And in one fateful moment of time, man answered the real question. And
in that instant, God’s word ceased to be the sole and only where of truth,
and another’s word took its place.
Now, man had a new answer to the question of “Where is truth?”
Now, where is truth? Wherever man, the new god, says it is.
And now, what is truth? Whatever man, the new god, says it is.
The idea of a separate, private, and personal domain of ‘truth,’ apart from
God’s, was not original with man. Neither was the desire to be worshipped
and served as God, in the place of God. Both were authored by another
and man simply borrowed them (Isaiah 14:13–14).
And both ideas had always been found together. The ideas of worship and
truth are so intrinsically bound together that Jesus says, ... the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for the Father seeketh
such to worship Him ( John 4:23).
He Who is the source of truth is He Who rightly deserves to be worshiped.
There is another who had always believed that as well.
Jesus explains, He [the devil] was a murderer from the beginning, and abode
not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie,
he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar and the father of it ( John 8:44).
The devil abode not, or “stood not,” in the truth. He departed from God
as the only Source of truth, and by that departure, now stands in another
place, the new source of ‘truth,’ the new where. And from this new source,
in this new place, man now draws his own new substance for his very own
new ‘truth.’ And where is that new where in which man now stands?
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When the devil speaks a lie, said Jesus, the place from which he speaks is of
his own. That’s the new where. The Greek word for “own” is the word idios,
meaning “pertaining to self, one’s own; by implication, private or separate.”
It’s that from which we derive the word “idiom,” a phrase whose meaning
is separate from the literal meaning of the constituent words: a “change of
words” – or, in this case, an exchange of words.
Lies are nothing more and nothing less than separate words. Idios words.
From the beginning, says Jesus, the devil abode not in the truth, but had
his “own” separate words, the very first separate words from God’s words.
According to Jesus, man’s own separate words were birthed in him by his
new father, the father of all separate words.
Said the serpent to Eve, Precisely to the contrary of what that Source told you,
Ye shall not surely die. Allow me to give you another word from another
source, he said to her: A private word, a personal word, a word of your very
‘own.’ An ‘idios’ word. Your own word, separate from God’s word. A word so
special and so different that, when you act on this word, it will cause you to ‘see’
exactly like God Himself sees. And when you have your very own eyes to see
like God sees, you’ll finally decide for your very own self, like real gods always
do, what is really good and what is really evil. (Genesis 3:4)
Unlike the serpent, Jesus was very careful to describe His manner of speaking as being anything but idios. Anything but private, personal, or separate
from God’s. According to Jesus, He Himself had none of His ‘own’ words.
Not one single word. He, unlike the serpent, was satisfied not only to faithfully deliver the words of Another, but in reality, to be the very Word of
Another:
⋄ My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. ( John 7:16)
⋄ For I have not spoken of myself; but the father which sent me, he
gave me a commandment, what I should say and what I should speak.
( John 12:49)
⋄ The words that I speak unto you, I speak not of myself. ( John 14:10)
⋄ ... and the word which ye hear is not mine but the Father’s which sent
me. ( John 14:24)
⋄ I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these
things. ( John 16:13–16)
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⋄ I have given them thy word. ( John 17:4)
⋄ I have given them the words which thou gavest me... ( John 17:8)
Unlike the first man, the Second man answers the question exactly to the
contrary. Hath ‘God’ said? the devil, in effect, asks of Jesus in the wilderness temptation. Yes, Jesus answers. ‘God’ hath said: It is written..., It is
written..., and It is written... (Matthew 4:1–11).
According to Jesus, the ‘where’ of truth can be found in only one place. And
not to find truth in this place is not to find truth at all. According to Him,
there is one, and only one, Source of truth.
Jesus prayed to His Father in the garden of Gethsemane, Sanctify them
through thy truth: Thy word is truth ( John 17:17).
That’s where truth is, says Jesus: only in Thy word.
To “sanctify” is simply “to separate unto God.” The serpent’s ‘truth’ had
separated as well. But not unto God.
Jesus declares that the truth that “separates unto God” can be found nowhere
except in His Father’s word. And the power of this word to separate unto
God lies in the fact that this word is itself separate unto God. It separates
unto God because it is the only word already separate unto God.
This separated truth, found only in His separated word, in turn separates
all those who believe that word from all those who do not. And more
than that, His separated word separates men away from their ‘own’ separate words, their idios words, back unto God and His word.
According to Jesus, those who are not separated from their ‘own’ words by
this word are not themselves truly separated unto God.
Simply said: if Thy word is truth, as Jesus declared it is, then that which is
not Thy word is not truth.
“What is truth?” is the age-old question of philosophy. Always asked, and
never satisfyingly answered.
At His trial, that’s exactly what Pilate had asked Jesus: What is truth? ( John
18:37)
But Jesus gives Pilate no answer to his question, because Pilate has asked
the wrong question first. “What is truth?” has always been the wrong first
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question to ask God.
That question, when asked first, has far too many answers, about far too
many subjects, from far too many sources.
The only right first question to ask God concerning truth is not “What is
truth?” but “Where is truth?”
That question has only one answer. And that answer comes from only one
Source.
The only right answer to the only right first question to ever ask God about
truth is the one that Jesus would have given to Pilate, had he asked it:
“Where is truth?”
Exactly where you would never have imagined to look:
Standing right in front of you.

Chapter 8
The Discipline of the Difference
Jesus said, ... ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free
( John 8:32).
And if you shall know the truth, then obviously you don’t know it now. And
if you shall be free, then obviously you are not free now.
Jesus declares in no uncertain terms that, before you meet Him, Who is His
Father’s Word ( John 1:14), you neither know the truth, nor are you free.
You may know many things, but truth is not among them. And you may
be many things, but free is not one of them.
But if this verse is simply left as it is quoted here, the hearer always wrongly
infers that this is a “What is truth?” statement from Jesus; that ‘whatever’
truth may happen to be, it will be known, in time, with certainty, always, by
some inevitable means, no matter what. As if Jesus were saying, Just hang
around long enough, and sooner or later, ‘whatever’ the truth happens to be, will
always show up. Because, after all, Ye shall know the truth.
But that’s really only the second half of Jesus’ actual quote. And that makes
this half-quote a very misleading misquote. It’s the little-known first half
that qualifies the oft-quoted second half with a specific condition which
changes its meaning entirely from a “What is truth?” statement into a “Where
is truth?” statement.
If you continue in my word, then are you my disciples indeed, Jesus says
47
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first, then adds in the very same breath, and you shall know the truth and
the truth shall make you free ( John 8:31–32).
Where is truth? Only, says Jesus, in my word.
But in the very same breath in which He assures us that His word is the
only ‘where’ in which truth can be found, He also informs us that, apart
from a concentrated and disciplined effort on our part, the ‘what’ of truth
that can only be found in His word will never be found.
According to Jesus, even if you do know where to find the correct ‘source’ of
truth, there is no guarantee you will ever find the correct ‘substance’ of truth.
Astonishingly, finding the truth is not a foregone and inevitable conclusion
even if you do come to Jesus to find it. It’s strictly an if-then proposition.
And if there is no if, then there will be no then.
If you continue in my word, then are you my disciples indeed, and you shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
Only if you continue until you become my disciples. Mere casual inquiries
will never uncover this truth of which Jesus speaks. And that fact tells us
something we never knew before we heard these words: the truth that Jesus
promises is “hidden” truth. Hidden from all who are not willing to continue
in His word until they become His disciples.
This truth, if it is to be found, will be certain to be a ‘non-intuitive’ truth.
And because His thoughts are not our thoughts by an entire universe, this
truth, if it is found, is very likely to be an utterly ‘counter-intuitive’ truth.
Intuitive truth, by its very definition, never requires any kind of continuanceunto-discipline to uncover. It’s simply never necessary. Its apprehension is,
instead, immediate. I look at the sun, I close my eyes immediately. My
hand touches the hot stove, I remove it immediately.
Intuitive truth is both instinctive and immediate. No need for three day
seminars or long tutorials on the nature of light or heat before I close my
eyes or withdraw my hand. No need for a continuance-unto-discipleship.
Intuitive truth is instant truth. Easy truth.
But the truth of which Jesus speaks is neither instant nor easy. The fact that
it requires discipleship to find, tells us that this is a different kind of truth
than any other. A truth not readily apparent and not easily seen. A truth
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that will forever remain hidden from non-disciples.
And therein lies the immeasurable difference which identifies it exclusively
as His truth.
If I take you to the fourteenth floor of a downtown building and say to
you, “Don’t jump out this window and you shall know the truth,” you will
immediately apprehend the meaning of my words.
You will not come back a week from now and say, “What an undisciplined
moron I am. I’ve jumped out that fourteenth floor window six times already
since you told me not to. I know I need to discipline myself in that ‘don’tjump’ way of thinking because I really do want to know the truth, but that
‘don’t jump out the fourteenth floor window’ is such an unnatural way of
thinking to me that I’m finding it really difficult to wrap my mind around
such an abstract and obscure concept.”
No, you’ll take one look out that window, fourteen floors down, give me
the two thumbs-up, and say, “I got it!” There’ll be no need for any longterm continuance-unto-discipline as you jump out the window over and
over again until the truth slowly and finally emerges from the shadows of
non-intuitiveness. No. You’ll get it instantly. First time you look down.
But that’s exactly how it doesn’t work with Jesus’ truth. This is truth unlike
any you have ever seen before.
These are the words of that One Whose thoughts you’ve never even thought,
nor could have ever thought. These are the words that are immeasurably
different than your own by precisely an entire universe.
You will not understand the truth of these words the first time you look
down at them. Or the second time. Or the third. To find this truth, you’ll
have to jump out this window, over and over and over again.
If the first time you hear the words of Jesus, you say, “I got it!” then the only
thing we can know with absolute certainty is, “you don’t got it!” To know
this truth, discipleship is required. And that is why so few will ever know
it.
The root of the Greek word for “disciples” is the word methe, from which we
derive the word “mathematics.” No one is born intuitively knowing mathematics. It must be taught. And learning it requires strenuous, difficult, and
tiring effort.
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Imagine your calculus teacher announcing on the first day of class, “Just do
whatever comes naturally and you’ll get it. You can figure this out without
one word of instruction from me. No discipline is required because you’ll
intuit it correctly the very first time you try.”
God’s thoughts are not your thoughts and never have been. They are completely and utterly ‘unknown-to-you’ thoughts. And His ‘unknown-to-you’
thoughts are not even from the same side of the universe as your own ‘alreadyknown-to-you’ thoughts.
If you find His words easy to understand, that simply proves beyond any
doubt that you’re misunderstanding them by precisely an entire universe.
Jesus says, in effect, that you will find the truth of His words to be so nonintuitive, so counter-intuitive, so un-recognizable as truth, so un-like what
you would ever have expected truth to be and to look like, that only a continuance in those words to the point of discipline, like that required to learn
higher mathematics, will ever reveal the truth that is in them.
To know this truth will require a calculus-like effort.
But unless you’re convinced beforehand that this is the only ‘where’ in which
truth can ever really be found, you’ll just skip this class. It’s just way too
hard.
And in real life, who needs calculus anyway?
The real problem is, you cannot find what you cannot recognize. And in
your search for truth, if you are unaware that truth can be found only in the
immeasurable difference between His thoughts and yours, you will search
for the truth, but fail to recognize it even if you do see it.
You will make the fateful mistake of looking for something familiar. And
like Mary Magdalene on resurrection morning, everybody in the garden –
including the resurrected Christ – will still just look like a gardener.
Because His thoughts are not your thoughts and His words are not your
words, His truth is also not ‘your truth.’ His truth is immeasurably different, different precisely by an entire universe, than yours. And His truth can
only be recognized in its immeasurable contrast to your own.
How different is your ‘truth’ from His truth?
Your truth chooses only the strong and the wise and the noble in this world.
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His truth chooses only the weak and the foolish and the despised in this
world. (1 Corinthians 1:27)
Your truth prays, “O Lord, make me strong.”
His truth answers, My strength is made perfect in your weakness. (2 Corinthians 12:9)
Your truth bids you, “Take up your crown and live.”
His truth bids you, “Take up your cross and die” (Mark 8:34).
You must see what God sees like God sees it, because God sees nothing like
you see it. His thoughts are never your thoughts. And your thoughts are
never His thoughts. And unless you know in your search for truth, to look
only for those things which are immeasurably different from that which
you would naturally expect, it wouldn’t matter even if God dispatched a
heavenly star in all its heavenly glory, with its celestial spotlight illuminating
ten thousand-thousands of wildly worshiping angels, right before your very
eyes:
It still wouldn’t be enough to convince you that truth really smells like a
barn.
Consequently, you must submit yourself to the discipline of His non-intuitive,
counter-intuitive, backwards-and-upside-down-from-yours, always-smellslike-a-stable-instead-of-a-palace kind of truth.
In a world filled to the brim with nothing but your own thoughts and those
of others exactly like them, successfully identifying His thoughts among
all the rest requires an against-nature, alien, and thoroughly other-worldly
point of view.
The untrained and the untutored in that search mistakenly believe that
truth will be found in the familiar and the friendly, and in the native and in
the known, and in the easily accepted and the easily acceptable.
They believe truth has always been one of the family. Something they already knew. Something they grew up knowing. That truth can always be
found hiding somewhere among all the thoughts that they already think
every day.
They imagine truth to be, at worst, like the prodigal son, perhaps wayward
for a season, but now eager to return home. That all they need do is throw
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open their arms and embrace it – and truth will be right back where it always belonged.
Nothing – and I mean nothing in the entire universe – could be further
from the truth about the truth.
Truth is not of this world. And never has been. Truth is a foreigner. A
stranger in a strange land. Truth is a pilgrim. And an alien. Truth is hostile
to earthly surroundings. And they are hostile to truth in return. Truth is
never familiar and never friendly. Never native and never known. Truth
speaks a language never uttered here before, with words hidden from the
foundation of the world.
Truth shocks and amazes, bewilders and astonishes, distresses and offends
with its unexpected and altogether immeasurable differences. In this world,
truth is never crowned. Truth is always crucified.
Truth is precisely, exactly, and only what you never imagined, or could
imagine, truth to be. And in the end, truth can only be recognized by its
immeasurable difference to what you always thought it was.
My thoughts are not your thoughts, declares God. Not once. Not ever. No
exceptions.
One final word here about difference:
Don’t let anyone convince you, no matter who they are, that truth’s real
immeasurable differences – the ones that really matter most to your life
and your future – are somehow measurements between an ‘us’ and a ‘them.’
Every day, countless people devote their unceasing and seemingly tireless
efforts to measuring and remeasuring, ad nauseam, the distances and differences between ‘us’ and ‘them.’ Between the conservatives and the liberals,
between the blacks and the whites, between the Wall Streets and the Main
Streets, between all the haves and all the have nots – and between a thousand other things, equally and exactly as meaningless in the end.
These, they assure you, represent the very bottomless abysses of divide,
the very largest and most important, unspannable distances and differences
that have ever existed in the whole of the human experience.
Poppycock. Balderdash.
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Those are nothing. Those are children squabbling over toys on the playground. Those distances and those differences are nothing by comparison
to this distance and this difference.
This isn’t some measurement between us and them. This is the measurement between us and Him.
And because He’s God and you’re not, in the end, this will be the only measurement that counts.

Chapter 9
The Disguise of the Difference
When Christian writers, pastors, theologians and scholars want to illuminate certain key ideas found in the Bible, they go back to the original languages in which it was written. From those original words they look to get
a clearer sense of the authors’ meanings. Here is how some of the most
important concepts found in the New Testament might be listed:
agape
kurios
ergo
veritas
logos
charis

love of God
Lord
work; ergonomic
truth; verification
word
gift or favor; charismatic

And even though New Testament scholars would all agree that each of the
words on this list properly and accurately conveys an important New Testament idea, there’s just one problem: one of these words is not like the
others.
It’s the word for truth – veritas.
You are more familiar with the word veritas than you probably know. It’s
the word from which we get “verify,” to demonstrate that something is true;
“verity,” a true principle or belief; “verisimilitude,” the appearance of being
true or real; and “verdict,” the decision of who is right on a disputed subject.
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The idea of veritas, with its many variations, permeates our thinking and
our language, and has done so for thousands of years.
In 1080 A.D., Anselm, the Archbishop of Canterbury, produced for the
Church the first medieval work on the subject of truth in a book entitled
“De Veritate.” In it, he wrote, “I do not recall ever having found a definition
of truth; but if you wish, let us inquire as to what truth is, by going through
the various things in which we say there is truth.”
Over a thousand years had passed since the resurrection of Christ, and the
Archbishop of Canterbury, by his own admission, had still not found a
definition of truth with which he was satisfied. So, he provided one. Not
only for himself, but for the whole Church which followed after him – right
down to this very day. And so he defined the word veritas.
After a thorough examination, Anselm concluded that the correct definition of veritas, or “truth,” is “rightness perceptible only to the mind.” Perception is, of course, “the ability to see, hear, or become aware of something through the senses.” Thus, Anselm’s definition of truth clearly excludes anything which cannot be perceived through the senses. That is to
say, anything that cannot be observed and thereby “verified” by the senses
cannot be called truth under his definition of veritas.
Then, some two hundred years after Anselm’s definition, Thomas Aquinas,
considered to be the Catholic Church’s greatest theologian and philosopher,
weighed in on the subject by saying, “A judgment is said to be true [veritas]
when it conforms to external reality.”
Veritas, truth, would be, in this case, a kind of “correctness of vision,” according to Aquinas. External reality, that to which a judgment must conform in order to be true according to this definition, can only be identified by direct observation. Veritas, then, according to both Anselm and
Aquinas, is a conformation to external reality perceived through the senses.
But both of these definitions of truth are really little more than an expanded
restatement of what had already been held to be correct for more than a
thousand years before that.
Aristotle, the famous Athenian philosopher, pupil of Plato, teacher of Alexander the Great, had given his own definition of truth some 1,300 years before, around 300 B.C. “To say what is, that it is, and to say what is not, that
it is not, is true,” declared Aristotle.
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And that sounds remarkably like Anselm’s and Aquinas’ definitions. In
fact, Aquinas’ own stated goal was to synthesize Aristotle’s ideas with the
principles of Christianity. What more logical place to start than with the
very concept of truth itself?
In Aristotle’s definition of veritas, if truth is saying what is is, then obviously,
one must see what is before one may say what is. So, Anselm and Aquinas
and Aristotle all agree: truth is simply making my statements agree with
my observations of an external reality. In other words, my statements must
correspond with an observed reality in order to be declared true.
And that, very simply said, is the concept of veritas. Veritas says that what
I cannot see, I cannot say is truth. Truth must be verified by direct observation.
And that’s an altogether reasonable requirement. In fact, that is the entire basis for what is called the “scientific method,” which is, by definition,
knowledge acquired solely by systematic observation, measurement, and
experiment. And that very process of scientific method provides the basis
for absolutely everything that we call truth today.
So important was this idea of veritas that Harvard University, the oldest
university in the United States, originally established in 1636 to train clergymen for the ministry, chose as its very own motto, “Veritas.”
At the school’s inception, the motto was “Veritas Christos et Ecclesiae,”
meaning “Truth for Christ and the Church,” but it was later shortened to
what it is today, simply “Veritas.” In a word, at Harvard, from the beginning
and still to this day, a proper education was, and is, nothing less than the
seeking and finding of veritas: truth.
And today, there are literally thousands of Veritas Churches, both Catholic
and Protestant. There are Veritas Ministries, Veritas church schools, Veritas church choirs and clubs, and Veritas youth meetings.
There are Veritas marriage encounter groups, Veritas church cafes, Veritas
church bookstores, Veritas church television and radio shows, and on and
on and on – all an indisputable testimony to the fact that the Church also
comfortably embraces the word veritas as its very own embodiment of the
ideal of truth, just like everybody else does.
So... if everybody agrees that veritas is both the proper and most fitting
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word to convey the idea of truth, and if it was good enough for Aristotle
and Anselm and Aquinas, and good enough for the brightest and the best
at Harvard, and still good enough for the entire Church today... then what’s
the problem?
The problem is – it’s the wrong word.
One would imagine that God, in His infinite wisdom and power, in order to make certain that His message was communicated most clearly and
faithfully, could have chosen to do so in any language He wanted. After all,
He’s God. He could have chosen Swahili if He’d wanted. But He didn’t.
He chose, instead, Hebrew for the Old Testament, and Greek for the New
Testament. One would think – perhaps – most probably – He did so with
some Expert forethought on His part concerning the matter. But the word
veritas is neither Hebrew nor Greek. It’s Latin. And that should trouble
you for a couple of reasons.
First, because the word veritas is nowhere found in the New Testament.
There are no Latin words in the original New Testament writing. That
means, as good as veritas may be at conveying what Aristotle, Anselm,
Aquinas, Harvard and the Church define as truth, it is not the original container that God chose to transport His idea of truth.
But perhaps, one might propose, this new container is also a faithful container with no leaks or loss along the way.
Nope. It’s not. And that’s the second reason it should trouble you.
The word aletheia, the Greek word that actually does appear in the New
Testament for truth – means exactly the opposite of what the word veritas
means.
Veritas is not just a different word for truth. It’s precisely the opposite word
for truth.
Aletheia, pronounced al-ay’-the-a, means “truth, as in ‘not concealing.’ ” It
is a combination of the prefix a, which negates what follows, and the word
lanthano, meaning “to lie hid.” So “truth” is, by its original Greek definition,
“not to lie hid,” or “to un-hide,” or “to unconceal.”
Its usage can be traced all the way back to Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey around
850 BC. But where scholars have studied the original usage of aletheia, they
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are puzzled by what they find. Or rather, by what they do not find. Hiddenness and its opposite, unconcealedness, are conditions which should
attach to ‘things’ as well as to the content of statements. Yet it is almost exclusively to the latter that aletheia refers in its first two and a half centuries
of attestation. Aletheia in its earliest usage is never applied to ‘things,’ but is
used only in connection with ‘verbs of saying.’ In its original usage, someone
always ‘tells’ the truth to another. Aletheia had to do with the reliability of
what is reported by one person to another.¹
The only prerequisite for truth to be “that which is unconcealed,” is that
it must first have been, of course, concealed. The word “concealed” means
“to hide or to withdraw or remove from observation; to cover or keep from
sight; to keep secret; to prevent or avoid disclosing or divulging.”
And therein lies the difference between veritas and aletheia, by precisely an
entire immeasurable universe:
Veritas says truth is ‘unknown’ and, therefore, must be discovered.
Aletheia says truth is ‘intentionally hidden’ and, therefore, cannot be discovered.
Veritas says that truth is only that which can be discovered by man through
direct observation.
Aletheia says that truth is only that which cannot be discovered by man
through direct observation.
In fact, aletheia says that only that which has been altogether withdrawn or
removed from observation, intentionally covered and kept from sight, hidden and concealed away from direct view, and then “told” to me by another
whose word is reliable, can ever be called the truth. And that’s God’s idea
of truth.
The apostle Paul explains it like this:
But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery,
even the hidden wisdom,
which God ordained before the world unto our glory:
¹Thomas Cole, Archaic Truth (1983)
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which none of the princes of this world knew...
(1 Corinthians 2:7–8)

The word “mystery,” musterion in the Greek, doesn’t simply mean “that
which is unknown,” but rather “to shut the mouth,” through the idea of
a purposeful “silence imposed by initiation into religious rites;” in other
words, a mystery is that secret which can only be known if one who already
knows the secret willingly passes it on to one who does not.
Paul says this wisdom of God is intentionally hidden, apokrupto, “concealed
away, kept secret.” These are secrets hidden away on purpose, ordained before the world was even created, Paul says, that none of the princes of this
world knew. And that means not even the smartest guys from Harvard
knew them.
Paul continues in the same passage:
But as it is written, Eye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that love him. But God hath revealed
them unto us by his Spirit...
(1 Corinthians 2:9–10)
That is aletheia. That which is hidden. On purpose. And revealed. On purpose. Not found by investigation. Never found by investigation. Hidden
so that it cannot be found by investigation.
Your eyes have never even seen these things before, says Paul: Eye hath not
seen. Your ears have never even heard these things before: nor ear heard.
And none of these things has ever even crossed your mind before: neither
have entered into the heart of man.
With “unconcealment,” aletheia, as truth, you have no prior idea of what
you’re even looking for when you begin your search for truth.
And he said, Unto you it is given to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of God:
But to others in parables; That seeing
they might not see, And hearing
they might not understand.
(Luke 8:10)
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Jesus says that these things are purposely hidden so that they cannot be
found.
I tell you, declared Jesus to His disciples, many prophets and kings have
desired to see those things which you see and have not seen them, and to
hear those things that you hear, and have not heard them (Luke 10:24).
If prophets and kings, the most spiritual men in the world and the most
powerful men in the world, could not, even with their greatest efforts, find
these things by investigation, by veritas, what are your chances of finding
them apart from His revelation of them to you?
It’s not just that these things are simply ‘unknown.’ Veritas deals with unknowns every day. That’s veritas’ very own speciality. Every scientific inquiry that veritas has ever made was made into the unknown.
But on the contrary, declares the apostle, these things have been intentionally hidden, purposely concealed away, by God Himself, since before the
world, specifically so that they cannot be found. And you have no idea how
good God is at hiding things.
These things can only be known if He has revealed them, apokalupto, “taken
off the cover, disclosed, and unconcealed” them by His Spirit. And if He
doesn’t unconceal them, they cannot be known at all. Never. No veritas
can ever discover this. This is aletheia.
In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said,
I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that thou hast hid these things from the wise
and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes:
even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.
(Luke 10:21)
The word rejoiced used above to describe Jesus as He prays to His Father
has been woefully understated in its translation from the original Greek.
Agalliao is a combination of two words: agan, which means “much,” and
hallomai, which means “to jump, to leap, to spring up.” In the original Greek
the word literally means to “much jump for joy.”
What was Jesus so excited about that the gospel writer reports that He was
agalliao, “much jumping for joy”?
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Jesus was beside Himself with joy as He contemplated the fact that God,
not man, controlled the truth, by hiding it from some and revealing it to
others.
You have hid these things, apokrupto, “concealed away,” from the wise and
prudent, Jesus joyfully declares. And You have revealed them, apokalupto,
“taken off the cover,” unto babes. The word “babe” is the word nepios, which
is a combination of two parts; one meaning “no,” and the other meaning
“word.” A babe is one who has no words of his own. That is aletheia.
Veritas says, “To call it truth, you must see it for yourself.”
Aletheia says, “To call it truth, another, whose word you trust, must see it
for you.”
The unconcealment of aletheia guarantees the “un-discoverability” of truth
apart from God’s very own revelation of it.
According to the prophet David, it was Jesus Who would say of Himself, I
will utter things kept secret from the foundation of the world.
Don’t tell me that what Jesus said is what you expected Him to say. Don’t
tell me that Moses already told you in advance what Jesus would say. Don’t
tell me that anybody, ever, in the entire history of the entire world, ever said
what Jesus said. Until Jesus spoke, His words had been kept secret from
everyone. Even from Moses.
For Moses truly said unto the fathers,
a prophet shall the Lord your God raise up
unto you of your brethren, like unto me;
him shall ye hear in all things
whatsoever he shall say unto you.
And it shall come to pass, that every soul,
which will not hear that prophet,
shall be destroyed from among the people.
(Acts 3:22–23)
If Moses had already said what Jesus would later say, why would Moses
himself say, “If you don’t listen to the One who comes after me, you’ll be
destroyed”? Otherwise, he would have simply said, “Listen to me because
the One coming after me will be saying the same thing I’m saying.”
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What Jesus says has never been said before. In fact, what Jesus says has
never even been thought before!
These things have been purposely hidden from the foundation of the world
so that they could not be found. Not even by Moses. Or anyone else for
that matter. And it’s impossible that the things Jesus and His apostles tell
you could be anything other than astonishingly unfamiliar to you. If you’re
really listening for the immeasurable difference.
On the mountain of transfiguration, after Jesus finishes talking with Moses
and Elijah, Peter suggests to Jesus that they build three shrines, one to
Moses, one to Elijah, and one to Jesus.
While he yet spake, behold,
A bright cloud overshadowed them:
And behold a voice out of the cloud, which said,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased;
Hear ye him.
(Matthew 17:5)
Don’t get confused. Jesus isn’t saying what Moses said. Jesus isn’t saying
what Elijah said. There is no equality of words here. There is no equality
of anything here. Why would God say Hear ye Him, if all that Jesus would
say had already been said by Moses and Elijah, the law and the prophets?
It’s not “Hear ye them.” It’s Hear ye Him.
When Peter says to Jesus, Thou art the Christ, the son of the living God,
Jesus replies, Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto you, but my Father
which is heaven (Matthew 16:7).
It’s not just that flesh and blood did not reveal it to Peter: it is rather that
flesh and blood could not reveal it to Peter. Aletheia cannot be found apart
from God’s revelation of it.
Jesus said, All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man
knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him (Matthew 11:27).
Jesus says, No man knoweth, epiginosko, “recognizes” the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth, epiginosko, “recognizes” any man the Father, save the
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal, apokalupto, “take off the
cover, and unconceal,” Him. That is aletheia: truth that is undiscoverable
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apart from Christ’s revelation of it.
You will not “recognize” the Father. And neither will you “recognize” the
Son, apart from the revelation of the aletheia that comes only through the
words of Jesus. And that’s incredibly important to understand.
Jesus’ words are different by an entire universe from anything that Moses,
or Elijah, or you, or anyone else, ever even imagined they would be.
And that means, what the Father and the Son look like when you do recognize them must also be different by an entire universe from what Moses,
or Elijah, or you, or anyone else would ever have imagined it to be as well.
And if it’s not, then what you have “recognized” is not the Father or the Son
at all.
If it is not different by an entire universe from what you had expected, then
what you have “recognized” is what someone other than the Son has revealed to you. Perhaps Moses. Or Elijah. Or the TV preacher. But certainly not Jesus.
No man recognizes the Father except the one to whom I reveal Him, declares Jesus. Until you hear the Son speak, you only think you recognize
the Father. Until you hear the Son speak, you cannot possibly recognize the
Father. That is aletheia.
Paul assures his hearers that the truth he is communicating to them is
aletheia, not veritas.
But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel
Which was preached of me is not after man.
For I neither received it of man, neither was I
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.
(Galatians 1:11–12)
The sum and substance of veritas is its total reliance on “observation.” Observation is its singular and strict requirement. What it cannot see, it cannot
call truth.
But no one even seems to remember that Jesus said, The kingdom of God
cometh not with observation (Luke 17:20).
Listen carefully: the Greek word for “observation” is parateresis, meaning
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“ocular evidence.” And obviously, ocular evidence is evidence that you can
see with your eyes.
Astonishingly, Jesus declares that the kingdom of God comes with no ocular evidence. No evidence that can be seen. None whatsoever. That automatically excludes any true knowledge of the kingdom from ever being
discovered or “recognized” by means of veritas.
Do you understand what Jesus is saying?
For the last thousand years, thanks to Anselm and Aquinas and their altogether erroneous Aristotelian definition of Biblical truth as veritas, the
Church has been running around attempting to produce for a skeptical
world ocular evidence that Jesus declares does not even exist.
“Can’t you see the kingdom in the DNA? Can’t you see it by observing the
mathematical precision of the planets and the stars? Can’t you see the divinely Intelligent Design all around you?” the Church asks the world, in
utter exasperation.
“No,” is the answer. They can’t see it. And neither can you.
They’re not supposed to see it. And neither are you.
Why? Because it does not exist.
You’re trying to give them an ocular evidence that God Himself doesn’t offer
them or you.
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my word shall not pass away, said
Jesus (Luke 21:33).
You’re trying to provide a proof for what shall not pass away with that
very thing which shall pass away. You’re trying to verify heaven with earth.
You’re trying to accomplish with veritas what God designed to only be accomplished with aletheia. And it cannot be done.
Jesus already told you. It cannot be done. You’ll extract no convincing evidence for the eternal out of the merely temporary. None. It isn’t there. It
doesn’t exist. You’ve got it exactly backwards. The totally changeable cannot
possibly contain the confirmation for the totally unchangeable.
See those heavens? Temporary. See that DNA? Temporary. Hear that
word of God? Permanent.
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Everything except the word of God is temporary. No exceptions.
And the temporary cannot confirm the permanent. Ever.
There is an entire booming industry that has grown up around attempting
to provide an ocular evidence that doesn’t even exist. But like the emperor’s
new clothes, it cannot be seen for the very best reason of all:
It isn’t really there.
Listen carefully: you can never prove aletheia with veritas. Because veritas
cannot see it. Do you not understand? What veritas cannot see, it cannot
call truth.
The distinction between veritas and aletheia is nothing less than the difference between seeing and hearing.
Veritas must see. On the other hand, aletheia must hear.
Jesus said to Nicodemus, The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest
the sound thereof, but cannot tell whence it cometh or whither it goeth. So is
everyone that is born of the Spirit ( John 3:8).
The word tell, in cannot tell whence it cometh or whither it goeth, is the
Greek word eido, “to see.” Jesus says you cannot “see” where the wind comes
from or where it goes. You can only “hear” the sound, in the Greek, literally
the “voice” of the wind. Jesus says that’s the way everything of the Spirit is.
By design, on purpose, in order to hide it from the wise and prudent, you
can “hear” spiritual things, but you cannot “see” them. Ever.
Just like the wind, says Jesus.
That’s God’s real Intelligent Design. With the new eyes that you bargained
for in the garden when you chose the lie that you could “see” and verify with
your own eyes rather than the truth that you could only “hear,” you will
never “see” His truth in this world again. He has hidden these things away,
concealed them from your sight. You may “hear” them, but you cannot “see”
them. They are hidden from the wise and prudent. Because the wise and
prudent trust only their eyes.
“Can’t you see the wind?” the Church asks the world in utter exasperation.
“No, we can’t!” says the world to the Church.
And Jesus says to the Church, Neither can you.
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Listen to Jesus. Stop trying to make the world ‘see’ the wind. Stop trying
to make the world see what isn’t even there.
Do you not understand the problem? If you could ‘see’ it, there could be no
hiding it. If you could see it, everyone would get it. You would accomplish
the very thing that God Himself refuses to do: you would ‘unconceal’ to the
wise and the prudent the very thing that God is hiding from them! And
Jesus wouldn’t be jumping for joy over that.
That’s exactly what those who talk of Intelligent Design have been trying to
do: they’ve been trying to unconceal to the wise and prudent the very thing
that God is concealing from them. Good luck with that. As soon as they
can get them to see the wind, I’m sure they’ll ‘see’ the rest of what they’re
trying to show them as well.
Veritas is about that which can be apprehended only by sight. Aletheia is
about that which can be apprehended only by sound. Veritas is totally dependent on the eyes. Aletheia, by contrast, is totally dependent on the ears.
Jesus explains that in the kingdom of God, the ‘ears’ must take the place of
the ‘eyes.’ You must close your eyes and open your ears. Jesus explains, there
is a sight that comes only from hearing.
And he said unto them,
Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel,
or under a bed? and not to be set on a candlestick?
For there is nothing hid,
which shall not be manifested;
neither was any thing kept secret,
but that it should come abroad.
If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.
And he said unto them, Take heed what ye hear:
with what measure ye mete,
it shall be measured to you:
and unto you that hear shall more be given.
For he that hath, to him shall be given:
and he that hath not, from him shall be taken
even that which he hath.
(Mark 4:21–25)
The subject here is the secret things that are hidden and how they are to
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be found. The kingdom of God is the place where the search is to be conducted. Jesus says that a candle is put not under a bushel, but on a candlestick, so that those things which are hid (kruptos) in the darkness may be
manifested by the light (phaneroo); and that those things which are secret
(apokruphos), will come abroad (eis phaneros).
Then He says, Take heed what ye hear.
Most read Take heed what ye hear and think Jesus is saying “beware” or
“be cautious” of what you hear, as though He were giving an admonition
of some impending danger. But the proper Greek word for such a warning
would have been prosecho, meaning to “pay attention to” or “be cautious
about.” For example:
Take heed [prosecho] that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them:
otherwise [the object of taking heed] ye have no reward of your Father which
is in heaven (Matthew 6:1).
But above in the example of the candlestick and its secrets-revealing light,
the phrase translated take heed is not the word prosecho at all. It is the single
word blepo, a primary verb which simply means “to see.”
So what Jesus is actually saying here is quite different than what you might
have thought. He says: Blepo tis akouo. Blepo is the word “see.” Tis is the
word “what.” Akouo is the word “hear,” from which we get “acoustic.”
Jesus is not saying “Be careful what you hear.”
Jesus is saying, “See what you hear.”
See with your ears, not with your eyes.
As the candle is lit to ‘unconceal’ what has been secretly hidden in the darkness,
likewise, My words will unconceal to whoever has ears to hear, what has been
hidden from the wise and prudent, who insist on ‘seeing the truth with their
eyes’ rather than ‘seeing the truth with their ears.’
Those who ‘hear,’ says Jesus, will ‘see.’ Those who do not ‘hear’ will not ‘see.’
And unto you that hear shall more be given. He who ‘hears’ more will ‘see’
more. And he who ‘hears’ not at all will have that which he ‘sees apart from
hearing it in My words’ taken away altogether. From him shall be taken
even that which he hath.
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Heaven and earth, which you can ‘see,’ shall pass away. But My words,
which you can only ‘hear,’ shall not pass away. That which you can ‘see’ is
temporary. That which you can only ‘hear’ is permanent.
The light that lights the kingdom is in my words, declares Jesus. If any man
have ears to hear, let him hear. The wise and prudent insist on seeing before
they will believe. Babes, on the other hand, just need to hear.
King David knew that already: The entrance of thy words giveth light; it
giveth understanding unto the simple (Psalm 119:130).
The word entrance, pethatch in the Hebrew, means “disclosure.” The “disclosure,” or “unconcealment” of your words, gives light. The simple are the
babes. “I see by what I hear,” declares David. “Not by what I see.”
And if you think about it, that idea might not actually sound totally unfamiliar to you. Because there is a scriptural word for the “sight that comes
only from hearing:” it’s the word “faith.”
Faith cometh by hearing. And hearing by the word of God, says the apostle
Paul (Romans 10:17). Faith comes by akoe, from akouo, “hearing.” Faith
never comes by ‘seeing.’
Stop trying to make faith come by seeing. God gives no ocular evidence of
the kingdom. Stop telling the world that He does. Instead, ‘see’ what you
‘hear.’ Just like Jesus said to.
For we walk by faith, not by sight.
(2 Corinthians 5:7)
We walk by faith; that is, we walk by those words that we “hear,” akouo, not
by sight, not by eidos, from eido, to “see.”
We walk by what we “hear,” not by what we “see.”
Stop inviting the world to walk by sight. God gives them no such invitation.
Who authorized you to? The more you attempt to convince by sight, by
veritas, the farther from faith, from aletheia, you actually distance them.
And the farther you distance them, the farther you distance yourself in the
process as well.
Jesus says you have a problem with your eyes. They’re still open!
When you attempt to produce evidence for the world to ‘see,’ you’re putting
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the candle under the bushel. And nobody sees when you do that. Everybody is left in the dark. Including you. The light is His word. It’s the only
light that there is. And this light, His word, is not for your eyes. This light,
His word, is only for your ears. The ‘hearing’ is the ‘seeing.’
Blepo tis akouo. Unlike the wise and prudent, see only what you hear.
These all died in faith,
not having received the promises,
but having seen them afar off,
and were persuaded of them,
and embraced them, and confessed
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
(Hebrews 11:13)
They ‘saw’ the promises that they actually only heard.
These all died in faith, faith which they got only by hearing by the word of
God, having seen, eido, the promises afar off. They saw what they heard.
Even at a great distance. And they were persuaded, and embraced what
they saw through hearing, and confessed that they, like the promises they
had heard, were not of this world.
The just shall live by faith (Romans 1:17). And what is faith?
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not
seen (Hebrews 11:1).
Paul says, For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for
what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? (Romans 8:24)
Hope, the very substance of faith, must retain its ‘unseen’ quality, or it ceases
to be hope, for why would you hope for that which you already ‘see’? reasons
the apostle.
What a man seeth, the word blepo again, declares Paul, can never be that
which saves you.
Faith is not the evidence of ‘things seen,’ insists the apostle. Faith is only the
evidence of things not seen.
Not seen. Never seen. Always hidden. Only talked about, never shown.
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Stop trying to make faith the evidence of ‘things seen.’
Faith is a wholly ‘non-seeing’ experience. It is an ‘hearing-only’ experience.
Stop trying to make it something that it cannot possibly be.
Veritas says, “Show me and I’ll believe it.”
Aletheia says, “Just tell me and I’ll believe it.”
God gives the world only one thing to ‘see’ to prove His case: you.
And when he was demanded of the Pharisees,
when the kingdom of God should come,
he answered them and said,
The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:
Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there!
for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you.
(Luke 17:20–21)
Guess what the word Lo means in the Greek. It’s the word idoo, just another
derivative of the same word eido. It means “to see or behold.” The kingdom
cannot be “seen.”
Jesus said, the true messengers of the kingdom will never run around saying
“See here,” or “see there.” Never! Don’t go around looking for visual evidence of
the kingdom over here or over there. There is none. Behold, eidou, “see,” the
kingdom of God is on display only within you.
You are the only ocular evidence of the kingdom of God that God will ever
give the world. By God’s very own Intelligent Design, you’ll never find anything, anywhere else to prove it. Not in the stars. And not in the strands.
You’re it. You’re all they get to ‘see.’
“But with no ocular evidence, and only His word to offer them,” you may
protest, “will I not look utterly foolish in their eyes? And amazingly weak?
And possibly base, and maybe even despised?”
I certainly hope so! Because that’s the actual stated goal!
For after that in the wisdom of God
the world by wisdom knew not God,
it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching
to save them that believe.
(2 Corinthians 1:21)
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In your wisdom, you’ve been trying to make the gospel look wise.
Do you not understand? By the very wisdom of God, it is now the foolishness of preaching that saves men. If the gospel is not offered as foolishness,
but rather as wisdom, then you’ve violated the very spirit of its delivery
intended by God. If you attempt to make the gospel seem wise and reasonable, it’s only because you’re wanting the wise and reasonable to see it. And
if you’re attempting to do exactly what God Himself has sworn not to do,
then stop!
It’s supposed to be ridiculous. He designed it to be ridiculous. You’re not
authorized to make it look anything other than ridiculous.
After all, what could be more foolish than to ask someone to stake their
eternal destiny strictly on the unseen and unverifiable word of an unseen
and unverifiable God?
The only time that the eternally wise gospel of Jesus Christ ever really works
is when it is presented as one foolish man’s foolish words about foolish
things, foolishly spoken to another fool.
Otherwise, you just get the wisdom of men. And there’s no salvation in
that.
It’s sound, not sight. It’s faith, not fact. It’s foolishness, not wisdom. And
it’s aletheia, not veritas.
Veritas is non-faith. Veritas is un-faith. Veritas is anti-faith. Veritas is
only ‘the evidence of things seen,’ and therefore cannot possibly also be the
evidence of things not seen.
Veritas is devil’s-faith. “If you’re really the Son of God, show me,” says Satan
to Jesus in the wilderness.
And when the tempter came to him, he said,
If thou be the Son of God,
command that these stones be made bread.
But he answered and said,
It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth
out of the mouth of God.
(Matthew 4:3–4)
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No, says Jesus. I will not ‘show’ you. I don’t need to ‘see.’ I live only by the
words that I ‘hear’ proceeding from the mouth of God.
A man lives not by the bread that he sees, but rather by the words that he
hears. Not by what goes into his mouth, but rather by what comes out of
God’s mouth. Not by what goes into his mouth, but what goes into his
ear. By every unseen word that is now proceeding out of the mouth of an
unseen God into his ear, the just shall live by an unseen faith.
How serious is God about this ‘non-seeing,’ ‘non-ocular,’ ‘hearing-only,’ ‘noobservation’ way of relating to Him?
God says, I sware in my wrath they shall not enter my rest (Hebrews 3:11).
And ... they could not enter in because of unbelief (Hebrews 3:19).
Rest is that particular word that God chooses to describe the relationship
with Him that a man may only enter into by faith, where he rests on what
He only ‘hears’ from God without the need to verify it for himself. It’s that
restful relationship which comes only by hearing and never by sight.
Do your homework. Read the history. The affliction of the children of
Israel was that they always believed what they saw instead of what they
heard. They continually walked by sight and not by faith.
Want to make God so mad that He swears? Just keep doing it your wise
and prudent and ‘ocular’ way.
God is so serious about providing an exclusively ‘non-ocular-evidence relationship’ with man that He swears, If any man draws back from this posture
of faith, from this evidence of things not seen, my soul shall have no pleasure
in him (Hebrews 10:38).
And according to God, when you draw back from faith, aletheia, you draw
back unto sight, veritas. And when you draw back unto sight, God says, you
draw back unto perdition, apoleia, “utter destruction” (Hebrews 10:39).
With aletheia, finding the truth becomes the simple process of God’s ‘unconcealment’ of His word to my ear. It is strictly the Source of the ‘unconcealment’ to which I must now have respect, not the substance of the
‘unconcealment’ itself. I must declare His word to be truth, even before the
‘content’ of the uncovering is examined. Before I measure it with my own
eyes to see if it corresponds to my reality.
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That is called faith. And faith allows God to do something astonishing with
me:
Trust is the implicit requirement of aletheia. Another, Whose word I deem
reliable, must see the truth for me, and then tell the truth to me. And in
order to preserve the trust required in aletheia, faith allows me to do something absolutely remarkable: by faith, I can now allow God to give me truth
that is impossible to verify! And God really likes that!
That we should be to the praise of his glory,
who first trusted in Christ.
In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation:
in whom also after that ye believed,
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.
(Ephesians 1:12–13)
The phrase we who first trusted sounds like Paul is saying ‘we’ trusted before
‘you,’ but that’s not what he’s saying at all. First trusted is one word in the
Greek, proelpizo, which means “to hope in advance of other confirmation.”
The apostle says he trusted the word that he heard in advance of any confirmation. And you, he says to the Ephesians, did the same. After you heard
the word of truth, you trusted without veritas, just like me.
That is the extraordinary power of aletheia.
With aletheia as truth, like the centurion who came to Jesus on behalf of
his sick servant, I can now say to Jesus what I could never say before:
The centurion answered and said,
Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest
come under my roof: but speak the word only,
and my servant shall be healed.
For I am a man under authority,
having soldiers under me: and I say to this man,
Go, and he goeth; and to another,
Come, and he cometh; and to my servant,
Do this, and he doeth it.
(Matthew 8:8–9)
With aletheia as truth, I can now say, Speak the word only. Only with
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aletheia is His word alone enough.
And with aletheia, Jesus can now say back to me what He could never say
before:
When Jesus heard it, he marvelled,
and said to them that followed,
Verily I say unto you, I have not found
so great faith, no, not in Israel.
(Matthew 8:10)
Want to surprise Jesus? Amaze Him? Cause Him to stop and marvel?
Then close your eyes. And open your ears. And ‘see’ what you ‘hear.’ And
believe it.
To attempt to verify aletheia is to draw back from faith and to make myself
again the final arbiter of truth. To attempt to verify ‘by sight’ that which has
been ‘unconcealed’ to me ‘by hearing’ is to ‘conceal again the unconcealing.’
The very thing the serpent did in the garden with Eve. To see is to die. To
hear is to live.
For judgment I am come into this world,
that they which see not might see;
and that they which see might be made blind.
And some of the Pharisees which were
with him heard these words,
and said unto him, Are we blind also?
Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind,
ye should have no sin: but now ye say,
We see; therefore your sin remaineth.
( John 9:39–41)
Let Jesus make you blind so that you can really see.
The difference between veritas and aletheia is nothing less than the difference between death and life. To walk by sight is not to walk by faith. And
not to walk by faith, according to God Himself, is to perish.
Veritas is the kind of truth that men got in the garden exchange, when their
eyes were opened, and they could finally see for themselves. And open eyes,
according to Jesus, are blind eyes. But now ye say, We see; therefore your
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sin remaineth. Veritas always demands observable proof.
Aletheia, on the other hand, is the kind of truth Adam and Eve had before
the exchange, when simply hearing God’s word was enough all by itself.
And aletheia always demands that there be absolutely no observable proof.
Stop trying to find observable proof for the kingdom of God. By God’s own
Intelligent Design, there is none. Do you not understand? If you continue
to insist that they ‘see’ your ‘evidence’ that’s not even really there, you will
damn souls, not save them.
Close your eyes and simply listen. And bid them do the same. Then you’ll
really ‘see’ the kingdom.
Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom
of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein (Luke 18:7).
If you don’t receive the kingdom like a little child, you can’t come in at all,
declares Jesus. Little children always believe exactly what you tell them.
Just say it and they believe it. It’s always as simple as that. They always ‘see’
exactly what they ‘hear.’ It’s called imagination. And children always have
imagination in abundance.
But Jesus says the ability to ‘see what you hear’ is more than mere imagination. He says it’s ‘kingdom sight.’
Real faith, when it’s hearing by the word of God and not just a man’s madeup word, is simply God’s grown-up version of imagination for all the babes
in His kingdom.
If I say it, says Jesus, see it. And don’t see it if I don’t say it.
It is written in the prophets,
And they shall be all taught of God.
Every man therefore that hath heard,
and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto me.
Not that any man hath seen the Father,
save he which is of God,
he hath seen the Father.
( John 6:45–46)
If you ‘hear,’ and learn of the Father, you’ll come to Me. Nobody ‘sees’ the Father
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but Me. Trust Me when I ‘tell’ you what I’ve ‘seen.’ I’ll ‘declare’ unto you what
I’ve seen, so that you can ‘see’ what I see.
That’s the way it works. And that’s the only way it works. It’s always aletheia.
It’s never veritas. It’s always ‘hear and see.’ It’s never ‘see and see.’
For those of you who are already students of the scripture, “truth as unconcealment,” rather than “verification by observation,” causes all of the ‘truth’
scriptures to read much differently now. For example:
The law was given by Moses, but
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
( John 1:17)
Now it can be understood that John is actually saying, “The law was given
by Moses, but grace and unconcealment came by Jesus Christ.” Then the
very next verse becomes the explanation for why there needed to be an unconcealment in the first place.
No man hath seen God at any time;
the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father,
he hath declared him.

( John 1:18)

No man has seen God at any time before, because He has been ‘concealed.’
But Christ, Who is in the very bosom of the Father, and therefore the only
One Who is in the unique position to do so, ‘unconceals’ God accurately
for the very first time in Himself.
The word declared means “to consider out (aloud), to rehearse or unfold.”
That’s the language of unconcealment. That’s the ‘hearing that gives sight.’
Those are the very words that create the sight of faith. The Father is declared
so that you can see for the first time what you now hear from Jesus for the
first time.
With truth as unconcealment, the implication of John 1:17 is also now astonishingly changed. It can now be understood in a wholly different way:
John says that Moses has given, didomai, the law, whereas grace and truth
came by, genomai, “were brought into being,” by Jesus Christ.
And here is what now can be understood for the very first time:
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Everyone agrees that there is no grace in the law. Law and grace are the very
antithesis of one another. Paul clearly states that the law excludes faith, and
that faith is the direct result of grace.
And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them
(Galatians 3:12) and Therefore it [the promise of God to Abraham] is of
faith, that it might be by grace (Romans 4:16).
By the law, righteousness is earned. By grace, righteousness is given freely
as a gift. The law of Moses does not contain the grace brought into being
by Jesus Christ. There is no grace in the law. That’s easy to understand and
agree with.
But, according to John 1:17, it’s not just grace that is excluded from the law.
Astonishingly, truth is also excluded from the law.
There is no truth in the law.
If the law was given by Moses first, and grace and truth were brought into
being by Jesus Christ afterwards, then there is no grace in the law, and there
also is no truth in the law. There couldn’t be.
That thought is astonishing, only until you remember that the word for
truth, here and everywhere in the New Testament, is aletheia, not veritas.
John is simply saying that neither the grace – the unmerited favor of the
Father – nor the ‘unconcealment’ of the Father are anywhere to be found in
the law. If it could have been found there, there would have been no need for
Christ to have “brought grace and truth into being” after Moses had given
the law. But now, apart from the law of Moses, Jesus brings the grace and
unconcealment of the Father into being for the very first time. In Himself.
Nowhere in the New Testament scripture is ‘truth’ said to be ‘in the law.’ In
fact, Paul declares to the Jews that they only have the form of knowledge and
of the truth in the law (Romans 2:20). The form, morphosis, “formation, i.e.
(by implication), appearance (semblance or (concretely) formula); form.”
The law contains only the appearance of the truth, the shadow, as the writer
of Hebrews calls it. The substance of truth, that which fills up the shadow,
is Christ Himself.
According to Paul, the law never unconceals God. On the contrary, it actually conceals Him:
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And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face,
that the children of Israel could not stedfastly
look to the end of that which is abolished:
But their minds were blinded: for until this day
remaineth the same vail untaken away
in the reading of the old testament;
which vail is done away in Christ. But even unto
this day, when Moses is read, the vail is
upon their heart.
(2 Corinthians 3:13–15)
Even to this very day, says Paul, when the law is read, God is concealed from
the hearer. There is no truth, no aletheia, no unconcealment of God, in the
law. The only unconcealment in the law is the unconcealment of man, not
the unconcealment of God. The law only unconceals the sin of man.
Therefore by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight:
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
(Romans 3:19–20)
By the law is the knowledge of sin. Not the knowledge of righteousness.
The word knowledge, in this verse, is epignosis, from epiginosko, “to know
upon some mark, i.e. recognize; by implication, to become fully acquainted
with, to acknowledge.”
I recognize sin, not righteousness, by the law.
On the other hand, the gospel of grace and truth in Jesus Christ unconceals
the righteousness of God even as it conceals the sin of man.
But now the righteousness of God
without the law is manifested,
being witnessed by the law and the prophets;
Even the righteousness of God
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all
and upon all them that believe:
for there is no difference:
For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God;
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Being justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood,
to declare his righteousness for the remission
of sins that are past,
through the forbearance of God;
To declare, I say,
at this time his righteousness:
that he might be just,
and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
(Romans 3:21–26)

In the garden, God and man both began as unconcealed. When man, because of sin, covered himself with fig leaves, God covered Himself as well.
On mount Sinai, God came to man covered and concealed in thick clouds
and darkness and delivered to man His instrument, the law, for the uncovering of sin in man. When a man’s sin is now unconcealed and uncovered
by the law, God in turn unconceals and uncovers Himself in grace by Jesus
Christ. To those who refuse to have their sins uncovered by the law, God
and His righteousness remain covered as well.
The law conceals the righteousness of God and reveals the unrighteousness
of man. The gospel unconceals the righteousness of God and conceals the
sin of man.
But now the righteousness of God without the law
is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the
prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is
by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all
them that believe: for there is no difference.
(Romans 3:21)
Is there veritas in the law? Yes. Absolutely. It’s obedience is strictly based
on ‘verification by observation.’ The man who verifiably does these things
shall live. The doing of the law is strictly a ‘seen’ doing.
Is there aletheia in the law? No. Absolutely not. There is no unconcealment
of the Father in the law.
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Despite what the Pharisee says, when a man looks into the law, he never
sees God. The clouds are far too thick. And the veil is always upon his
heart.
Jesus didn’t say to Philip, If you’ve seen the law you’ve seen the Father.
He said instead, If you’ve seen Me you’ve seen the Father. I am the Truth,
the Aletheia. For the very first time ever, you can see what God is really like by
looking at Me. I am the only Unconcealment of God that has ever been seen or
will ever be seen.
Jesus saith unto him,
Have I been so long time with you,
and yet hast thou not known me, Philip?
he that hath seen me hath seen the Father;
and how sayest thou then,
Shew us the Father?
( John 14:9)
When Jesus said, Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free,
He spoke with those who already had the law. If there was truth in the
law, He could not have said, Ye shall know the truth. He would have said
instead, Ye already know the truth.
Truth as ‘unconcealment’ completely changes how the relationship of ‘grace
and truth’ has been perceived heretofore. Now grace and truth can no
longer be foolishly pitted against each other as though they were equal and
counterbalancing notions. As though grace and truth were paradoxical to
one another. Truth is no longer seen as ‘verification,’ veritas. It is now seen
for what God always intended it to be: ‘unconcealing,’ aletheia.
The ridiculous notion has been proffered that too much grace makes you
liberal and too much truth makes you legalistic. How absurd! That’s veritas’
version of truth.
Veritas as truth floats the preposterous notion that authentic discipleship
is always a delicate balance between too much grace or too much truth. But
defining truth as aletheia changes all that nonsense. If truth is ‘unconcealment,’ how would you ever get too much of that? How could you ever ‘hear’
too much and ‘see’ too much of what Jesus Himself ‘declares’ about the Father?
To see truth as a counter-balance to grace is to render other verses in scrip-
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ture equally absurd:
Do you think that when Paul declares, By grace are ye saved, that he should
have added, “But not too much grace, lest you become liberal in your savedness”? “Don’t forget an equal amount of truth!”
And great grace was upon them all, but a balancing counterweight of great
truth, you would need to quickly declare, lest your hearers be led into imbalance and error.
Thy word is truth. But no so much truth that you would become legalistic
of course. Thy word, you would always need to remind your hearers, is an
equal amount of grace.
And why did John say of his grace have all we received, and grace for grace?
What happened to the truth? What a terrible imbalance John offers here!
He should have said, “of his grace and truth have all we received, and grace
and truth for grace and truth.” Come on, John! Get it right!
I am the way the truth and the life, declares Jesus. But not too much truth!
I am an equal amount of grace, Jesus would have quickly added.
Ridiculous. Nonsense.
The word for truth is not veritas. The word for truth was never veritas.
That’s Aristotle’s word. That’s Aquinas’ and Anselm’s word. That’s Harvard’s word and the Church’s word. But it’s not God’s word.
Aletheia is God’s word.
Veritas as truth leads to nothing but scriptural error and dunder-headed
absurdity. And veritas leads to nothing but unbelief and death. Aletheia is
the word that God chose to convey His idea of truth. And it’s the only word
He chose for truth. And aletheia is “unconcealment.” And “unconcealment”
is what God really means when He says the word “truth.” And He never
means anything else.
Veritas proudly says, “I will call nothing true that I cannot see and verify.”
And all the Christians scramble around with eyes wide open, convinced
that they can surely find somewhere, somehow, that which God the Expert
Himself says does not even exist.
But aletheia humbly says, “I will call nothing true that I can see and verify.
I will only call true that which I hear, and only that which I hear from Him
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Whose word I trust.”
And aletheia never ‘draws back’ and acts like it’s the teller at the First Worldly
Bank of Faith by saying, “Yes, I can see here by Your word that it says You’re
God. But do You have a second form of ID?”
Listen closely: never again ask God for a second ID. He may just decide to
take His banking elsewhere.
God has intelligently designed His truth, aletheia, so that the only justifiable basis for believing it is the simple childlike consideration of Who said
it.
Thy word is truth. Thy word is unconcealment, aletheia. And Thy word,
without one additional ounce of veritas on my part or anyone else’s, is always
precisely enough.
His thoughts are never your thoughts. And His words are never your
words. And His truth is never your truth. And veritas is never aletheia.
Not by an entire universe.

Chapter 10
The Death of the Difference
From that time forth began Jesus
to shew unto his disciples,
how that he must go unto Jerusalem,
and suffer many things of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and be raised again the third day.
Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him,
saying, Be it far from thee, Lord:
this shall not be unto thee.
But he turned, and said unto Peter,
Get thee behind me, Satan:
thou art an offence unto me:
for thou savourest not the things
that be of God, but those that be of men.
Then said Jesus unto his disciples,
If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow me.
For whosoever will save his life shall
lose it: and whosoever will lose his life
for my sake shall find it.
(Matthew 16:21)
85
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Jesus has finally come to the end of His time here on earth with His disciples
and He begins to speak very openly. I am going up to Jerusalem to suffer at
the hands of the Jewish leaders, to be killed and then to be raised again on the
third day.
Peter’s reaction to this distressing news is to take Jesus and begin to set Him
straight:
Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee, says Peter.
The this to which Peter takes such great exception is the suffering and death
of which Jesus has just now plainly spoken for the first time ever.
But Jesus’ reaction to Peter’s words shocks everyone. He looks Peter straight
in the eye and says, Get thee behind me, Satan.
That is an astonishing thing for Jesus to say. What was the great offense in
the words of Peter? Had he not simply articulated that which every man
wants most for himself and those that he loves? To live and not die?
What more noble and universally accepted desire could any man ever express for himself or another? Wherein was Peter’s great sin? What could
possibly have caused Jesus to react in such a violent way so as to address
Peter as though he were speaking directly to Satan himself ?
Would it not have been more appropriate for the kind and caring Jesus to
have said something like, Peter, I can see that among all the disciples that follow
me, you are the one who loves me the most. No one else comes even close to
showing such a great and caring concern for me as you. And though I appreciate
the ardent expression of love contained in these words you’ve spoken to me, I’ve
got a job to do, and I must be about my Father’s business. But I can’t tell you
how much I appreciate your obvious love and concern.
Instead, Jesus turns to Peter and hurls His words directly into his teeth:
Thou art an offence unto me.
The word offence, skandalon in the Greek, described a “hunter’s bent-stick
snare,” used for trapping his prey.
You have set a baited hunter’s snare, says Jesus to Peter, to entrap Me.
What a strange thing to say. In what way were Peter’s words a “hunter’s
snare” for Jesus Himself?
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Peter’s offence, his trap, according to Jesus, lies in the fact that he savourest
the things of man and not the things that be of God. “To savour,” phroneo, is
“to set the affection upon, or to desire and approve of something or someone.”
And on one level, Jesus’ rebuke of Peter makes perfect sense. Unless Jesus
dies, the world is forever lost in its sin. And that’s altogether understandable.
But the telling moment in this passage occurs immediately after the rebuke,
when Jesus turns to his disciples and explains the real and shocking reason
why He has rebuked Peter at all.
If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow me.
That was the real shocking revelation: it’s not just Me that has a cross, declares Jesus. You have a cross, as well. And it’s not just Me that has to die. If
you would come after me, you must die as well. And that news would have left
every disciple utterly astonished!
Jesus’ cross might have been anticipated. Your cross could not possibly have
been. The idea that Christ must die for the sins of the world, though tragic
in the disciples’ eyes at that moment, will at least later be, in light of the
greater good, understandable, acceptable, and even desirable.
The idea that you must die with Him is neither understandable nor acceptable. And not in the least bit desirable. Not now. Not later. Not ever.
Nevertheless, according to the words of Jesus Himself, the cross is the one
single inescapable requirement for every man, any man, and all men who
would desire to come after Him. No cross, no following Christ; the cross
is the only place to which Jesus is going.
Moses had once stood on the mountain and cried, Choose life.
But now, astonishingly, in an entire universe away from what we would ever
have expected, Jesus stands in the desert and cries, Choose death.
But because we have not prepared ourselves to anticipate and embrace the
immeasurable-by-an-entire-universe of difference that lies between every
thought of His and every thought of ours, we still hear Moses – even in the
plainly spoken words of Jesus – and we mistakenly assume that Jesus must
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also be saying what Moses said: Choose life.
But My thoughts are not your thoughts, says God. Not one. Not ever. Not
even close. No exceptions.
Choose death, says Jesus. Not life.
But that’s probably not even close to what your pastor tells you to choose.
Or what your favorite TV preacher tells you to choose.
Or what any of your church friends tell you to choose.
Or even what you tell yourself to choose.
But that doesn’t seem to bother Jesus in the least.
Because according to Him – that’s still – exactly and only – what God Himself tells you to choose.
There has never been another place, anywhere or anytime, where God’s
thoughts actually appear farther away from your own thoughts than right
here. Right here, in these very words of Jesus.
Nothing – and I mean nothing in the entire universe – could be further
from what you would have expected or desired Jesus to say.
But in responding to the call of Christ to take up your cross and follow Him,
the very idea that you would somehow, someway, hear anything other than
Jesus saying Choose death is difficult to imagine.
Moses’ call to “choose life” is nowhere to be found in these words of Jesus.
That call is for another people, at another time, in another place, under
another contract, through another prophet, for another purpose altogether.
An entire universe away from these words:
For Moses truly said unto the fathers,
A prophet shall the Lord your God
raise up unto you of your brethren,
like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things
whatsoever he shall say unto you.
And it shall come to pass, that every soul,
which will not hear that prophet,

The Death of the Difference

89

shall be destroyed from among the people.
(Acts 3:22)
This prophet, the One of Whom Moses himself prophesied, the One which
every soul must now hear or be destroyed, declares with no uncertainty
whatsoever that if you would follow Him, you must choose death.
The invitation to take up your cross and die with Him simply could not be
more clear.
And even the mere suggestion, even the very smallest hint, that out of this
clear call of Jesus to choose death, you would somehow instead hear Him
calling you to choose “your best life now” – is so utterly unimaginable, so
far from the correct side of the universe, as to be beyond comprehension.
When you attempt to overlay the unambiguously clear call of Jesus to follow
Him to suffering and death with the utterly contradictory notion of comfort
and prosperity, the only word that comes to mind is “surreal:” the totally
irrational juxtaposition of images.
Jesus says, If you choose to follow me, not only will you not find “your best life
now,” you will find instead, “no life now.”
In this world, the call to follow Jesus is never a call to life. It is, always and
only, a call to death.
The so-called prosperity gospel, with its “your best life now” message, is the
choose life message of Moses. It’s not even from the same side of the universe
as the choose death message of Jesus. That’s why its promises are all found
in the words of Moses, and none are found in the words of Jesus. But last
time I checked, it was Jesus, by Moses’ own insistence, Who was presently
speaking for God in all things. Jesus is that prophet, not Moses, Whom
you must hear or be destroyed from among the people.
Part of the confusion of the prosperity movement can be traced to the fact
that its proponents give equal weight to the words of Moses and the words
of Jesus. And oftentimes they give even greater weight to those of Moses.
But the writer of the letter to the Hebrews says that’s an unimaginably big
mistake.
He says that God did indeed speak in past times to the fathers by prophets
like Moses, but now, He speaks exclusively by His Son. And then he begins
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to detail the résumé of the only One through Whom God is now speaking,
to set what the Son says distinctly apart from what anyone else has ever
said before.
This One, he says, is unimaginably different than any other. And therefore
His words are unimaginably different than any other’s words. And from the
very first verse, he begins to lay out his case for comparison:
⋄ This One has been appointed heir of all things. Moses hasn’t.
⋄ This One is He by Whom God made the worlds. Moses isn’t.
⋄ This One is the very brightness of the glory of God. Moses isn’t.
⋄ This One is the express image of God’s person. Moses isn’t.
⋄ This One upholds all things by His own word. Moses doesn’t.
⋄ This One Himself purged our sins. Moses didn’t.
⋄ This One is seated at the right hand of God. Moses isn’t.
⋄ This One is the only begotten of God Himself. Moses isn’t.
⋄ This One is worshiped by all the angels. Moses isn’t.
⋄ This One sits on the eternal throne of God. Moses doesn’t.
⋄ This One laid the very foundation of the world. Moses didn’t.
⋄ This One made the heavens as well. Moses didn’t.
⋄ This One will have all things put in subjection under His very feet.
And no one else will. Not even Moses. (Hebrews 1–2)
There is no comparison, not by an entire universe of difference, between
what this One says and what anyone else has ever said before. Not even
Moses.
God, who at sundry times and in divers manners
spake in time past unto the fathers
by the prophets, Hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son...
(Hebrews 1:1–2)
Therefore we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have heard,
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lest at any time we should let them slip.
For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast,
and every transgression and disobedience
received a just recompence of reward;
How shall we escape, if we neglect so
great salvation; which at the first began
to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed
unto us by them that heard him?
(Hebrews 2:1–3)
Don’t tell me you already knew what Jesus would say before He said it.
Don’t tell me you already agreed with what Jesus would say before He
spoke. Don’t tell me Jesus just restated the same things others had said,
or simply deepened them a little in their meaning. Don’t tell me the old
has equal weight with the new. Don’t tell me that one should listen to the
prophets and kings of old, who attempted to hear and see these things but
failed, with the same carefulness that one listens to Jesus and His apostles.
The words of Christ supersede all others. The words of the New Covenant
supersede the words of the Old. Don’t trot out the prophets or the kings
and think their words are as weighty as the Lord’s and His apostles’. God
has now, not then, spoken unto us by his Son. And the Son is unlike any
other.
God says His thoughts are not your thoughts. But they are Christ’s thoughts.
And how shall we escape, the writer of Hebrews asks, if we fail to hear this
One Who now not only speaks for God, but speaks as God?
If failing to heed the word spoken through Moses in the law brought utter
destruction at that time, then how much worse will it be if you fail to heed
the word of this unimaginably superior One Who is speaking now?
“Listen closer,” he says, to the things that this One says. Not the same. And
certainly, God forbid, not less.
Don’t weigh Christ’s words in the balance with anyone else’s words and find
them to be of equal weight. And don’t let anyone else do that for you either.
They’re not equal. They were never equal. All the other words were merely
the shadow. This is the very Son that casts the shadow.
Give the more earnest heed, pissoteros, “more superabundantly,” to the words
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of Christ and His apostles than to the words that God spoke before through
anyone else. Including Moses.
See that ye refuse not him that speaketh.
For if they escaped not who refused him
that spake on earth, much more shall not
we escape, if we turn away from him that
speaketh from heaven:
Whose voice then shook the earth:
but now he hath promised, saying,
Yet once more I shake not the earth only,
but also heaven.
(Hebrews 12:25–26)
The one who spoke from earth is Moses. He speaks only from the Old
Contract. He speaks only of this life and the prosperity and blessings of
this world. His promised land is here. Now. In this life and in this world.
That word shook the earth.
The One Who speaks from heaven is Jesus. He speaks only from the New
Contract. He also speaks about life and prosperity and blessings as well,
but only for the next life. His promised land is not here. And it’s not now.
His promised land is heaven. And it is yet to come. This word shakes both
the earth and the heaven.
The message about living and life is only from Moses. The message about
suffering and death is only from Jesus. And the message of suffering and
death is precisely an entire immeasurable universe away from the message
of “your best life now.”
But, no matter what you might think about the prosperity gospel of “your
best life now,” in my opinion, it’s not really what you think it is at all. In
fact, I don’t think you could possibly, as yet, fully appreciate what it really
is.
If you think it’s great, as multiplied hundreds of millions of people around
the world obviously do, it’s not what you think it is at all. If you think it’s
terrible, like a few might (I think there were about four last time I counted)
it’s still not what you think it is at all.
Personally, I think the “your best life now” message is really what you would
never have imagined that it is. And personally, I think it’s absolutely beyond
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brilliant.
But before I tell you what I think the “your best life now” message really is,
let me tell you what I think it’s not.
First of all, I think it’s not a new idea. In fact, I think it’s a really old idea. In
fact, among ideas of this particular kind, I think it’s actually the very oldest
of them all.
Second, I think it’s not funny. As in, “not to be laughed at.” Not to be
joked about. And not to be not taken seriously. Not even in the least. Most
of its other critics (all two of them) consider it to be so theologically näive
and spiritually lightweight that it has become an easy target for those who
consider themselves to be the more ‘spiritually enlightened’ among us.
And third, I think it’s not going away. I think it will only get bigger. Because
it works. Better than you could ever imagine.
So what is it?
First of all, no matter how spiritually astute you think you are, I think the
“your best life now” message is more theologically sophisticated than anything you have ever seen before. Anything. Ever. Without exception.
Second, I think it’s about as far from being spiritually lightweight as you
are from the absolute end of the universe.
And third, I think it’s the only idea, in the entire history of all ideas, that
ever made God Himself sweat.
Let me explain: in the garden of Eden, when the serpent said to Eve, Ye
shall not surely die, we who ‘listened’ heard it as though the serpent were
making a full-frontal assault on God and His word.
We ‘heard’ in its content that what he said was an utter and absolute contradiction to exactly what God had just said.
And we assumed, mistakenly so, I think, that Eve heard it the same way we
did. But what we didn’t realize was just how subtle the serpent really was.
I believe that we accurately heard what he said, but missed entirely how he
said it.
Listen carefully: the serpent crafted his approach to Eve so wisely and so
wonderfully that the words Ye shall not surely die came out of his mouth
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not as an affront to God – not even as an utter contradiction to what God
had just said – but rather as the very warmest, most heartfelt, and most
uplifting words of encouragement that one who had feared that she might
just die had ever heard before.
To Eve, these words weren’t against anybody. These words were for somebody. These words were for Eve herself. And to her, these words were the
very words of life.
These were the most uplifting and encouraging words that Eve had ever
heard before: Eve, Ye shall not surely die. Like the patient who has been
told that he is terminally ill, having the smiling doctor stand beside his bed
and warmly say, “I’ve got some great news: Ye shall not surely die.”
No, Peter did not say to Jesus, Ye shall not surely die, as the serpent had said
to Eve in the garden.
He just said the very same thing in different words: Be it [that is, death and
its attendant sufferings] far from thee. This shall not be unto thee.
In other words, Ye shall not surely die.
And can you ‘hear’ Peter as he says those words to Jesus? He’s not saying
them to contradict Jesus. He’s saying those words to comfort Jesus. And
when he speaks, his eyes are full of the most loving care, and his voice is full
of the deepest concern that you could ever have even imagined. Peter says
those words to console and to encourage Jesus.
For Peter, these are the most loving words he has ever spoken to anyone in
his life.
And that’s exactly the message of the prosperity gospel.
Same message, different messenger. Once in the mouth of the serpent, then
in the mouth of Peter, and now in the mouths of the smiling prosperity
prophets.
All bringing the same exciting, warm and wonderful, soul-consoling and
encouraging news. All speaking with the very same care and concern of
those who have only your very best interest at heart:
“Great news. Ye shall not surely die as you feared you might. Put away
all those negative thoughts of suffering and death. Don’t even think about
them any more. You can have your best life now and don’t let anybody
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tell you you can’t. God doesn’t want you to suffer. Not even a little bit.
Suffering, poverty, sickness, discomfort, lack of any kind, Be it far from
thee. Don’t even think about that cross and all its pain. This shall not be
unto thee. Ye shall not surely die.”
And that’s what Peter said to Jesus.
And that message touches me, and touches you – and here’s the most astonishing thing of all – it even touches Jesus – at precisely our deepest level
of concern about life. And it answers all our fears with exactly the words
that we desperately wanted to hear God to say to us:
“That old cross is against you,” says “your best life now.” “Life and prosperity
are for you. Everything bad that you’ve ever imagined might come to pass?
Be it far from thee. This shall not be unto thee. Ye shall not surely die.”
Does God want you to live? “Of course He does,” they answer with a warm
and assuring smile. “In this life, God doesn’t want you to bear a cross. He
wants you to wear the most wonderful crown.”
And we wonder why the people who hear that gracious message rejoice and
glorify God for such wondrous words of consolation.
Ye shall not surely die. Now that’s great news.
But Jesus didn’t even hear Peter speaking. He heard someone else speaking
through Peter. Jesus was the only One Who recognized who was really making that gracious offer. And Jesus was the only One Who recognized that
this offer was the ‘baited bent-stick snare,’ set to entrap His soul and the
souls of all those disciples who were trying to decide if they would follow
Him.
Because Jesus was the only One Who recognized that, in this life, you cannot have “your best life now” and also die on a cross.
You cannot live and die.
It is an offence, a trapper’s baited snare, declares Jesus to Peter, to savor and
love the things that be of men, instead of savoring and loving the things that
be of God.
And here, Jesus has explained openly to His disciples for the very first time
what the things that be of God really look like.
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And unfortunately, what they look least like is the choose life blessings of
“your best life now.”
According to Jesus, the things that be of God not only don’t look like life
and its blessings, they look like the precise opposite, an entire universe away
from life and its blessings. The things that be of God look only like suffering
and death.
There is no comfort awaiting Jesus in Jerusalem. There is no prosperity
awaiting Him. There is not even any life itself awaiting Him. There is only
the promise of suffering. And the promise of death. And the promise of a
resurrection that lies only on the other side of the first two promises.
And according to Jesus, most astonishingly of all, there is only the same
promise awaiting all those who would decide to follow Him.
If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow me.
As Jesus approached Jerusalem, Satan was aware that time was running out
on eternity’s most cataclysmic spiritual event, the crucifixion of the Christ.
God had cursed the serpent with those prophetic words:
And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. (Genesis
3:15)
This was the woman’s seed. And this was the moment of the prophetic
bruise. And this was Satan’s very last chance to stop Jesus.
Knowing that subtlety has always been the very essence of his nature, do
you think that Satan held in reserve for this final moment his weakest argument, or his most persuasive?
The evidence that this is his very strongest argument against Christ can
be seen in the very reaction of Jesus to the words spoken by Peter. The
swiftness and strength of the rebuttal of Jesus is proportional to the force
of the temptation that lies within the snare of Satan’s argument.
Never, never in the history of the world, have such words emanated from
the mouth of God. This was simultaneously a rebuke and an utterly astonishing confession:
Thou art an offence, a snare, a hunters baited trap, unto Me, confesses Jesus.
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Even unto Me.
There had been no other snare for Jesus. Not the temptation in the wilderness after forty days of fasting, not the angry mobs that He had faced in his
own home town, and not the scribes and elders who were even then plotting
His very death. None had been even remotely close to being a snare.
But this was indeed a snare: Thou art an offence unto me.
These words of Satan, spoken through the concerned and caring Peter, were
those that Jesus took with Him into the garden of Gethsemane.
And unless you had stayed awake with Him through those awful hours –
and unless you had heard the agonizing prayer like none ever before or after
– once, twice, and yet an astonishing third time – from One who would
do anything to live except disobey His Father’s will – and unless you had
seen the very drops of blood that He had sweat over this snare – then you
could not possibly understand the power, the near-overwhelming power of
temptation even for God Himself in the flesh – that is here, in this word.
And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly:
and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood
falling down to the ground.
(Luke 22:44)
This is the snare. The agonizing snare. And there is none other beside it.
This awful cup of suffering and death that God is offering You, Be it far from
thee. This shall not be unto thee. Thou shalt not surely die.
Peter’s words – Satan’s words – echoed in Jesus’ mind as He wrestled in the
garden. This was the hunter’s snare. And if God Himself in the flesh sweat
great drops of blood to keep from being taken in this snare, why would we
wonder that mere men succumb so easily to the ensnaring power of “your
best life now”?
The only call of the Father to Jesus was the call to suffer and die. There was
no other call. Jesus had never been called to live. He had been born to die:
Wherefore when he cometh into the world,
he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not,
but a body hast thou prepared me. In burnt
offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast
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had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come
(in the volume of the book it is written of me,)
to do thy will, O God.
(Hebrews 10:5–7)

Jesus had been born to die. It was the will of God that He die. And you,
as His disciple, have astonishingly been ‘re-born’ to die with Him as well.
That is the will of God for you. In this world, just as there is no other will
for Him, there is no other will for you.
Christ’s only escape from the baited snare is our only escape from the baited
snare: to suffer and to die. Not my will to live, but Thy will be done, said
Jesus to the Father. And we must echo the same. I come to do thy will O
God, declares Jesus. And we must declare the same.
For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ,
not only to believe on him,
but also to suffer for his sake.
(Philemon 1:29)
Is His the gift of life and prosperity or the gift of suffering and death?
In the world ye shall have tribulation...
( John 16:33)
...we must through much tribulation
enter into the kingdom of God.

(Acts 14:22)

In entering the kingdom, does He promise us pleasure or pain?
For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us,
so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.
(2 Corinthians 1:5)
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that
we suffer with him, that we may be
also glorified together. For I reckon
that the sufferings of this present time
are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us.
(Romans 8:17–18)
If we suffer, we will also be glorified together with Him.
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If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny
us (2 Timothy 2:12). If we suffer with Him and only if we suffer with Him
shall we also reign with Him.
I die daily (1 Corinthians 15:31). Not “I live daily.”
And to all of those wonderful “snare-escaping” promises of suffering and
tribulation and death for both Christ and his disciples, the prophets of
prosperity smile and say, Be it far from thee. This shall not be unto thee.
“Those awful things are not the will of God for your life,” they assure you.
Thou shalt not surely die.
And in so saying, they utterly contradict God Himself. “Your best life now”
is the original, never-had-to-change-it-because-it-works-so-well baited snare
for both Christ and every man who would follow Him to die.
That, however, is not even within an entire universe of what you’ve been
told to believe.
And it’s probably not even close to what your pastor believes.
Or what your favorite TV evangelist believes.
Or what any of your church friends believe.
Or even what you yourself believe.
But it’s still, exactly and only, what God Himself believes.
You’ve been told that, in this world, God wants you to live. And to live well.
And to live long. And to live large. You’ve been told that you can bring the
greatest glory to God by “wearing your blessings well.” That you’ll bring
God the greatest glory by rising to the top of life through the favor that He
will give you with men, as He raises you to ever increasing heights of power
and influence in this world.
But is that how God did it with your Master? The One that you say you
would ‘follow’?
Do you not think that God favored Jesus even more highly than you? Did
God not get through Jesus the greatest glory for Himself that was divinely
possible? Did He not bless Jesus more in this world than He could ever
bless anyone else? To Whom has God given the name that is above every
other name in the world to come?
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Jesus prayed in the garden of Gethsemane, And now, O Father, glorify thou
me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world
was.
That’s a big request. Do you not think that God answered that prayer and,
with His very own Self, glorified Christ?
Of course He did.
And exactly how did He do that? In what manner? In what fashion did
the Great God of the universe, in His infinite wisdom and power, choose
to glorify Himself in Christ?
Did God bless Jesus in this world with a crown like the one that they promise
you, or did He bless Him instead with a cross, like the one they insist God
would never want for you?
Did He glorify Himself through Jesus with His “best life now,” like they
promise you, or with His most unimaginable “worst death now,” like the
one they insist God would never want for you?
In this world, did God lift Jesus to ever increasing heights of worldly power
and influence on the wings of the generous favor of men? Or did He instead
lift Him no higher than the height of the cross, not on the favor of men, but
on their unprecedented hatreds and murderous cruelties?
And did not God give the Son, Whom He loved most dearly, the very One
in Whom He was so well pleased, the greatest gift of all, by allowing Him
to cruelly suffer and finally to die for a world that didn’t even care? Exactly
how much power and influence do you have when you’re nailed to a cross?
By God’s very own design, was there ever a place, any place, meant to be a
place of any greater weakness or less influence than that which is found on
a cross? Is a cross not the ultimate place of weakness? Is that not how He
blessed and glorified Jesus? Blessed Him, not with power, but instead, with
weakness?
For though he was crucified through weakness,
yet he liveth by the power of God.
For we also are weak in him,
but we shall live with him by the power of God
toward you.
(2 Corinthians 13:4)
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On the cross, in weakness, God Himself was slain. Do you think that on
your cross – the one He says you must take up if you would follow Him –
you won’t be slain? That you shouldn’t be slain? That on your cross, you
should live and prosper instead? That thought is surreal.
If God made the cross to be the place of ultimate weakness for Christ, will
He now make it to be the place of ultimate power for you? If the cross was
ordained for the suffering and death of God Himself, how will your cross
be anything other than that?
The prophets of prosperity would have you rule in power here on earth.
Exactly like Jesus never did. Jesus would have you serve in weakness here
on earth. Exactly like He did. They would have you live and prosper here
on earth. Exactly like Jesus never did. Jesus would have you die and prosper
in the world to come. Exactly like He did.
If you would follow Him, you don’t get a different cross. You don’t get a
special cross. You don’t get an easy cross. A painless, free-from-suffering,
comfortable-and-prosperous cross. All who would follow Him just get the
same cross that He got. His cross was for dying. And so is yours.
And if it was only the cross whereby the Father favored and blessed His
only begotten Son, and if it was only the cross whereby the Father glorified
Himself with Himself in His only begotten Son, why would you think that
He now would bless and favor you and glorify Himself in you by employing
precisely and exactly the opposite means?
Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience
by the things which he suffered;
And being made perfect, he became
the author of eternal salvation unto
all them that obey him.
(Hebrews 5:8–9)
If the perfect, only-begotten Son of God learned obedience by the things
that He suffered, will you, unlike your Master, learn your obedience by the
things that comfort and delight you instead?
You’ve been called to follow. Not to lead. You don’t get to discover a new
path. You get to follow Him on the same path that He walks, or you don’t
get to follow Him at all. If you’re not pointed in the direction of Golgotha,
you’re not following on the same path that He walked. Because in this
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world, that’s the only direction Jesus ever went.
The very definition of following is to go where another goes. Not to go
where another does not go.
Jesus says, Follow me. Go where I go. Do as I do. I am taking up my cross to
die. And if you would come after Me, take up yours, and die with me.
Be it far from thee, said Peter to Jesus. Far from thee.
The only thing that is farther from death than life itself – is the good life
itself, the comfortable life itself, and the prosperous life itself. It is exactly,
precisely, an entire universe away from the suffering and death of the cross.
Silver and gold have I none, said Peter. “Well that’s a problem you need to
remedy,” say the prosperity preachers. “How can you have your ‘best life
now’ without any silver and gold?”
Thy money perish with thee, said Peter to Simon the sorcerer. “Better for
his money to perish with me than with he,” they quip.
Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come
upon you, says James. “I’d rather be weeping as a rich man than weeping as
a poor man,” they would all happily agree.
But in truth, it is only as Paul says it is: They that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare. They fall into the snare.
When God Himself has called you to die, the call to live becomes the chiefest
snare, scandalon, that hell ever invented.
And why is “your best life now” the greatest snare that hell has ever created?
Jesus had said, If any man would come after me...
Come after literally means, “to walk behind in the same way.” I’ll go first,
says Jesus, and you follow wherever I go.
Listen carefully: if you insist that you, as a follower of Christ, should live
and prosper, then that is nothing more than the veiled insistence – the very
same one that Peter made openly – that Jesus Himself should also have
lived and prospered.
After all, yours is the call to follow Him. And as His follower, you are not
allowed to go anywhere that He doesn’t go first. That’s the very definition

The Death of the Difference

103

of following.
Jesus said, The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect
shall be as his master (Luke 6:40).
The goal of discipleship is to simply do what your master does. Not to do
differently, but to do the same. To profess that you are a disciple of Christ
while you live differently than your Master did is to betray the very idea of
discipleship altogether. And the only way you can follow this Master to live
and prosper in this world is if this Master Himself also lives and prospers
in this world. You may only go where He goes.
Did He live and prosper? Then you may live and prosper. Did He suffer
and die? Then you must suffer and die.
The cross is an instrument of death – not an instrument of life. Not an
instrument of comfort or prosperity. Exactly how does one prosper on a
cross? Where is the comfort, in any measure, whatsoever, to be found in
the excruciating experience promised in a cross?
Do you imagine that when Jesus said, Take up your cross and follow me, that
He really meant, Take up as much of the riches of this world as you possibly
can, enjoy your ‘best life now,’ and we’ll just call that ‘being crucified’?
If you’re looking for that kind of experience, you’re following the wrong
Master. To Jesus, that kind of talk about living and life, about avoiding suffering and death, is Peter’s kind of talk. And Peter’s kind of talk is nothing
less than Satan’s kind of talk.
Any ‘Peter’ who would say to you as a follower of Christ that you should live
and prosper in this world would inarguably be saying that your leader – the
one that you are following – should also have Himself lived and prospered
in this world. That’s the only logical extension of that argument.
Jesus’ greatest temptation is also our greatest temptation. And to tempt
the followers of Christ to live and prosper is to tempt Christ Himself to
live and prosper. If you would tempt Christ, you have already tempted his
disciples. And if you would tempt His disciples, you have already tempted
Christ. Exactly like Peter did.
Satan, through Peter, lays the baited snare for both Jesus and His disciples
with the very same utterance. And that’s why Jesus turns quickly and addresses the rest of His disciples, to make sure they know that the reason
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they cannot live is the same reason that He cannot live.
Because we both, says Jesus, have crosses to willingly take up, and we both have
lives to willingly lay down.
You cannot follow Jesus where Jesus does not go. That’s a delusion.
And if you would follow Him to comfort and prosperity and life, then He,
of necessity, will have to have been there first, before you. Otherwise, you
can’t really be following Him at all. To get to “your best life now,” you’d be
doing something, but that something could never be called “following.”
And those who would attempt to convince you to the contrary, to tempt you
to the contrary, have forgotten that the call to a cross is never a call to life.
It is always and only a call to death.
They savor the things that be of men: life and all its comforts and its prosperity. And they are not even ashamed to tell you so. In fact, that is their
very boast. “Wear your blessings well,” they encourage you. “Glory in the
uncrucified life.” Precisely like Jesus didn’t. Their glory is in their shame.
Theirs is a crown theology. Not a cross theology. It’s a theology of life. Not
a theology of death. They glory in the crown of Christ and not in the cross
of Christ. And that is the very contradiction of Christ Himself.
But God forbid that I should glory,
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world is crucified unto me,
and I unto the world.
(Galatians 6:14)
The only invitation that Jesus ever extends in this life is the invitation to
die. Choose death, He says. And the invitation to do the opposite is Hell’s
greatest snare to both Jesus and every man who would follow Him.
The sheer evil genius of the “your best life now” message is that it is not
against God directly. It doesn’t have to be.
The logic goes like this: God is for man, therefore God is against whatever
is against man. That’s logical. And since suffering and death are obviously
against man, then God is obviously against suffering and death. And that’s
also logical. And since God is for man, and since life and prosperity are for
man, then God is obviously for life and prosperity. And that’s absolutely
logical as well. Simple logic. Complex lie.
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The subtlety of the prosperity message is this: it is ‘for’ man directly, in
a particular way that man cannot easily be convinced is, in and of itself,
against God directly. Because man has never been easily convinced that
being rich is ‘against God directly.’
The prosperity preachers have told their eager audience that Isaiah is wrong.
According to them, God really does think just like them. And instead of
a universe of difference existing continually between every one of God’s
thoughts and their thoughts, there is really a universe of likeness. And, according to them, if you want to be rich, it’s because God, Who is thinking
His very thoughts right inside you, wants you to be rich as well.
And consequently, they don’t even seem to hear the contradiction to what
they’re thinking when Jesus says, How hardly shall they that have riches
enter into the kingdom of God!
But the disciples who listened to Jesus that day heard exactly what He said.
And they were astonished out of measure!
How hardly shall they that have riches
enter into the kingdom of God!
And the disciples were astonished at his words.
But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them,
Children, how hard is it for them that
trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!
It is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter
into the kingdom of God.
And they were astonished out of measure,
saying among themselves, Who then can be saved?
And Jesus looking upon them saith,
With men it is impossible, but not with God:
for with God all things are possible.
(Mark 10:24–27)
Uncharacteristically, Jesus even repeats Himself for added emphasis. As
riches increase, He warns them, so does the difficulty of entering the kingdom of God increase.
That’s precisely the opposite of what the baited trap of the prosperity mes-
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sage teaches.
Here’s what the disciples actually heard that day, that astonished them:
Jesus said in effect, Forget about healing the lepers. Forget about opening the
eyes of the blind and forget about even raising the dead. There is no comparison
of miraculous difficulty anywhere else to be found that compares with this one:
the most difficult thing to do in all the world is to get a rich man into heaven.
Getting a rich man into heaven is only possible with God because ‘all’ things are
possible with God. But it is not in the least bit ‘probable,’ not even with God.
Don’t be deceived. When it comes to doing miracles, getting a rich man into
heaven is at the very top of God’s list in its degree of improbability.
But nobody even seems to even hear what Jesus says. In their prosperous
ignorance, they’re too busy celebrating their “financial breakthroughs.” But
you need to be very careful of exactly where that breakthrough might take
you:
And he spake a parable unto them, saying,
The ground of a certain rich man brought
forth plentifully: And he thought within himself,
saying, What shall I do, because I have
no room where to bestow my fruits?
And he said, This will I do: I will pull down
my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow
all my fruits and my goods. And I will
say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods
laid up for many years;
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.
But God said unto him, Thou fool,
this night thy soul shall be required of thee:
then whose shall those things be,
which thou hast provided?
So is he that layeth up treasure for himself,
and is not rich toward God.
And he said unto his disciples,
Therefore I say unto you,
Take no thought for your life,
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what ye shall eat; neither for the body,
what ye shall put on. The life is more
than meat, and the body is more than raiment.
Consider the ravens: for they neither
sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse
nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much
more are ye better than the fowls?
And which of you with taking thought
can add to his stature one cubit?
If ye then be not able to do that thing
which is least, why take ye thought for the rest?
Consider the lilies how they grow:
they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you,
that Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these.
If then God so clothe the grass,
which is to day in the field,
and to morrow is cast into the oven;
how much more will he clothe you,
O ye of little faith?
And seek not ye what ye shall eat,
or what ye shall drink, neither be ye
of doubtful mind. For all these things do
the nations of the world seek after:
and your Father knoweth that
ye have need of these things.
But rather seek ye the kingdom of God;
and all these things shall be added unto you.
Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
Sell that ye have, and give alms;
provide yourselves bags which wax not old,
a treasure in the heavens that faileth not,
where no thief approacheth,
neither moth corrupteth.
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For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.

(Luke 12:16–34)

The prophets of prosperity never cease to remind their followers that Jesus
said, It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. But they
somehow forget to tell them that His very next sentence was Sell that ye
have, and give alms.
Obviously the kingdom that the Father is pleased to give you has nothing
to do with riches in this world. Otherwise, you would be selling the very
kingdom that He had just been so pleased to give you. Your friends never
give you Christmas presents and then turn around and encourage you to
sell them afterwards. Neither does God.
They also conveniently forget to provide Jesus’ definition of the treasure
of the kingdom which is your Father’s good pleasure to give you, that He
speaks in the same breath: a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where
no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. The treasure is in heaven.
Do thieves approach the wealth here on earth? Yes. Do moths corrupt the
wealth here on earth? Yes. Then the treasure of the kingdom He gives us
cannot be those things.
“Your best life now” teaches that it’s actually easier, not harder, for a rich
man to enter the kingdom than any other. Riches, they declare, are themselves the very evidence of his favor and pleasure with you. The more of His
favor you acquire, the more riches you will acquire as its evidence. “Wear
your blessings well,” they encourage you. “For they are the very adornment
of God.”
To these, anything that would contradict that principle of worldly prosperity is automatically rejected as a lie. And conversely, anything that would
promote worldly prosperity is automatically received as the truth. From
this point of view, the true measure of a man’s godliness is strictly evidenced
in his material gain. Those who say that is not the message just haven’t been
listening well.
But listen as Paul describes these prophets of prosperity:
Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds,
and destitute of the truth,
supposing that gain is godliness:
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from such withdraw thyself.
But godliness with contentment is great gain.
For we brought nothing into this world, and it
is certain we can carry nothing out. And having
food and raiment let us be therewith content.
For the love of money is the root of all evil:
which while some coveted after,
they have erred from the faith,
and pierced themselves through with many
sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things;
and follow after righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, patience, meekness.
(1 Timothy 6:5–7)
Paul had a different take on the idea of seeking to be rich. Far from fulfilling you, he promised it would utterly destroy you. It will drown you in
destruction and perdition, he declares. That’s the real payoff for the baited
snare of “your best life now.”
“Contentment”? That’s a curse word to the prosperity movement. Contentment is the very essence of a lack of faith in their theology: “Dream bigger.
Desire more. Don’t settle for the little life. God wants to make you big in
this life. You simply can’t out-dream God.”
Where godliness is equated with worldly gain, Paul declares that that mind
is corrupt and destitute of the truth. The word “destitute,” apostereo, means
“to be kept back by fraud.” The “gain is godliness” idea defrauds the disciple
of Christ of any real gain. It is the baited bent-stick snare of “your best life
now.”
From such withdraw thyself. But thou, O man of God, flee these things.
“Let me tell you what real gain is,” says Paul:
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
(Philemon 1:21)
To die is gain. I never hear that message in “your best life now.” I do however, hear its oxymoronic contradiction: “To live is gain.”
No servant can serve two masters:
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for either he will hate the one,
and love the other; or else he will
hold to the one, and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
And the Pharisees also, who were covetous,
heard all these things: and they derided him.
And he said unto them, Ye are they
which justify yourselves before men;
but God knoweth your hearts:
for that which is highly esteemed among men
is abomination in the sight of God.
(Luke 16:13–15)

Jesus says the attempt to serve two masters, God and money, will always
require a convoluted justification of yourself before men.
There is an entire industry that has grown up around imagining that the
teachings of Jesus are really about economic and free enterprise ideas to
help His disciples achieve worldly success. Myriad scriptures are wrenched
from their intended heavenly context and made to serve totally earthly ends.
Men serve themselves while pretending to serve God. And the justifications
always follow.
“We are simply heeding our Master’s advice on the accumulation of wealth,”
they assure you. “Come with us and, for a price of course, we’ll teach you
how He would have you lay up treasures here on earth.”
And if you ask them if they’re sure that they’re really doing it “just like Jesus
did,” they always bristle with indignation and answer “Yes, of course we
are!”
But here is what is evident to anyone with at least two functional brain cells:
Unless they appoint as treasurer of their earthly economic enterprise one
who first steals all their money and then proceeds to successfully betray
them unto death for even more money, they’re definitely not treating their
enterprise the way Jesus treated His:
Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot,
Simon’s son, which should betray him,
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Why was not this ointment sold for
three hundred pence, and given to the poor?
This he said, not that he cared for the poor;
but because he was a thief, and had the bag,
and bare what was put therein.
( John 12:4–6)
As soon as you appoint Judas to be the treasurer of your free enterprise
endeavor, just like Jesus did with His, then I’ll know that you’re treating
your money with the very same regard that Jesus treated His. Until then,
we’ll all know you’re really just trying to make the real Master serve your
real master.
No man can serve two masters:
for either he will hate the one,
and love the other; or else he will
hold to the one, and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mammon.
Ye are they which justify yourselves before men;
but God knoweth your hearts:
for that which is highly esteemed among men
is abomination in the sight of God.
There is nothing that men esteem more highly than the accumulation of
wealth in this world. And whatever men highly esteem, Jesus says, God
finds “abominable.” The word is bdelugma, “a rotting stench.” Employing
Jesus’ words about the world to come in order to gather money for yourself
and your followers in this world is a rotten stench in the nostrils of God.
What Jesus says about money is astonishing in both its clarity and simplicity. There are, according to Him, simply and only two masters available to
serve. There is God on the one hand, and there is money on the other hand.
And that’s it. You will either serve God or you will serve money.
If you love the one master, according to the clear and unambiguous words
of Jesus Himself, you will hate the other. And if you hold to the one master,
you will despise the other.
Think about what Jesus did not say.
He did not say that if you love and hold to the one master, you will tol-
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erate, condone, accept, countenance, or live in harmonious and peaceful
co-existence with the other master. Instead, Jesus said that if you love and
hold to the one master, you will hate and despise the other master. The word
hate is the Greek word miseo, “to detest, especially to persecute.” To detest
is “to abhor, hate, loathe, shrink from, be unable to bear, to find intolerable.” The word despise is the Greek word kataphroneo, “to think against or
to disesteem.” To disesteem is “to insult or to show contempt for.”
That’s what He said. Don’t be confused.
Jesus didn’t say, “You cannot love God and also love money at the same time.”
That’s only what you think He said.
On the contrary, Jesus said that if you love and hold to God, you will hate
and despise money. And as astonishing as it may seem, that means that if
you do not hate and despise money, you do not love and hold to God.
That’s what He said. Don’t be confused.
Simply said: if you love the one master (God), you will hate the other master
(money). And if you hold to the one master (money), you will despise the
other master (God).
But that’s probably not even close to how your pastor tells it.
Or how your favorite TV preacher tells it.
Or how your church friends tell it.
Or even how you yourself tell it.
But that doesn’t seem to bother Jesus in the least. Because according to
Him, that’s still – exactly and only – how God Himself tells it.
Yes, I know. Jesus isn’t saying what Moses said about money. Not even
close. And Jesus isn’t saying what Solomon said about money. Also not
even close. Jesus isn’t saying what anyone else is saying about money. Not
by an entire universe.
But then again, Jesus isn’t saying anything about anything that anyone else
is saying. He alone speaks for God. Because He is the Word. And there is
no other.
My thoughts are not your thoughts, declares God. Not one. Not ever. Not
even close. No exceptions.
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Don’t listen to what men say about riches. Listen to what Jesus says about
riches. Here are His thoughts, and they are utterly terrifying:
There was a certain rich man,
which was clothed in purple and fine linen,
and fared sumptuously every day:
And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus,
which was laid at his gate, full of sores,
And desiring to be fed with the crumbs
which fell from the rich man’s table:
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.
And it came to pass, that the beggar died,
and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s
bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried;
And in hell he lift up his eyes,
being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off,
and Lazarus in his bosom.
And he cried and said, Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus,
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water,
and cool my tongue;
for I am tormented in this flame.
But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou
in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things,
and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now
he is comforted, and thou art tormented.
And beside all this, between us and you
there is a great gulf fixed: so that
they which would pass from hence to you cannot;
neither can they pass to us,
that would come from thence.
Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father,
that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house:
For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto
them, lest they also come into this place of
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torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses
and the prophets; let them hear them.
And he said, Nay, father Abraham:
but if one went unto them from the dead,
they will repent. And he said unto him,
If they hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded,
though one rose from the dead.
(Luke 16:20–31)

In the most frightening word-picture Jesus ever drew, He actually depicts
a man in the very torments of hell. And most astonishingly, it’s not the
homosexual that you were so sure it would be; it’s not the prostitute or
the sinful publican, and not even the abortionist. It’s the one you never
imagined it would be: it’s the rich man.
Why? Because, Thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, Abraham
tells the rich man.
Sorry. You already had “your best life now.”
To live sumptuously and luxuriously every day is the actual stated goal of
the prosperity message. Do you not find that astonishing?
“Well what about what Proverbs says about money?” the preachers of prosperity protest. “What about what Moses said in Deuteronomy about creating wealth (Deuteronomy 8:18)? We must ‘rightly divide the word’ (2
Timothy 2:15),” they insist.
Listen carefully: Solomon doesn’t speak for God about money. Moses
doesn’t speak for God about money. Jesus alone speaks for God about
money.
And Jesus speaks for God not only about money, He speaks for God about
everything! Out of the cloud, God looked at Moses and at Elijah, the law
and prophets. Then He looked and Jesus. And He said, with an audible
voice so that Peter, James and John would be sure to get it straight, Hear ye
Him.
Do you think that He really meant Hear ye Him on every subject except
money? This is the Son! Hear ye Him! Do you not know that His word
is preeminent in everything? He doesn’t just bring the word. He is the
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Word! There is no dividing the word of Christ with someone else’s word.
You divide everyone else’s word by His. You divide His by no one else’s.
Do you think that He really meant that you should trot out Moses and
Solomon with whatever they say about money and balance what Jesus says
about money?
Do you not understand? With an audible voice, God instituted, once and
forevermore, the HYH rule: Hear ye Him. On everything!
There is no way you can take the words of Jesus on money and come up
with “your best life now.” You would have to give equal weight to Moses and
imagine that his words are just as valid as the words of Jesus that contradict
them.
Jesus isn’t saying about money what Moses is saying about money. He’s not
saying what anyone else is saying about money. He’s saying precisely the
opposite of what everyone else is saying about money:
Woe unto you that are rich!
For you have received your consolation.
(Luke 6:24)
That is Jesus’ word about riches. And no one even seems to take notice that
the word “consolation” that Jesus uses here is the Greek word paraklesis.
That’s from the very word that Jesus uses for the Holy Spirit, the parakletos,
“the Comforter” ( John 15:16).
“Your best life now” already has its very own “holy spirit,” says Jesus. It is
the spirit of mammon. And that spirit leads and guides and comforts the
prosperous and the would-be prosperous in this world exactly like God’s
Holy Spirit leads and guides and comforts believers in this world.
Jesus warns, you cannot have both the Comforter of God and the consolation of money. You will hate the one, He declares, and love the other, or
hold to the one, and despise the other. Every time. No exceptions. You
cannot serve God and mammon.
If you have the comfort of one, why would you ever seek the comfort of the
other? You won’t. And you can’t.
Instead of, Woe unto you that are rich! For you have received your consolation, astonishingly, “your best life now” transforms Jesus words into “Wel-

116

The Contradiction of God

come unto you that are rich! For you have received His consolation.”
Jesus has a special word for the rich of this world: “woe.”
In the Greek, “woe” is “a primary exclamation of grief.” “Grief ” is not the
word the prosperity preachers ever associate with money. They use words
like “joy” and “happiness” and “fulfillment” instead. And especially they use
the word “blessing.” But never woe.
Do you not find that telling? Woe is exactly one entire universe away from
any words that they ever use to describe riches. But it’s the only word that
Jesus uses.
The preachers of prosperity are quick to tell you that Jesus talked more
about money than He talked about heaven and hell. They just forget to tell
you that He never said one good thing about it.
Woe pretty well sums up in one word everything that Jesus said about money.
With Moses as chief negotiator, God entered into a contract with the Jews
at Mount Sinai to bring them into a promised land. The contract was called
the Law. If they would just keep ten simple terms of that contract, God had
agreed to bless them.
The law was filled with wonderful promises of the most wonderful blessings and wonderful benefits imaginable. And those blessings were to be the
actual evidence, the very sign, that they were succeeding in the terms of the
contract. And every one of them was a blessing to be enjoyed in this world.
And this promised benefits-and-blessings package of the law is the very
same one promised week after wonderful week by all the smiling prosperity
preachers. But this is the one thing they have kept absolutely secret from
their audience:
You know all those wonderful blessings of the law that Moses enumerated
as he stood on the mountain and cried, Choose life? Their bestowal was
100% conditional on keeping the law. Every single one of them. Without
one exception.
And do you know exactly how many benefits were actually paid out over
the entire life of that contract? Do you know, of all those blessings that
Moses listed, how many of them were ever actually bestowed on anyone?
The answer might surprise you: not a single one. Not ever. Not one time.
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Not on one single person and not on one single occasion. Because no one
ever qualified for one single blessing under that contract. Because not one
single person ever kept the law. And neither do you.
“But,” those prophets will protest, “Christ kept the law on our behalf. Christ
has procured all of those blessings of the Old Contract for us now to enjoy
under the New.
“Have you not read,” they will say, “For all the promises of God in him are
yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us”? (2 Corinthians 1:20)
Are you sure about that? Are you really sure it’s all the promises of God?
After all, God promised Abraham all the land between the Nile and the
Euphrates. Are you saying all of that prime real estate really belongs to you
now? I suggest you go tell the people living there now that God promised
you that land and they need to start packing. Plus, don’t forget that all those
curses Moses proclaimed from mount Sinai were promises too. You might
want to rethink that all the promises idea. I’m not sure you really want any
of those, much less all of them.
But actually, if you read it again, more carefully this time, you’ll see that
the only promises that are yea and Amen are the ones in Him. That is, in
Christ. That’s the qualifier. And only those things which are “of faith” are
in Him.
And unfortunately, according to the apostle Paul, the law is not “of faith:”
And the law is not of faith:
but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.
(Galatians 3:12)
The law is not in Him. And, therefore, the promises of the law, which is
not in Him, are also themselves not in Him.
The writer of Hebrews says the New Contract had to have brand new promises.
And the brand new promises, unfortunately for them, have made void the
very promises that “your best life now” keeps promising everyone.
It’s sort of like to trying to pay your bills in Confederate money. The promise
that made that a legal currency was voided long ago.
But now hath he obtained a more excellent
ministry, by how much also he is the mediator
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of a better covenant, which was
established upon better promises.

(Hebrews 8:6)

According to this, the new contract is established on better promises. And
better always means different. Better never means the same.
If someone tells you they like chocolate better than strawberry, you don’t
go away thinking they like chocolate and strawberry the same. Better automatically assumes different. You never say of two cars, “Which color is
better? The white one or the white one?” Better never means the same. The
definition of “better” is “of superior quality.” And “superior” quality never
means the “same” quality.
And these better promises, offered exclusively in the benefits package of the
New and better Contract, are only about the better world to come. None
of them is about this world, here and now.
And because the New Contract itself is better than the Old Contract, and
because the Negotiator of the New Contract is also better than the negotiator of the Old, and because the Priest of the New Contract is also
better than the priest of the Old, and because the sacrifice that sealed the
New Contact is better than the sacrifices that sealed the Old, so also are its
promises and blessings better than the promises and blessings of the Old.
So declares the writer of Hebrews (Hebrews 1:4–12:24).
The New is better and different than the Old by precisely an entire universe.
In fact, these better-different promises and blessings are the very foundation upon which everything in the new contract is built:
... a better covenant,
which was established upon better promises.
(Hebrews 8:6)
If you keep the old promises, you have to keep the Old Contract. Remove
the better promises, and you invalidate the better Contract. Keep the Old
promises, sprinkled with the blood of bulls and goats, and you invalidate
the promises sprinkled with the blood of Christ:
For when Moses had spoken every precept
to all the people according to the law,
he took the blood of calves and of goats,
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with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop,
and sprinkled both the book, and all the people,
Saying, This is the blood of the testament
which God hath enjoined unto you.
(Hebrews 9:19–20)
The old promises are sprinkled with the blood of bulls and goats. But the
better Contract with its better promises was sprinkled by a better blood. A
different blood:
It was therefore necessary that the patterns
of things in the heavens should be
purified with these; but the heavenly things
themselves with better sacrifices than these.
For Christ is not entered into the holy places
made with hands, which are the figures
of the true; but into heaven itself, now to
appear in the presence of God for us:
Nor yet that he should offer himself often,
as the high priest entereth into the holy place
every year with blood of others;
For then must he often have suffered since
the foundation of the world: but now once
in the end of the world hath he appeared
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.
(Hebrews 9:23–26)
Christ never entered into the holy places made with hands. And His blood
was never sprinkled on the promises in the book in Moses’ hand.
Listen closely: the blood of the first Contract is what made its promises
effectual. No blood, no death of the testator, no promises in effect. The
blood of the second Contract is also what makes its promises effectual. No
blood, no death of the Testator, no promises in effect.
But the New Contract is a different contract. A better contract. And the
New Contract has a different blood. A better blood. And the New Contract contains different promises. Better promises. And in order to keep
the old promises along with the new promises, you’d have to keep the old
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blood along with the new blood. And that would be an abominable mixture
in the sight of God.
The blood of bulls and goats, declares the writer of Hebrews, never truly
sanctified a single person. And the blood of bulls and goats never truly
sanctified a single promise:
For it is not possible that the blood of
bulls and of goats should take away sins.
Wherefore when he cometh into the world,
he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou
wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me:
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou
hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come
(in the volume of the book it is written of me,)
to do thy will, O God.
Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering
and burnt offerings and offering for sin
thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure
therein; which are offered by the law;
Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God.
He taketh away the first,
that he may establish the second.
By the which will we are sanctified through
the offering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for all.
(Hebrews 10:3–10)
That which was sanctified by the sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings
and offering for sin was not the will of God. Thou wouldest not, He says
of the Old. But I come to do thy will, O God. In so saying, He takes away
the first will, replete with its bull and goat blood-sprinkled promises, in order to establish the second will, replete with its Christ’s blood-sprinkled
promises. The second, sprinkled with the blood of Christ, cannot be established without the removal of the first, sprinkled with the blood of bulls
and goats.
The first promises and blessings were not the will of God. Ever. They were
not the will of God then, and they are still not the will of God now. They
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brought Him no pleasure. Ever. They were not His pleasure then and they
are not His pleasure now.
Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and
offering for sin thou wouldest not,
neither hadst pleasure therein;
which are offered by the law;
Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will.
If the promises and blessings of the Old Contract are the eternal will of
God, then so must the priesthood of Aaron and the tabernacle in the wilderness be the eternal will of God. And any man who insists that the promises
of the Old Contract are still in effect must, by that same word, insist that
the blood of the bulls and goats that sanctified those promises, and sanctified Aaron, and sanctified the tabernacle, and brought them into effect, is
itself still in effect.
And if the blood of the bulls and goats that sanctified the old promises is
still in effect, then the blood of Jesus is not.
To mix the blood of bulls and goats with the blood of Christ in order to
acquire the promises that were only made effective by that very blood of
bulls and goats is to mix the one thing that sanctifies with something that
doesn’t:
He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy
under two or three witnesses:
Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye,
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden
under foot the Son of God, and hath
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath
done despite unto the Spirit of grace?
(Hebrews 10:28–29)
The new blood sanctifies the new promises. It cannot sanctify the old ones.
They were already sanctified by another blood. And He does not sprinkle
the new on top of the old. Christ never entered that tabernacle to activate
those promises.
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The New Contract actually had to remove all of the old promises because
they were only temporary, and replace them with better promises that were
eternal.
Some will receive it as bad news, but you’re stuck with only the new and
better promises of Christ. And even though His promises are better by an
entire universe of difference, you may not find them better if your goal is
strictly earthbound.
The promises of the Old Contract were meant to prepare a people to inhabit
this world. That’s why they are only, each and every one, about this world.
The better promises of the new and better contract are meant to prepare a
people to inhabit a better country, an heavenly country, where God is not
ashamed to be called their God. A country that is better because it is eternal
(Hebrews 11:16).
The prophets of prosperity would have you believe that you may have both
the promises of the Old and the New Contract. Both the temporary and
the eternal. That you may be outfitted and prepared to live in both this
world and the next simultaneously. But unfortunately, that would require
that you listen equally to both Moses and Jesus simultaneously. And even
Moses himself says, him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall
say unto you. Hear him, not me.
And you might even be able to have both, if the two sets of promises weren’t
at exact odds with each other in their goals. But they are. Exactly by an
entire universe.
Moses said from the mountain, Take up your crown and follow Me to the
promised land by choosing life.
And Jesus said, Take up your cross and follow Me to heaven by choosing death.
Moses says, “Live.”
Jesus says, “Die.”
I have given them thy word; and the
world hath hated them, because they
are not of the world,
even as I am not of the world.

( John 17:14)

His word is the separator. Sanctify them by thy truth: thy word is truth,
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prayed Jesus. If you’re not separated unto God by His separated word, then
you’re not really separated unto God at all. The very thing that makes you
not of the world, even as I am not of the world, is His word. If they hate
you, it’s because they hate His word in you.
And if Jesus said they would hate you because of His word, then His word
must not contain a very popular message. Do you really think the world
hates the “your best life now” message?
Do you imagine that when people hear that “gospel” they say, “God wants
to make me rich? I just hate that idea. What doesn’t He just leave me alone.
I’ve got way too much money already.”
Even the self-righteous who despise sinners love the word of “your best life
now.” And even the sinners, who despise the self-righteous in return, love
that word as well. It’s a word for everybody. It’s a uniting word. It’s an
empowering word. It’s a liberating word. Everybody loves that word.
Everybody but Jesus. And the disciple who has taken up his cross to follow
Him. They hate that word.
The words that Jesus gives you will make the world hate you. Because the
only words that Jesus gives you will be the hated and despised words of
suffering and death. They will never be the beloved words of prosperity
and life. Do you imagine when people hear the word of suffering and death,
they say, “Yes sir! That’s just the kind of life I’ve always dreamed of!”?
My highest desire, says Paul, is that I may know him, and the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable
unto his death (Philippians 3:10).
The fellowship of His sufferings? Being made conformable to His death?
I must have missed the Sunday morning when they preached that. No. Be
it far from thee. This shall not be unto thee. Thou shalt not surely die. That’s
the Sunday message I hear. Every Sunday. And the world never grows
weary of it. Watching the audience as the preacher promises now-defunct
Old Covenant blessings about God wanting to make them the head and not
the tail is like watching a class of third graders as the teacher announces an
ice cream party. They are giddy with excitement, beside themselves in the
deliriously joyful thought of it (Deuteronomy 28:44).
But Paul was beside himself for something quite different. In truth, he
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declares, you will only know Christ and the power of His resurrection if
you share in the fellowship of His sufferings and are made conformable unto
His death. That’s the only way you can get to know Him. The suffering and
death precede the knowing and the resurrection. Death always precedes
resurrection. Every time. Without exception.
If we suffer, we shall also reign with him:
if we deny him, he also will deny us.
(2 Timothy 2:12)
The word “if ” actually means, “inasmuch as.” To the degree that we suffer
with Him in this world, we will reign with Him. No more, no less. No
exceptions.
Absent the suffering and death, you cannot really know Him at all. You’ll
only think you know Him.
Because a non-suffering and a non-dying Christ is no Christ at all. And a
non-suffering and a non-dying disciple of Christ is no disciple of Christ at
all.
And he who would imagine that he is the recipient of the promises from a
now-void Contract will on judgment day find out that he only had imaginary promises from an imaginary God.
And he who would imagine that he follows a non-suffering Christ through
a non-suffering life will on judgment day find out that he only had an imaginary relationship with an imaginary Christ.
And I greatly fear that the real Christ will say to him on that day, as he
desperately attempts to convince Him that his imaginary relationship with
Him was real, Depart from me, you worker of iniquity; I never knew you.
In this world, there is no life wish. There is only a death wish. And in this
world, there is no prospering Christ. There is only a suffering and dying
Christ.
There is no “best life now” for the disciple of Christ.
And anyone who tells you differently has been listening to Peter. And anyone who has been listening to Peter has been listening to Satan. And if
anyone, anyone at all, even an apostle of Peter’s stature, says to you concerning the suffering and death of the cross, Be it far from thee: this shall
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not be unto thee, thou shalt not surely die, the only right answer is heaven’s
answer.
Borrow Christ’s thoughts, those that are by nature an entire universe away
from your own, and deliver with the very same feeling that He did, the very
same message that He did:
Get thee behind me, Satan.

Chapter 11
The Denial of the Difference
Then said Jesus unto his disciples,
If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself,
and take up his cross,
and follow me.

(Matthew 16:24)

Before you choose death, says Jesus, you must first choose denial.
Everything that I have written so far has been to bring you to this very point
concerning what is contained in Jesus’ idea of denial.
This is the real contradiction of God. This is why everything you thought
you knew about God is wrong. The contradiction of God is not you contradicting God; it is God’s requirement that you contradict yourself.
In my opinion, if you fail to understand and embrace what I am about to
tell you, the consequences will be far beyond any you could yet possibly
imagine.
Let him deny himself, said Jesus. The translation of the original Greek
word aparneomai into the English word “deny” is a most unfortunate one
for modern readers.
The Greek word is actually a combination of two words. The first is apo,
meaning “off, or away from something near,” and in this particular case it
127
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means, “to the farthest extent, or utterly.” The second word is arneomai,
and it means simply, “to contradict.” So a correct rendering of the word
translated “deny” would be, “to utterly contradict.”
That means Jesus actually said: “If any man would come after me, let him
utterly contradict himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” Peter contradicts Christ; Christ then turns to His disciples and says, unlike Peter, you
must contradict yourself, not Me.
The notion of a required self-contradiction in following Jesus is by far the
most difficult thing for most people to grasp and to believe and to implement. But it is the very key to understanding everything that Jesus says. If
you fail to comprehend this single notion, in my opinion, you cannot but
fail in following Christ.
No self-contradiction, no following Christ.
His thoughts are not your thoughts because they are a contradiction of your
thoughts. His words are not your words because they are a contradiction
of your words.
Everything about you is a contradiction of everything about Him. You want
Him to give you the wisdom and the strength and the righteousness of this
world. He wants to give you the very opposites. His goals and His purposes
lie an entire universe away from your own, in an exact and precise utter
contradiction.
You want to go up. He wants you to go down. You want to rule. He wants
you to serve. You want to be first. He wants you to be last. You want to
live. He wants you to die. Everything you want is an utter contradiction of
everything He wants.
Therefore, every word that Jesus speaks to you as His disciple will, by necessity, be an utter contradiction to everything you presently believe. Every
single word. Every single time. Without one single exception.
And listen carefully: He has designed it so that you can only know for certain that you are really understanding what He says if you find in what He
says an utter contradiction to what you believed before He said it to you.
Do you understand? No contradiction of your word, no real comprehension of what He is saying.
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Why must it be so?
In the garden of Eden, the first lie ever told was the serpent’s contradiction
of God. God had said, In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely
die. The serpent said in simple and utter contradiction, Ye shall not surely
die.
You shall, said God; you shall not, said Satan. And that simple contradiction worked so well there that day that he’s never had to change the substance of his lies one bit.
Jesus said, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise
(Matthew 21:16). Out of the mouth of babes you also get perfect contradiction. Ever hear kids argue? “Did too!” “Did not!” “Did too!” “Did not!”
On and on they go until you force them to stop.
Who taught them that?
To a child’s mind, simple contradiction is the perfect argument. Because
the source of the argument – themselves – is always deemed to be unquestionably right. There is no need to marshal any greater logic than that; they
are simply considering the source. That’s the way gods always talk. They’re
always right when they speak. That’s the very reason why they’re gods! Ye
shall be as gods, said the serpent.
When Satan uttered his first contradiction in the garden, he assumed the
new role as the source of truth. His words were spoken as one who was
unquestionably right. He spoke his utter contradiction with the exact authority that he had heard God speak with before.
Ye shall not surely die, he declared to Eve. And there was not a molecule
of ambiguity in his words. Not a trace of doubt. They rang with the authenticity of the words of a god. And Eve received them just as though they
were.
Satan would be the un-God. The opposite god. And these would be the
un-God words. The opposite words. His utterly contradictory words to
God’s words. Satan hates God. And to be as un-like God as possible is to
place your own thoughts as far away from His as you possibly can. And
what is it that lies precisely an entire universe away from truth?
Why, of course, it’s the contradiction of truth.
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And what did man get when he chose Satan as his new source of truth? He
got the only “What is truth?” that Satan had in his new “Where is truth?”:
nothing less than the utter contradiction of the truth.
And that’s why God’s thoughts are not your thoughts. Not by an entire
universe. And that’s why His words are not your words. Not by an entire
universe. That’s why His words are true and your words are not. And that’s
why He hides the truth from the wise and prudent, who insist on keeping
their contradictory words, and why He reveals it only to babes, who have
abandoned theirs:
Because yours words are to His words exactly what Satan’s words are to
His words: an exact and utter contradiction.
In order to follow Jesus, He says, you must utterly contradict the original
contradictor, whose contradictions you now think and speak exclusively.
Jesus said to Nicodemus, If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe
not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? ( John 3:12)
According to Jesus, there are earthly things and there are heavenly things.
The self-contradiction that Jesus requires from His followers is not found
in the realm of math or science. Those are the earthly things.
Jesus is not saying that two and two will ever be anything other than four.
And He’s not saying that the sun revolves around the earth. All those
earthly distinctions will pass away presently, and only the heavenly ones
will remain. In the end, those earthly things will never have been the point
at all.
Those things which must be utterly contradicted are in the category of what
Jesus calls the heavenly things, or the things that be of God. All of your ideas
about those things lie in direct contradictory opposition to God’s.
Peter savors the life and the living, the things that be of men. He does not
savor the suffering and death awaiting at Jerusalem, the things that be of
God. And consequently, instead of contradicting himself, Peter contradicts
Jesus:
Be it far from thee Lord: this shall not be unto thee.
And by contradicting Jesus, Peter becomes the example of exactly what every man who would follow Christ must never do.
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Jesus turns to those who would consider following Him and says in effect:
If you don’t utterly contradict yourself, here and now, before we even begin this
journey, then five steps down this road, you’ll be utterly contradicting Me. Exactly like Peter just did. Like Peter, you want to live. And it will take nothing
less than an utter contradiction of yourself before you’ll ever embrace the utter
contradiction of taking up your cross and following me to die.
That’s why it’s so critically important to decide, before you accept the invitation to follow Jesus, that His words are the one and only source for truth.
That His words alone are the only “Where” in which truth will ever really
be found. That’s why a continuation all the way to discipleship in His word
is needed to find the truth that is really there. You will need to continue in
His words, because if you listen to them carefully, you will find that His
every utterance is a precise, different-by-an-entire-universe, utter contradiction to everything you say.
Every word He will say to you from the moment you begin to follow Him
will appear, to your natural way of thinking, to be upside-down, backwards,
and just plain wrong. It will appear to be an utter contradiction. Because it
is.
And if you’re unaware that with every word that He speaks to you, He
is requiring an utter contradiction of every word that you speak, like the
Pharisee in the temple, you will, without fail and without even knowing it,
synthesize His words with your own to make His agree and confirm your
own.
Instead of a contradiction of your words, you’ll find a confirmation of your
words. And like the Pharisee, you will only think you know the truth. And
you will only think you’re following Christ. Until that fateful day when Jesus
contradicts you before the Father and His angels.
The immeasurable difference in the way that He thinks is the utter contradiction of the way that you think. Therefore, nothing that He will say to
you from this point forward will ever sound like anything you would ever
recognize as truth again.
And here’s what that means for you. Listen carefully:
As His disciple, if anything that you hear Jesus say agrees with the thoughts
you already had on that given subject before He spoke to you, then you misunderstood what He really said, by precisely an entire universe.
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And as His disciple, if anything you hear Jesus say requires no utter contradiction on your part to accept as truth and believe, then you misunderstood
what He really said, by precisely an entire universe.
And as His disciple, if anything you hear Jesus say doesn’t shock you, and
amaze you, and cause you to say “No way that can possibly be true!” then
you misunderstood what He really said, by precisely an entire universe.
You missed the contradiction. By precisely an entire universe.
And if you would follow Christ, you must not miss the contradiction.
If Christ’s is the call to utterly contradict yourself, then everything that He
says to you from this point forward must, of logical necessity, be a contradiction to what you now believe.
If He asks you to utterly contradict yourself in everything you are currently
thinking, then everything you are currently thinking must be an utter contradiction to everything He is currently thinking.
And these are the eternal consequences if you fail to understand what Jesus
is saying about contradiction:
Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men,
him will I confess also before my Father
which is in heaven. But whosoever shall
deny me before men, him will I also deny
before my Father which is in heaven.
(Matthew 10:32)
The word deny that Jesus uses here is the same Greek word arneomai, to
“contradict.”
Jesus warns that whoever “contradicts” Him before men, He will also “contradict” before His Father on judgment day. But whoever “confesses” Him
before men, him will Jesus “confess” before His Father on judgment day.
And just like the word deny was an unfortunate translation from the Greek
into the English, so also is the word confess equally unfortunate. And this
is the second word that you really must understand.
The Greek word for “confess” is homologeo. It’s composed of two words:
homo, “the same,” and logos, “word.” In other words, to “confess” is to say
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the “same word.” It means nothing more than that, and it means nothing
less than that.
To confess Christ before men is not simply to say that Jesus is the Christ.
The devils say that Jesus is the Christ. And tremble when they do. ( James
2:9)
To confess Christ before men is not simply to go to church either. Unbelievers faithfully fill all kinds of churches every Sunday. A few devils have
even been known to show up in church on a Sunday morning (Luke 4:33).
To confess Christ before men is not even to be baptized or to sing in the
choir or to give your tithes. The Pharisee in Jesus’ story who went home
condemned would have shamed you in every one of those areas.
Sing in the choir all you want. Unless you’re woefully flat, no one will care
to contradict you there. Be baptized. Twice if you want to. Give all your
money. I promise you, absolutely no one will contradict you there.
But if you begin to say the “same words” that Jesus said, your world will
turn upside down faster than you can say the word “contradiction.”
Again: to confess Christ before men is to say the very “same words” that He
said before men. It’s nothing more than that, and it’s nothing less than that.
And that may seem an easy enough requirement to get a clean bill of health
on judgment day until you realize that everything single thought that Jesus
has is one that you never had before.
And on top of that, every single word with which He expresses those thoughts
is a complete and utter contradiction to every single word that you have ever
said before. And more than that – and this is where the real danger lies –
His every word is also an utter contradiction to every word that everyone
else around you has ever said as well.
The words that Jesus says are so foreign, so strange, so alien and so contradictory in this world that if you begin to say the “same words” that He
does, you will be instantly marked as also being foreign, strange, alien, and
contradictory.
Do you understand why they crucified Jesus?
It wasn’t because He was a bad carpenter. It wasn’t because they didn’t like
those guys from Nazareth. It wasn’t because He went to the synagogue or
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because He got baptized by John.
He got crucified because of what He said.
It was His words and only His words that got Jesus crucified.
And His words in your mouth will produce the same result for you. Every
single time. Without exception.
Try saying the words Love your enemies at your local anti-Taliban rally.
You’ll see pretty quickly how people feel about Jesus’ words. Even the selfnamed Christians at that event will likely have missed the utter contradiction to what they are naturally thinking. His words in your mouth will get
the same thing for you that His words in His mouth got for Him. They
will get you crucified.
In this world, that’s what His words always do. In this world, that’s what
His words are supposed to do. That’s exactly why Jesus said you must take
up your cross. Prepare yourself, not only for My crucifixion, says Jesus, but if
you say what I say, prepare for your own crucifixion as well.
The interesting thing about crucifixion is that a man cannot crucify himself.
Jesus didn’t instruct you to crucify yourself. You just need to take up your
cross. If you confess Him before men, that is, if you say the same words
that He said before men, you won’t need to crucify yourself. You’ll get lots
of help from plenty of very enthusiastic people, eager to help you with the
job. Just like He did.
The world celebrates the words of “your best life now.” They are the words
of life and prosperity and joy and happiness. And they are also the bait of
the bent-stick snare. And the bait is incredibly sweet to the taste.
But the world crucifies the words of Christ. And they crucify the Christ
who says the words. And they crucify anyone else who says those words as
well.
An entire universe away from life and prosperity, Christ’s words are the
words of suffering and of death. And if that cup, even in the mouth of
Jesus, was an incredibly bitter one, how much more bitter will it be in the
mouths of those who in their own garden of Gethsemane have contradicted
Jesus by saying, “Not Thy will, but mine be done”?
To say the same words as Jesus, you have to know the same words as Jesus.
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And to know the words of Jesus you have to continue in His words unto discipleship. And unless you’ve discovered the immeasurable differences that
lie between His words and yours, and unless you’ve utterly contradicted
yourself in every one of them, just like He told you to, then there’s simply
no way that you can confess Jesus before men. And that’s a real problem.
Because if you’re not saying the “same words”’ that He says, you’re automatically, by default, saying “different words” than He says. And the definition of saying different words is “to contradict.” And if you’re saying different words than Jesus is saying, like Peter, instead of contradicting yourself,
you’re still contradicting Him. And that’s not good at all.
Because Jesus says, If you say the “same words” before men that I say, on judgment day, I’ll say the “same words” that you say, before my Father which is in
heaven. But, if you contradict me before men, I’ll also contradict you before my
Father which is in heaven.
If you say what He says, and only what He says, He can’t help but say what
you say, because he isn’t going to change his mind when you do.
If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful;
he cannot deny himself.
(2 Timothy 2:13)
Deny here is the same word “to contradict.” You need to contradict yourself. He cannot contradict Himself. You’re wrong. He’s right. Contradict
yourself, not Him.
Jesus said,
Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name?
and in thy name have cast out devils?
and in thy name done many wonderful works?
And then will I profess unto them,
I never knew you: depart from me,
ye that work iniquity.
Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings
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of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him
unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:
And the rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house;
and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.
And every one that heareth these sayings of mine,
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand:
And the rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house;
and it fell: and great was the fall of it.
And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these
sayings, the people were astonished at his doctrine.
(Matthew 7:21–29)

It’s about these sayings of mine. You’ll never ‘do’ what I say until you first
‘say’ what I say. Do you understand? On judgment day, many will have
‘confessed’ that Jesus is Lord. Many will have done works, not in their own
name or the name of another, but in the very name of Jesus Himself. Many
will have been more than willing to confess their own thoughts about the
words of Jesus, but unwilling to confess the words of Jesus about their own
thoughts. And on judgment day, your own thoughts about His words will
not have been enough. You must have been willing to say exactly what He
says. To confess, homologeo, is to say the same words.
All of His words are utter contradictions to all of your words. Every word.
Every time. No exceptions. If you recognize that, then you’ll begin to
search for them, and in them you will hear all of the immeasurable differences that are really there. And if you hear them, you can say them. If
your don’t, you can’t.
Your eternal future depends on it.
And from now on, after hearing Jesus speak, if you’re really listening for the
contradiction that is in every word that He says, your response will be same
as Nicodemus: How can these things be? That’s the language of a man who
is hearing contradiction.
When Jesus finished giving the sermon on the Mount, those who heard

The Denial of the Difference

137

Him were astonished at His doctrine. That’s the attitude of people who are
hearing contradiction.
If you understand that His words are always an utter contradiction to yours,
you’ll be astonished too. And if you’re not astonished after you hear Him
speak, either you weren’t listening, or it wasn’t really Him speaking (Matthew
7:28, 22:23; Mark 1:22, 11:18; Luke 4:32).
Jesus requires us to contradict ourselves, utterly, completely, to the farthest
extent, not because we are right in what we now believe, but because we are
wrong. Not because we do know the truth, but because we absolutely and
categorically do not.
Not by an entire universe.
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In following Christ, you are searching for the contradictions, and only the
contradictions, between His words and yours. They are the immeasurable
differences between the way God thinks and the way you think. They are
the truth to your lies. They are the hiddens to your knowns. They are the
aletheia to your veritas.
Jesus said, By thy words thou shalt be justified and by thy words thou shalt
be condemned (Matthew 12:37).
The justifying words are His words. The condemning words are your own
contradictory words. The goal is to make His words to be your words. That
necessitates an utter self-contradiction. If you don’t utterly contradict your
own words, you can never have His. And if you don’t have His, you’ll never
confess Him before men. And instead of being justified, on judgment day,
He will contradict you, and you’ll be utterly condemned.
Because His thoughts are not your thoughts, not by an entire universe, you
cannot even begin to imagine how different His words are from your own.
And that’s important to understand before you begin to hear what He says.
Because if, somehow, you think that His words will express ideas even remotely like your own, you will miss their true meaning entirely.
Jesus said,
Unto you it is given to know the mystery
of the kingdom of God: but unto them
that are without, all these things are done in
parables: That seeing they may see, and not
perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not
understand; lest at any time they should be
converted, and their sins should be forgiven them.
(Mark 4:11–12)
It is entirely possible to see and not see, to hear and not hear, and to think
that you understand what Jesus says, and not really understand it at all.
At various places along the inner-city loop where I sometimes drive, there
are real-time electronic signs that give traffic updates and apprise of various
road conditions ahead in order to promote safer driving. Not long ago the
sign above the highway was flashing the warning: EXPECT CONGES-
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TION AHEAD.
Every New Testament Bible should come with one of those road-conditionahead signs permanently attached to it. A really big sign. One that you
couldn’t remove even if you tried. One that you would have to drag around
with you wherever you took your Bible. An obnoxious and irritating one
that you couldn’t turn off, even at night. And it would ceaselessly flash
its message of warning in big, bold, bright, attention-demanding letters:
EXPECT CONTRADICTION AHEAD.
Here’s the problem with the way we normally listen: our default mindset
is one in which we always want to be right. We were born that way. And
that innate desire to be right in every situation is the greatest aid we could
possibly have in navigating our way through the difficulties of life.
But, that same desire that serves us so well everywhere else is the absolute greatest impediment that we could possibly bring with us when we
come to hear the word of God. It creates in us what might be called a noncontradiction bias. We simply never want to be wrong.
Nobody ever wakes up in the morning and says, “My greatest desire for
this day is to be absolutely wrong in everything I do. I want to make every
wrong turn on my way to work and make sure that I stick my fork in my
eye instead of my mouth.”
No. We want to be right. All the time. Every time. And that’s great. Except
for here. Here, we want to be wrong. Here we need to be wrong. Here we
must be wrong. Because here – according to Isaiah, Paul, and Jesus Himself
– we really are wrong!
When we come to God’s word, we must bring not a non-contradiction bias,
but rather its very opposite. We must bring, on purpose, every time, without exception, a contradiction bias.
We must come to the word of God saying, “I already know that I am wrong.
So wrong, in fact, that everything I think, before You tell me anything that
You think, will be an utter contradiction to everything You think. And I
understand that in advance. So, with my EXPECT CONTRADICTION
AHEAD sign flashing its warning, I’m ready to hear what You have to say.”

Chapter 12
The Contradiction of Life
When God gives you His thoughts, there is no way, not by a entire universe
of difference, that they can be anywhere close to your own thoughts. That’s
impossible. His thoughts are not your thoughts, and they never have been
your thoughts. Not even close.
But, there is a certain group in this world whom God calls the wise and the
prudent who believe differently. The wise and the prudent are those who
insist that they really do know the truth in advance of hearing it from Jesus’
words. They cannot imagine, much less seriously entertain, any contradiction to their own way of thinking. Not even from Jesus Himself.
And consequently, when they hear the words of Jesus, they mis-hear them.
They bring their own non-contradiction bias to His word. And instead
of contradiction, they find in His every word the confirmation of everything they already knew and everything they had always believed. Selfcontradiction is, to them, an utterly ridiculous notion.
Their opinions, most often based on the words of Moses, always hold an
equal weight with the ‘opinion’ of Christ. And if it comes down to any
significant difference between what they think and what Jesus says, they
will be the true and God will be the liar.
But they are totally unaware of what an incredibly bad attitude God has
towards anyone, no matter how wise they are, who thinks that they already
know what He knows before He ‘unconceals’ it.
143
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I will destroy the wisdom of the wise and bring to nothing the understanding
of the prudent, declares God (1 Corinthians 1:19).
God is the only Expert in the room. And He doesn’t abide pretenders well.
To not confess Christ, that is, to not say the same words as Christ, is to
contradict Christ. And to contradict Christ is to be wise and prudent.
And God has promised to utterly destroy the wisdom of the wise and prudent who do not say the same words as His Christ.
The word used here for “destroy,” apollumi in the Greek, is also a combination of two words. Recall that the word apo means “to the farthest extent,”
or “utterly”. That’s the same first word used here, to express the most forceful application possible of the second word.
The second word, olethros, means “ruin, death and destruction.” I will bring
the wisdom of the wise to utter ruin, death, and destruction, declares God.
Can you even try to imagine what God’s feelings must be towards anything
that he declares He wants to utterly destroy? This is God Himself speaking.
And this He hates with all His heart. And if God wants to utterly destroy
the wisdom of the wise who declare that they already know truth before they
hear it from Him, you probably should feel the very same way about such
worldly wisdom too.
Why would you try to make the truth of the gospel wise and smart and
logical and acceptable and reasonable by this world’s thinking, when you
know in advance that God hates those very qualities already?
Astonishingly, God’s own contradiction to the wisdom of the wise is foolishness. When you attempt to offer the truth of the gospel as anything
other than the foolish contradiction in which God has offered it, you bring
yourself into direct opposition to His stated intentions. You find yourself
standing on the exact wrong side of this very dangerous equation.
You are absolutely unauthorized to offer anything to the world that is not
utterly foolish, lest, in your own ‘wisdom,’ you strengthen the very things
that God Himself has promised to destroy. And lest in your own ‘wisdom,’
you wind up contradicting Christ as well.
There are those who might object to the idea that God would hide anything
of benefit, much less the very truth about eternal life itself, from anyone
at all, even from the wise and prudent. Any God Who would hide those
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things, they insist, would be a deceitful God. And a mean God.
But is it deceitful or mean for the shepherd to hide the sheep from the wolf
that would eat them? The shepherd would argue that it isn’t. And so would
the sheep. Is it deceitful or mean for the businessman to hide his money
from the thief who would steal it? The businessman would argue that it
isn’t. And so would his dear wife. Is it deceitful or mean for the loving
father to hide his children from the destroyer? The father would argue that
it isn’t. And so would his safe children.
Listen very carefully: God thinks that the wise and prudent are the wolves,
the thieves, and the destroyers.
Jesus said,
I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that thou hast hid these things from the wise
and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes:
even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.
(Matthew 11:25)
If it seems good in God’s sight that He hides it, and good in Jesus sight that
He hides it, it probably also needs to seem good in your sight that He hides
it. Even if you don’t understand why. Especially if you don’t understand
why. Because what you especially don’t want to be in God’s estimation is
wise and prudent.
So, if you were God, and you wanted to hide your wisdom from the wise
and the prudent of this world so that they would never find it, where would
you hide it?
If you were God, you would simply hide your wisdom in foolishness.
That would be the only place where the already-wise would never even think
to look for it. Because that’s the only place the already-wise never go. The
fact that they never go to foolishness is, by their own definition, exactly
what makes them wise.
And if you were God, and you wanted to hide your strength from the strong
of this world, where would you hide it so that it couldn’t be found?
If you were God, you would hide your strength in weakness, of course.
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That’s the only place where the already-strong would never even think to
look for it. Because that’s the only place the already-strong never go. The
fact that they never go to weakness is, by their own definition, exactly what
makes them strong.
And if you wanted to hide Your righteousness from those who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous and despised others, where would you
hide it so it would never be found?
Why, of course, if you were God, you would hide your righteousness in the
greatest sinfulness you could find. Perhaps in a publican. Or even a harlot.
(Matthew 21:31)
That’s the only place the already-righteous would never even think to look
for it. Because that’s the only place the already-righteous never go. The fact
that they never go to sin is, by their own definition, exactly what makes
them the righteous.
And that’s the brilliance of God.
God hides the things that He never wants to be found in this world right inside their utter contradiction. And they remain hidden from all those who
would never see the need to contradict themselves. Because they are, in
their own estimation, already-wise and already-strong and already-righteous.
And who in his right mind would ever want to contradict those things in
this world?
So, if you were God, where would you hide life, if you wanted to make
absolutely certain that those who sought life in this world would never find
it?
Why, of course, if you were God, you would hide it right inside death.
And those who sought life in this world through their own wisdom, strength,
and righteousness, would never even think to look for it there. They would
already know that life could never be found in death. How absurd! To believe that life was hidden in death would require an utter contradiction of
both themselves and everything that is perfectly obvious to them by their
very own observations.
And consequently, in God’s very own wisdom, the cross, which looks exactly
like death to the wise and prudent, would actually become His very own
contradictory ‘cover-up’ for eternal life.
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And, if you were God, where would you hide death if you didn’t want the
wise and the strong and the righteous of this world to even see death coming?
Why, of course, if you were God, you would hide death right inside their
biggest and best life now.
And those who sought to avoid death through their own wisdom, strength,
and righteousness would never even think to look for death there. They
would already know that death could never be found in life. How absurd!
To believe that death was hidden in life would require an utter contradiction
of both themselves and everything that is perfectly obvious to them by their
very own observations.
And consequently, in God’s very own wisdom, their best life now, which
looks exactly like life to the wise and prudent, would actually become His
very own contradictory ‘cover-up’ for eternal death.
By the world-contradicting wisdom of God Himself, life would be hidden
inside death. And death would be hidden inside life.
And that’s exactly the utter contradiction that Jesus declares to His followers:
For whosoever will save his life shall lose it:
and whosoever will lose his life for my sake
shall find it.
(Matthew 16:21)
That’s the very contradiction of life, hidden from the wise and prudent,
who already have their own words, and revealed only to the babes, who
have none of their own words: Choose life, says Jesus, and you’ll die. Choose
death, says Jesus, and you’ll live. And when He thinks about that utter contradiction, Jesus jumps for joy. And if you take up your cross and follow
Him, so will you.
How marvelous is it that God, in His wisdom, has chosen the very contradiction of what man in his wisdom has chosen:
God hath chosen the foolish things of the world
to confound the wise; and God hath chosen
the weak things of the world to confound the
things which are mighty;

148

The Contradiction of God
And base things of the world, and things which
are despised, hath God chosen, yea,
and things which are not,
to bring to nought things that are:
That no flesh should glory in his presence.
(1 Corinthians 1:27–29)

It’s not the things that God finds foolish that He chooses to confound the
wise. It’s the very things that the wise themselves find foolish. It is the
foolish things of the world, says Paul. And it’s not the things that God finds
weak that He chooses to confound the things which are mighty. It’s the
very things that the mighty themselves find weak. It is the weak things of the
world.
That’s why everything He chooses is always the very contradiction of everything you would naturally choose.
In God’s contradictory wisdom, the foolish and the weak and the sinful of
this world are actually the wise and the strong and the righteous. And the
wise and the strong and the righteous of this world are actually the foolish
and weak and the sinful. And consequently, the wise and prudent miss the
thoughts of God by precisely an entire immeasurable universe.
The wise always choose the best of this world. In utter contradiction, God
always chooses the worst. The wise always choose the strongest of this
world. In utter contradiction, He always chooses the weakest. The wise
always choose the righteous of this world. And in utter and astonishing
contradiction, He always chooses the sinful.
And apart from a willful contradiction on your part, you’ll never choose
what He chooses. And apart from a willful contradiction on your part,
you’ll remain wise in the eyes of this world, but ever so foolish in His. It’s
simply not in you, apart from obeying the utterly contradictory directive of
Christ, to ever contradict yourself naturally.
Why does God always choose exactly the opposite of what the wise and
prudent of this world choose? He does so, says Paul, so that no flesh should
glory in His presence.
The wise of this world always glory in the wise and in the strong and in the
righteous of this world. That’s their nature. They never glory in the foolish
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or the weak or the sinful of this world. That would be an utterly foolish,
weak, and sinful contradiction.
But here’s what they don’t get, and can’t get, unless He “unconceals” it: compared to Him – there are no wise. And compared to Him, there are no
strong. And compared to Him – there are no righteous. No, not one.
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus,
who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption: that, according as it is written,
He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.
(1 Corinthians 1:30–31)
If He is our wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and redemption,
then we are authorized to be none of those things to ourselves.
He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.
If you still glory in the things which you can see instead of in those things
that you cannot see, then you don’t yet understand Who He is, and you
cannot possibly glory in Him.
If you don’t yet understand, by the word of utter contradiction, that when
you see His wisdom and strength and righteousness, they will always look
exactly like their contradictory opposites in this world, then you don’t yet
understand Who He is and you can’t possibly glorify Him.
The apostle Paul says, But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto
the world (Galatians 6:14).
We glory in the cross. What an unimaginable contradiction. The cruel
cross on which He was crucified, the one that guarantees both the world’s
crucifixion to me and my crucifixion to the world, is the only place where I
can really glory in Him.
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:
and the life which I now live in the flesh
I live by the faith of the Son of God,
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who loved me, and gave himself for me.
(Galatians 2:20)

All of His wisdom that looks like foolishness, and all of His strength that
looks like weakness, and all of His righteousness that looks like sin, is found
in the cross.
And only by glorying in the contradictions of foolishness and weakness and
sinfulness – to the absolute and utter exclusion of their worldly uncrucified
opposites – do we repudiate the glory of everything else in this world that
is not foolish and weak and sinful.
And only in so doing do we give Him the glory that He alone deserves.
God chooses the foolish and the weak and the base and the despised and
the sinful of this world. Do you?
If you don’t contradict yourself, you won’t. And if you don’t take up your
cross and follow Him, you won’t. And if you don’t choose death over life in
this world – you won’t.
If God chooses the foolish and the weak and the despised, why would you
spend your entire life trying to become, and encouraging others to become,
the very things that would guarantee that God would never choose you?
Why would you strive to become wise and strong and righteous when those
are the very qualities that God utterly rejects?
Imagine bringing your new-born baby to your pastor so that he could lay
his hands on him and bestow on him the blessing of God. Imagine your
pastor taking your child in his arms and lovingly beginning to pray:
“O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, bless this child. May he be, among
all the other children of the world, the most foolish of them all. May his
weakness greatly exceed all his peers and may he be despised and rejected
by all who meet him. May he, like Paul, always see himself as Chief among
sinners...”
After about the second sentence out of his mouth, you’d be slapping that
pastor right upside his head.
“How dare you prophesy those awful curses over my baby!” you would cry.
Unless you knew what few know: those are the only qualities that God ever
chooses in anyone. If He does not find those very qualities in whomever He
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examines in this world, He categorically rejects them, with extreme prejudice, as worldly-wise and not heavenly-wise.
And if you knew that – and if you were living the very life of self-contradiction
to which Christ has called you – and if you were glorying in nothing but
the cross and its crucified life rather than the crown and its uncrucified life
– then you would know that your loving pastor had actually blessed your
child to be at the very head of heaven’s class by blessing him to be at the
very back of the world’s class.
But if you were woefully ignorant, and if you didn’t know that Christ had
called you to a walk of contradiction, and if you were glorying in life instead
of death, then you would have your equally ignorant pastor bestow the exact
‘blessing’ on your child that would guarantee that God would never choose
Him under any circumstance. Not by an entire universe.
And if God chooses the foolish things of the world to confound the wise,
can the foolish things of the world remain chosen if they do not remain
foolish?
And if God chooses the weak things of the world to confound the things
which are mighty, can the weak things of the world remain chosen if they
do not remain weak?
And most astonishingly, if God chooses the sinful of this world, the publican, to confound the righteous of this world, the Pharisee, can the sinful
remain chosen if, in his own eyes, he does not remain sinful?
The idea that God chooses the foolish and the weak and the sinful in this
world so that He can transform them into the wise and the strong and the
righteous in this world, is certainly not what He did with His only begotten
Son.
If God had wanted to show His wisdom and power and righteousness in
this world, then having Jesus crucified in utter foolishness and shamefully
criminal weakness was exactly the one thing He would never have done.
The wisdom and strength and righteousness of Christ have never been seen
in this present world. And until He returns in power and glory, they will
continue to remain hidden.
For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord,

152

The Contradiction of God
every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.
(Romans 14:11)

In the present time, only a few knees will bow and a few tongues will confess.
Few there be that find it, said Jesus. But then, every knee and every tongue.
In this world, here and now, His real wisdom will continue to look like
foolishness, and His real strength will continue to look like weakness. And
His real righteousness will continue to look like sin. And so will yours if
it’s real.
Those who think that the world will see His glory in their own glory have
precisely the opposite definition of “glory” that God has. They think wisdom and strength and righteousness are glorious. He thinks just the opposite.
The real wisdom of God can only be found in the foolish. And the real
strength of God can only be found in a weak. And the real righteousness
of God can only be found in the sinful. Only in the publican. Never in the
Pharisee.
Through the cross. Not the crown. Through foolishness. Not wisdom.
Through weakness. Not strength. In this world, by this world’s measure,
through sinfulness, not righteousness. In this world, His glory will always
be inglorious. And if it’s not, it’s not His glory or His wisdom or His
strength or His righteousness. It’s just yours.
When Paul prayed three times for God to remove his most troubling affliction, Jesus answered with an astonishing word of utter contradiction:
And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee:
for my strength is made perfect in weakness.
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest
upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities,
in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions,
in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak,
then am I strong.
(2 Corinthians 12:9–10)
Paul says that he glories in his infirmities so that the power of Christ may
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rest upon him. No infirmities, no reproaches, no necessities – no power
of Christ resting upon him. “Your best life now” never confesses pleasure in
necessities, infirmities, and distresses. That word is, to them, anathema, the
very curse of God. According to them, that’s Satan and his doing. “Your
best life now” confesses its pleasure only in the utter contradiction of all
those things. And in so doing, “your best life now” utterly contradicts God
Himself.
Jesus did not say to Paul, As soon as you get past that problem, as soon as
you get the victory over that terrible situation, as soon as you get that financial
breakthrough you’ve been praying for, then finally I’ll get some glory out of you
and your situation. No, He gave Paul the absolute and utter contradiction
of that.
My strength is made perfect in weakness. Perfect. That’s how I’d describe your
awful, weak, foolish and distressing situation. Perfect. Not perfect for you, but
perfect for Me and my eternal plans for you.
And here’s Paul’s contradiction out of that word from Christ: Only when I
am weak, then am I strong.
Now that’s a contradiction!
For we preach not ourselves, declares Paul, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and
ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.
For God, who commanded the light to shine
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels,
that the excellency of the power may be of God,
and not of us. We are troubled on every side,
yet not distressed; we are perplexed,
but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken;
cast down, but not destroyed;
Always bearing about in the body the dying of
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might
be made manifest in our body.
(2 Corinthians 4:5–10)
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This is the language of contradiction. Paul says that our message to those
around us is not about us at all. It’s only about Christ. And contrary to
what you’ve been told, His glory, says Paul, can be seen through us only in
the contrast of what He really is to what we really are. His glory can only
be seen by way of contradiction.
The light that shines out of the darkness is made to appear all the brighter
by its contrast to that darkness, declares the apostle.
If I light a match in the light of the noonday sun, you can hardly see it at all.
But if it’s dark enough, when I light the match, its light will actually blind
you. Ours is the darkness. His is the light. The greater the darkness in our
present circumstance, the more visible His light becomes.
This treasure is displayed, Paul explains, in a plain and ordinary earthen
vessel, so that the treasure, by its brilliant contrast to its plain backdrop,
will be manifestly all the more excellent. God doesn’t put His treasure in a
beautiful box. He puts it in an ugly one. And the treasure looks beautiful.
He puts it in a weak one. And the treasure looks strong. He puts it in a
sinful one. And by contradiction, the treasure looks righteous.
God wants the treasure to look excellent. Not the box. He’s the treasure.
You’re the box. If you want to keep the treasure in a ornate gold box, the excellence of the treasure will always be lost in the excellence of the box. This
is the message of “your best life now”: the goal is that you should become
a most beautiful box. A beautiful, empty box. No contrast. No contradiction. You’ll look excellent. But God won’t.
It should be your greatest desire that God paint your life with the blackest
and darkest background possible, so that men may see His brilliant excellence by contrast.
And others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance; that they might obtain a better
resurrection: And others had trial of cruel
mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds
and imprisonment: They were stoned,
they were sawn asunder,
were tempted, were slain with the sword:
they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins;
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being destitute, afflicted, tormented;
(Of whom the world was not worthy:)
they wandered in deserts, and in mountains,
and in dens and caves of the earth.
And these all, having obtained a good report
through faith, received not the promise.
(Hebrews 11:35–39)
Who do you know that is concerned even in the least with a better resurrection? No. Just a better life now. Or, more precisely, your best life now.
It’s by contradiction and by contrast. Not His wisdom in your wisdom.
But His wisdom in your foolishness. Not His strength in your strength, but
His strength in your weakness. And not even His righteousness in your
righteousness, but His righteousness in your sinfulness. Then men won’t
ever get confused as to who is really wise and who is really strong and who
is really righteous. They’ll always know for certain that it isn’t you.
Men don’t see God’s excellence in your excellence. According to Paul, they
just see your excellence in your excellence. And men don’t see His glory
in your glory. And, astonishingly, men don’t even see His righteousness
in your righteousness. Even if you want them to. They just see your righteousness in your righteousness.
We are, in this world, says Paul, always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, so that by utter contradiction His life might also be
manifest.
We bear the dying. We do not bear the life. He bears the life, because He
has already borne the dying. Now it’s our turn. If we do not bear His death
in us, He cannot bear His life in us. He commands the light to shine out
of the darkness. He never commands the light to shine out of the light.
If any man would come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow me.
The first contradiction is the contradiction of life itself. If any man would
come after me, Jesus says, he must Choose death. And only by choosing death
in this world will he choose life in the world to come.

Chapter 13
The Contradiction of Blessing
What does the blessing of God really look like?
Why of course, it looks precisely the opposite of what you would ever have
expected. And if you’re really listening for it now, you’ll be able to hear,
from the very first words that Jesus speaks in the sermon on the Mount,
the utter contradiction to everything you’ve always believed about the word
“blessed.”
But before you listen to Jesus speak, remind yourself that His thoughts are
not your thoughts. Not one. Not ever. And not even close. In fact, Jesus
describes His goal for your relationship with Him in a most contradictory
manner:
And whosoever shall fall on this stone
shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall,
it will grind him to powder.
(Matthew 21:44)
Jesus says there are only two choices in your relationship with Him. If you
don’t choose to be broken, you will be ground to powder. There is no door
number three.
The Greek word for “broken” is sunthlao, “to be broken together.” Broken
together with what? Broken together with Him. To fall on Him is to partake of what He partakes. And what He partakes of is brokenness.
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But obviously, whatever pain there might be in brokenness couldn’t possibly
compare to the pain of being ground to dust. Hold foremost in your mind
now the thought of brokenness as His goal for you, as you listen to Jesus
describe who He thinks is really blessed:
And seeing the multitudes,
he went up into a mountain:
and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:
And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,
Blessed are the poor in spirit:
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they that mourn:
for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek:
for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst
after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall
obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart:
for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers: for they
shall be called the children of God.
Blessed are they which are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you,
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil
against you falsely, for my sake.
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your
reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the
prophets which were before you.
(Matthew 5:1–12)
My thoughts are not your thoughts, declares God. Not by an entire immeasurable universe. Not one. Not ever. Not even close.
If what Jesus speaks is really heavenly, and if He calls us to utterly contradict
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ourselves concerning all heavenly things, then the first public words out of
His mouth should themselves be an utter contradiction to all that we now
believe.
And they are. An absolute, thorough, and utter contradiction.
And it’s not just the first words that He speaks here publicly in the sermon
on the Mount that are a contradiction. Over and over throughout this particular discourse, Jesus says, You have heard it said by them of old time...
But I say unto you...
That’s the language of contradiction. And remember, when Jesus was finished with the sermon on the Mount, all the people who heard Him had a
singularly noteworthy reaction: they were astonished at His doctrine.
The degree to which we are astonished at something is always proportional
to the difference between what we had expected and what we actually experience. And the people who heard Jesus that day never expected these
words. Not a by an entire universe. The Greek word here for “astonished”
actually means to “flatten with a hammer.” These words absolutely flattened
them.
Moses had stood on the mountain and enumerated the blessings of the Old
Contract. Those blessings were to serve as the hearer’s very motivation to
choose life.
Jesus now sits on the Mount and enumerates the blessings of the New Contract. These blessings, by an entire immeasurable universe of difference in
purpose, are to now serve as the hearer’s very motivation to choose death.
Do you understand the contradiction in purpose by an entire universe of
difference? The blessings of Moses were given to prepare those who heard
them to live in this world. The blessings of Jesus are given to prepare those
who hear them to die in this world.
Blessed are the broken: the blessing comes to break you upon the rock.
Jesus opens His mouth, and with the first six amazingly simple words, He
turns the whole universe upside down in utter contradiction. He draws
back the curtain to give us our first-ever glimpse into how things really look
in the coming kingdom of God.
Who are the blessed? The blessed are, of course, precisely the opposite of
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who you would ever have thought: Blessed are the poor in spirit.
It’s only the poor in spirit who are the blessed ones, He declares. And that is
beyond astonishing.
The word “poor,” ptochos, means “to crouch as a cringing beggar, a pauper,
strictly denoting absolute or public mendicancy.” A mendicant is one who
has been reduced to a total dependency on someone else for his very living.
“Poor” is the very last word they would ever have expected Him to conjoin
with the word “blessed”! Listen carefully to the preachers of “your best life
now.” The word “poor” is exactly an entire universe away from what they
say is “blessed.”
And because we are unaware that His thoughts are not even remotely close
to our own, when we hear the words of Jesus, we automatically pass them
through our non-contradiction bias filter. And instead of hearing Blessed
are the poor in spirit, we transform the words into God really feels sorry for
the poor.
And when we hear that, we’re awfully glad that He is confirming what we
already feel for the poor as well. Because now we know that we really do
think just like God does on the subject of blessings. Because Jesus just told
us so. Or so we think.
But that’s not what Jesus is saying at all.
That’s not the incredibly amazing, absolutely astonishing, shockingly different by an entire universe, never heard of before, never even imagined
before, hidden from the very foundation of the world, utter contradiction
that Jesus is declaring at all.
Jesus is saying precisely the opposite, the very one thing about blessings that
you could never have imagined before He opened His mouth and told you.
Not that God feels sorry for the poor. But rather that, when God blesses
someone, he actually blesses them with poverty of spirit!
Poverty of spirit is the blessing of God! All by itself!
He does not say the poor in spirit “will” be the blessed when their situation
is remedied. He does not say that the poor in spirit “will have” the kingdom
of God some day.
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He says, they are the blessed. Right now. Because theirs is the kingdom of
God.
And here’s the astonishing truth that you could never have known before:
every circumstance that God has ever allowed into your life, from the time
your were born until this very moment, has been with only one goal in
mind: to bring you to poverty of spirit.
Why? Why would God want to make you poor in spirit? Because, according to Jesus, only the poor in spirit will ever have the kingdom of God!
Why? Because only the poor in spirit are able to contradict themselves.
Poverty of spirit provides the only state of mind, and the only perspective,
from which self-contradiction actually appears desirable.
And if you never find self-contradiction to be desirable, you’ll never contradict yourself. And if you never contradict yourself, you’ll never take up
your cross and follow Him to die. Instead, you’ll contradict Him. And
you’ll take up your crown and live. And when you choose life, you’ll actually be choosing death.
And that’s what you never even came within a universe of thinking, not
even once in your entire life: all of the blessings of God are an attempt to
reduce you to the place where you will willingly contradict yourself. Therefore, Jesus defines the word “blessed” precisely as you could never have even
imagined.
As you already know, definitions connect one idea with another idea by
what is sometimes called in English a “linking verb.” Instead of showing
action, linking verbs serve to connect some information about a subject to
more information about that subject. In a definition, two separate things
are not made equal, they are simply shown to already be equal.
You can always recognize a definition because it can be turned backwards
or forwards without changing its meaning. Both sides are always equal. For
example, “man is a rational animal” and “a rational animal is man” mean the
very same thing.
Blessed are the poor in spirit means the same thing as “the poor in spirit are
blessed.” Turning it backwards helps circumvent the perception filter we
have on our minds.
Think of a definition as a fence. It fences in one thing, and in so doing it
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fences out everything that is incompatible with it, including the most incompatible of all, its contradiction.
Jesus is doing nothing more and nothing less than redefining reality for us
as only God can see it. He is simply fencing in what is really blessed and
fencing out what is not really blessed from God’s singularly contradictory
point of view.
And because He’s God and you’re not, He gets to define all the words and
you don’t. His definitions are true. And yours, if they disagree with His,
are not true. And here’s the crux of what Isaiah has already told us: because
His thoughts are not your thoughts – not by an entire universe – your definitions of heavenly things and His never agree. Not once. Not ever. No
exceptions. And if you find that your definitions do agree with His, you
can always know with absolute certainty, it’s not really His definition at all.
In God’s kingdom, where God rules as God sees it and as Jesus alone unconceals it, He gets to define all the words. You don’t get to define any. That
idea is critical to accept if you want to walk with Him. Otherwise, instead
of contradicting yourself as He directs you to, you’ll wind up contradicting
Him with every word He gives you.
Whether you agree with it or not, according to Jesus, inside the definitionfence of the word blessed are the words poor in spirit. There may be other
things inside this fence as well, but none of them is allowed to be incompatible with, or contradictory to, the quality of poor in spirit. The blessing of
God will always be recognized in its effect of making the recipient poor in
spirit. Every time. Without exception.
In words never spoken before, Jesus begins to unconceal what is really fenced
in with the word blessed. And astonishingly, it’s all of the very notions that
have always precisely contradicted your own definition of that same word.
Hidden from the foundation of the world, He finally draws back the curtain
and reveals to us who are really the blessed. And it’s exactly what we would
never have guessed. Not by an entire universe.
Who are the blessed? Jesus pushes us past the brink of absolute astonishment with His choices of what He places inside the fence: along with the
poor in spirit, those that mourn are the blessed; as are those that hunger
and thirst for an absent righteousness; and the meek are here, the peacemakers are here, the pure in heart, and perhaps most amazingly of all, the
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persecuted and the reviled are here, inside the fence of blessing.
What does the blessing of God really look like? It looks only exactly like
what you never imagined. And most astonishingly, by His definition, you’ve
been doing your very best to avoid His blessings your entire life.
Why would all of these contradictory circumstances actually be the very
blessings of God rather than their opposites as we have always been told?
Because in this world, God’s goal is exactly the opposite of your goal:
You’re trying to add as much of this world to yourself as you can before He
removes you from this world. He is trying to remove as much of this world
from you as He can before He removes you from this world.
Contradictorily to anything we might ever have imagined, His blessings
diminish us in this world. They do not increase us. They weaken us. They
do not strengthen us. They remove our wisdom. They do not sustain it or
increase it. And most astonishingly, they remove our righteousness. They
never add to it. And His blessings, the real ones, always create a longing for
the world to come. Never for this one.
And if His blessings don’t diminish you, weaken you, remove your righteousness, and create a longing for the world to come, they’re not His blessings at all. What enlarges you, strengthens you, adds to your righteousness,
and creates a longing for this world, is not a blessing at all. It’s a curse.
Love not the world, neither the things that are
in the world. If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh,
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,
is not of the Father, but is of the world;
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof:
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
(1 John 2:15)
That’s exactly why riches are never a blessing. Riches confirm a man’s judgment about the things that are in the world. They never contradict it.
No one ever says, “That guy is so stupid. Look at all that money he’s making.” They never say that. They never even think that.
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They always say instead, “That guy is so smart. Look at all that money he’s
making.”
No man ever comes home to his wife and says, “Honey, I’m so smart. I lost
everything we own today.” And his wife never says in return, “Well, come
over here and kiss me quick before it wears off.”
Instead he says, “Honey, I’m so stupid. I lost everything today.” And she
says, “You’re right. You are. My mother told me not to marry you.”
Money always confirms a man’s judgment. It never contradicts it. When
the money is flowing, a man never says, “What the heck am I doing wrong?”
And neither does his wife. And unfortunately, neither does his pastor.
Instead, the man says, “I must be right.” And his wife says, “Of course you
are, you handsome thing.” And his pastor says, “Of course you are, you
mighty man of God. And don’t forget to tithe!”
Money confirms a man. Every time. Without exception.
On the other hand, Jesus is in the business of strictly contradicting a man’s
judgment. He never confirms it. Not even once. He says you’re wrong.
Before you even open your mouth. No matter how much money you make.
Money and Jesus are constantly at odds with each other; the money always
seeking to confirm the man in this world, and Jesus always seeking to contradict the man in this world.
And that’s the real and astonishing problem with being rich: even God
Himself cannot contradict money.
Unless you’re living the contradicted life, the money will always convince
you that you’re doing the right thing. Even if God Himself is standing right
in front of you, telling you that you’re not:
And, behold, one came and said unto him,
Good Master, what good thing shall I do,
that I may have eternal life?
And he said unto him, Why callest thou me
good? there is none good but one, that is, God:
but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the
commandments. He saith unto him, Which? Jesus
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said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not
commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal,
Thou shalt not bear false witness,
Honour thy father and thy mother:
and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
The young man saith unto him,
All these things have I kept from my youth up:
what lack I yet?
Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt
be perfect, go and sell that thou hast,
and give to the poor, and thou shalt
have treasure in heaven: and come
and follow me. But when the young man
heard that saying, he went away sorrowful:
for he had great possessions.
Then said Jesus unto his disciples,
Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall
hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.
(Matthew 19:16–23)
When a man has an abundance of money, he cannot be contradicted. Not
even when it comes to inheriting eternal life. Not even by Christ Jesus Himself. That’s the incredibly deceitful power of money.
And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness
of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in,
choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.
(Mark 4:19)
“Deceitfulness” is the Greek word apate, “delusion,” from the word apatao,
meaning “to cheat.” A rich man deludes himself, and swindles himself in
the end, out of the real riches of heaven.
“Your best life now” teaches that whatever brings you wealth is the sure and
certain will of God. That prosperity is the very evidence of the will of God.
And conversely, that whatever takes away wealth is categorically not the will
of God.
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The rich young ruler would have been glad to hear that. According to “your
best life now,” he could have kept his money and followed Jesus too. Now
that’s the kind of cross a man wouldn’t mind bearing.
If the rich young ruler could have simply laid his cross right up on top of his
Lexus (carefully of course), backed out of the driveway of his luxury home,
and affixed a sign to the side that said, “Golgotha or bust,” then he would
have given two thumbs to the Savior. If that’s what it meant to “take up
your cross and follow Jesus,” then he would have gladly suffered the shame.
Now that’s the kind of death a man could live with!
But unfortunately, Jesus didn’t even give him that option. Astonishingly,
Jesus counseled the rich young ruler to do the unthinkable: to turn his back
on his “best life now” and instead, follow Him to his “best life later.” Forget
about the earthly riches, says Jesus. They’re nothing. Come and get the real
riches, the heavenly ones.
But sadly, he went away greatly grieved, for he had great possessions. He
simply could not contradict the money.
The preachers of “your best life now” approach today’s rich young rulers
a little differently than Jesus did. But hey, that’s what you call spiritual
progress. To them, it’s a little harder to motivate their followers with the
promise of mere treasure in heaven like He did. That’s a little too much pie
in the sky in the sweet by and by.
Especially when you’ve just told everybody that the rich young ruler already
has the treasure of heaven right there in his bank account. But, they do at
least get half of it right. They do want him to give it all away. Maybe just
not to the same people.
But in utter contradiction, when a man is brought low, when the money
flow dries up, when the circumstances crowd in to push him down, when
the inside of his life begins to harmonize with the outside and he finally
becomes poor in spirit, then it becomes altogether easy for him to acknowledge that something is wrong. Money no longer confirms him.
Rather, by it’s very absence, it loudly contradicts him. And because he no
longer has the right words to explain his way out of his confusing situation,
he is now, for the very first time, open for some new words. Maybe even
some utterly contradictory words. And at last, by the blessing of God, he
becomes a babe with no words of his own.
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That’s what the real blessings of God do. They bring you, most of the time
kicking and screaming, to contradiction.
The only way you will ever desire the kingdom of heaven that cannot be
seen, is to cease to desire the kingdoms of this earth that can be seen. His
blessings close your eyes to this world and its treasures, and open your eyes
to the next world and its treasures. They never do the opposite.
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves break through and steal:
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves do not break through nor steal:
For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.
(Matthew 6:19–21)
What’s the real problem with defining the blessings of God as an increase
of riches in this world? Just this: where your treasure is, there your heart is
also.
God doesn’t want your heart to be here, even if your body still is. When
your body finally leaves this world, as it will shortly, He wants your heart
to have gone on ahead, as far in advance as it possibly can.
If ye then be risen with Christ,
seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
Set your affection on things above,
not on things on the earth.
(Colossians 3:1–2)
“Your best life now” is a total confusion of terminology: it’s all about setting
your affection on things on the earth “as though they are” the things which
are above. If you’re seeking those things which are above, where Christ is
sitting at the right hand of God, then unless He’s totally refurbished the
place without telling the rest of us, you’re probably not going to find the
treasures of Egypt there in His throne room.
Jesus was tempted of Satan in the wilderness:
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And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain,
shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world
in a moment of time. And the devil said unto him,
All this power will I give thee, and the
glory of them: for that is delivered unto me;
and to whomsoever I will I give it.
(Luke 4:6)

Not every word the devil speaks is a lie, because in this same temptation,
the devil had actually quoted the scripture. And the scripture, even in the
mouth of the devil, doesn’t somehow transform itself into a lie. Rather, it
is the devil’s inferences from the scriptures that always contain the lies.
Factual errors are easy to spot and to counter. Inferential errors are more
difficult. Errors of inference are based on many facts, not just one.
Interestingly, when the devil declares to Jesus that it is he, the devil, who
has the authority to bestow the power and glory of all the kingdoms of this
world on whomsoever I will, Jesus does not say, No you don’t.
Apparently, that fact was, and is, inarguable. The devil told Jesus that his
power of bestowal had been delivered unto me, “surrendered, transmitted,
and entrusted” unto him. Think about it: unless that was true, it wouldn’t
really have been much of a temptation for Jesus, would it?
And if the blessings of God are really the same riches as the ‘bestowals’ of
the devil, how could you ever really tell who was ‘blessing’ you? The gifts
would look the same no matter who they came from.
And if the blessings of God looked no different than the bestowals of the
devil, it would be a very difficult task just trying to figure out to whom you
should address the thank-you card.
Did Jesus really lay up treasures for Himself in this world like some actually
teach that He did? Was Jesus actually rich? Do you think that Jesus had a
big bank account somewhere that He just didn’t tell the disciples about?
If He did, then when He said, How hardly shall they that have riches enter
into the kingdom of God, He would have been talking about Himself as
well as all the other rich men. Imagine Jesus having a hard time getting into
heaven. That’s bizarre.
And a certain scribe came, and said unto him,
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Master, I will follow thee whithersoever thou
goest. And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have
holes, and the birds of the air have nests;
but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.
(Matthew 8:19–20)
Rich guys usually at least have a place to sleep. But not Jesus.
When it was demanded of Jesus and Peter that they pay their taxes, Jesus
sent Peter to find a coin in a fish’s mouth. That certainly doesn’t sound like
a man who has a lot of ready cash on hand. (Matthew 17:27)
One of the favorite scriptures of “your best life now” is the one where the
disciples ask Jesus exactly what they will get if they follow Him:
Then Peter began to say unto him,
Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee.
And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you,
There is no man that hath left house, or brethren,
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife,
or children, or lands, for my sake, and the
gospel’s, But he shall receive an hundredfold
now in this time, houses, and brethren, and
sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands,
with persecutions; and in the world to come
eternal life.
(Mark 10:28–30)
This is what the prophets of prosperity call the “hundred-fold blessing.” It’s
one of their favorites. According to “your best life now” you can hold Jesus
point-blank to this promise. A hundred times back for whatever you give.
And it’s for now, in this lifetime, not the next one, they are quick to point
out. Jesus said so.
Well let’s break this down and see how it would actually work. Since he
was the one who asked, let’s start with Peter.
According to “your best life now,” Peter would have died owning no less
than one hundred homes and one hundred lands. In this lifetime. That’s
the promise. And actually if you want to get technical about it, according
the words of Jesus, exactly one hundred. No more, no less. I’m not sure that
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we could verify historically that Peter really did have his hundred when he
died, but according to their interpretation of these words of Jesus, he must
have. So, good for Peter. That puts him well up in the one tenth of one
percent, living life large. Obviously, just like His Master did.
But that’s just the start of the amazing things that are in store for Peter, who
undoubtedly would have been the very first to capitalize on this fantastic
hundred-fold promise from Jesus.
It just gets more exciting from here: according to the “your best life now”
interpretation of Jesus’ words, his mother would have had to have borne
two hundred more children, exactly half boys and half girls, to provide Peter
with that hundred-fold return on the brother and sister that he would have
left. Yep. One hundred boys and one hundred girls. Exactly. And if he
left more than just one brother or sister, there would have to have been
hundreds more. Sure Peter is being blessed, but I’m not so sure about Mom.
Oh, and also, Mom and Dad both would have had to have gotten married
exactly one hundred more times to provide Peter with that hundred-fold
return of mothers and fathers that Jesus promised him here if he left his
own mother and father. And we know from the gospel narrative that Peter
did indeed leave his father back at the boat the day that Jesus called him.
And of course, that would have meant leaving Mom as well. But again, this
might spell more trouble for Mom than Dad.
Do you know how hard it would have been, around number forty or fifty, to
keep convincing all those eligible Jewish bachelors to enter into that kind of
multiple-marriage arrangement with Mom? Talk about miraculous! This
promise is really paying off for Peter! Maybe not so much for Mom.
And then of course, because a hundred-fold return of wives and children
are promised for the wife and children he would leave, Peter would need to
hunt down a hundred more willing wives and raise two hundred children.
There’s likely to be very little time left over for any preaching.
So did we cover all the bases? There were a hundred-fold of houses and
lands that Peter would need to have. Check and check. A hundred-fold
of mothers and fathers. Check and check. A hundred-fold brothers and
sisters. Check and check. And a hundred-fold wives and children split
evenly between boys and girls. Check, check and check. I think we got it
all.
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For Peter, that is.
Now let’s start on disciple number two.
But do you see the problem developing here already? If this hundred-fold
blessing is really for all the disciples, then right about disciple number 2,437,
if my calculations are correct, we’re going to completely run out of real estate!
No wonder Jesus said, Go ye into all the world.
What He really must have meant was, We’re going to need more land!
Then of course, Peter goes out and immediately complicates the situation
beyond reason by increasing the number of disciples by three thousand the
very first time he opens his mouth to preach! We either need to get Peter
to shut up, or we’re going to need a lot more land!
In fact, by the time Saul gets converted and becomes the apostle Paul, Jesus
would have been promising him real estate somewhere in Cleveland. And
how much of a blessing could that have been?
Do you understand? Here’s the way it has to work: if it’s a hundred-fold
for anyone, it’s a hundred-fold for everyone. You can’t have it any other way.
If Jesus meant what “your best life now” says He meant, then everybody
in the kingdom has to get a hundred-fold of everything. And here’s the
problem: the guys who keep promising you a hundred-fold – don’t even
have a hundred-fold themselves! That ought to tell you everything you need
to know right there. Never believe the word of the guy who is promising
you something that he himself doesn’t even have.
Don’t get me wrong. I know the prophets of prosperity are working hard
to get their hundred-fold. And if you’ll just pass along that hundred you’ve
got folded there in your pocket, they’ll be a little closer to their goal.
Glory to god! Now that’s the real hundred-fold!
The problem is, you can’t do what they’re doing. Do you think God has
promised everybody in the kingdom their very own mega-church and their
very own television show? Sorry. It’s just not duplicatable. And in the
kingdom, if it’s not duplicatable for the least among you, forget about it. It’s
not really the work of God at all. Never. Not even once.
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As per usual, the preachers of prosperity have it exactly backwards: Jesus
didn’t say, “He that is greatest among you all, the same shall be great.”
But rather, He that is least among you all, the same shall be great (Luke
9:48).
Unfortunately, “your best life now” never once refers their audience back
to the real context of the “hundred-fold blessing.” Jesus spoke those words
to Peter right after He told the rich young ruler to go sell everything he
had and give it to the poor. These words are spoken in the context of Jesus’
instruction to get rid of earthly possessions, not to accumulate them. And
therefore they couldn’t possibly be about acquiring the very real estate that
Jesus had just instructed the young man to go and sell.
The real hundred-fold promise to Peter and all who would follow Him was
really about the same thing that all of Jesus’ promises were about: not the
seen kingdom of this world, but the unseen kingdom of God.
Here’s what Jesus really promised Peter and all His followers:
Jesus promised a community of believers whose love for each other would
be so much like a family that, no matter where any disciple went, he would
find himself right at home in a hundred different homes just like the home
he had left; he would find himself loved by a hundred different mothers
and fathers just like the mother and father he had left; he would find himself loved by a hundred different sons and daughters just like the sons and
daughters he had left.
Here’s how Jesus Himself explained it:
But he answered and said unto him that told him,
Who is my mother? and who are my brethren?
And he stretched forth his hand toward his
disciples, and said, Behold my mother
and my brethren! For whosoever shall do the
will of my Father which is in heaven,
the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.
(Matthew 12:48)
If you count mothers and brothers and sisters and houses the way Jesus
told you to, you’ll have you’re own hundred-fold in no time. And that’s
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absolutely duplicatable.
And by the way: don’t forget to hold Jesus to his promise of a hundred-fold
persecution in this lifetime. For some reason, “your best life now” always
skips that one. And don’t tell me He was referring to a hard-to-get-alongwith Homeowners Association giving you grief over your hundred houses.
Another of the favorite promises of the prosperity preachers is in one of the
letters of the apostle John:
Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.
(3 John 1:2)
“See,” says “your best life now.” “This is the top of the heap. Above all things,
God wants you to prosper. How much clearer could it be?”
But one would have to ask, are your sure you’re really understanding this
correctly? Is your prosperity really the will of God above all things?
Do you think, for example, that prosperity is the will of God above even the
spreading of the gospel? Do you think that John is somehow insisting that
everyone should get rich and healthy even before the gospel is preached? If
prosperity is above all things, then of course, that’s exactly what he’s saying.
That would have disqualified the apostle Paul right out of the gate. At least
half the time he was both sick and poor.
Not that I speak in respect of want:
for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am,
therewith to be content.
I know both how to be abased,
and I know how to abound:
every where and in all things I am instructed
both to be full and to be hungry, both to
abound and to suffer need.
(Philippians 4:11)
Poor Paul. Oh well, some people just never get it right.
And is prosperity God’s priority for you even above your obedience to Him?
According to this interpretation, it has to be. Above the work of Christ on
the cross? Above the very glory of God? According to this, yes and yes.
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If it’s above all things, then it’s above all things. That’s plainly simple and
simply plain.
In fact, if prosperity really is above all things like “your best life now” insists
it is, then it would actually be a sin not to seek prosperity first, above all
things. And of course, that is precisely what they teach.
But read what John says again:
Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.
Their first misunderstanding in this verse comes from the phrase I wish.
“Your best life now” seems to think that John is saying “I will” instead of “I
wish.” As though John is saying it is God’s ‘will’ that you prosper.
But the phrase I wish is the Greek word euchomai. A primary verb, it literally means “to wish.” It never means “to will.” “To will” would be the Greek
word thelema.
Paul uses the same Greek word when he says to the church at Rome:
I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ
for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh...
(Romans 9:3)
Paul is by no means saying it is the ‘will’ of God that he be accursed from
Christ. He is simply ‘wishing’ that somehow, anyhow, even at his own ultimate eternal expense, that those whom he loves could be saved.
And all should share that sentiment. That’s the very heart that beats in
Christ, Who Himself was accursed for those that He loved:
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for us: for it is written,
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.
(Galatians 3:13)
But anyone who would interpret John’s ‘wish’ that you should prosper as
though John were saying that it is the ‘will’ of God that you prosper, would
also have to interpret Paul’s ‘wish’ that he be accursed from Christ for his
kinsmen, as also being the ‘will’ of God that he be accursed.
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And since Christ Himself had already been accursed from God for each
and all of Paul’s kinsmen, it’s probably safe to assume that Paul really wasn’t
trying to say that it was the ‘will’ of God that he be accursed as well. It was
just the ‘wish’ of Paul. It wasn’t the ‘will’ of God.
And likewise, it’s just the ‘wish’ of John that you prosper. It’s not the ‘will’
of God that you prosper. Get your verbs right. They’re important.
Here’s the important difference: we can always be guaranteed that the ‘will’
of God will come to pass. But God is not beholden to make Paul’s or John’s
‘wishes’ come to pass. Their ‘wishes’ are just that: wishes. They’re not God’s
will.
John’s ‘wish’ is sort of like saying “Sweet dreams” to your kids at night before
they go to sleep. You can’t guarantee sweet dreams as the will of God, and it
would be foolish if you tried. But you’re sure ‘wishing’ your kids will have
sweet dreams just the same.
The word “above,” as in above all things, is the second problem with their
interpretation of John’s words. Of the 304 times in the New Testament
that the Greek word peri is used, only this one time is it translated as the
word “above.” All the other 303 times it is translated as either “through,”
“about,” “around,” “concerning,” or “of,” and in the majority of the verses it is
translated as “about” or “around.” But the word has absolutely nothing to
do with priority or sequence.
And if you try to translate the Greek word peri as “above” in any of the other
303 places it is used, you’ll wind up with some pretty funny stuff. Instead
of John the Baptist wearing his girdle “around” his waist, you’ll have him
wearing it “above” his waist. And even for a prophet with John’s rugged
constitution, that might have been a little embarrassing. And you’ll have
Jesus speaking from down in a hole wherever He goes, as he looks at all
those people not sitting “around” him, but sitting “above” Him.
Peri is only translated once in the entire New Testament as “above.” And it’s
here, in this verse. The Greek word for “above” would be the word huper. It
means “over,” “above,” “beyond,” or “greater.”
But the word used here is peri, not huper. Here the word peri should be
understood to mean “about, or concerning, these things.”
And then there is the comparative phrase even as. That’s the Greek word
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kathos. It’s made up of two words, kata, “down,” and hos, “in that manner.”
In other words, “only like this.”
So what John is actually saying is, I wish [not “God wills”] that concerning
all things [not “above” all things], you would prosper and be in health, just like
your soul is prospering.
So the real question is this: how does your soul really prosper?
If the blessings that Moses proclaimed from Mount Sinai in the Old Contract are used as the standard of ‘soul prosperity,’ then “your best life now”
can justifiably make the case that as your soul prospers, its evidence will be
found in those kind of material blessings.
But if the blessings that Jesus proclaimed from the Mount of Olives in the
New Contract are used as the standard, the evidence of ‘soul prosperity’
becomes different by a universe.
Jesus said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation... for, behold,
the kingdom of God is within you.
If “poverty of spirit” is really the blessing, what will be it’s outward evidence?
And if “mourning” is really the blessing, what will be it’s outward evidence?
And if “hunger and thirst for an absent righteousness,” and “meekness” and
“purity” are really the blessings, what will be their outward evidence?
That’s right: nothing you could ever see. All of the evidence of the blessings
that Jesus brings would only be on the inside. Completely out of sight.
Precisely the only place that Jesus said the kingdom can be found.
If the kingdom is built only on the inside, within you, then where must all
the work of the kingdom happen as well? The real blessings of God are an
inside job: within you. Christ’s real blessings would provide the only kind
of evidence that faith allows: an unseen one.
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen.
(Hebrews 11:1)
The real blessings of God don’t fill you up with this world. The real blessings
of God empty you out. The “blessings” that would fill you up with this
world always empty you of the world to come.
God provides no ocular evidence of His eternity-changing work. It’s all
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secret. It’s all hidden. He hides it so that it cannot be seen. He will be glad
to tell you all about it, of course. In the most foolish and unverifiable words
you could never even imagine. But He’ll never show it to you. And those
who say He will show it to you contradict the only real Expert in the room.
Astonishingly, that which you have struggled against all your life is found
to be the very blessing of God Himself. And the results of all those circumstances you’ve spent your whole life trying to avoid are themselves found to
have been the very blessings of God Himself.
These blessings that Jesus describes contain the only tools that God uses
to fashion you for the world to come. They bring with them the very same
tools with which He fashioned His only begotten Son.
Was Christ not poor in spirit?
He is despised and rejected of men;
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
and we hid as it were our faces from him;
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
(Isaiah 53:3)
Did Christ not mourn?
Jesus wept.

( John 11:35)

Was Christ not meek?
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
(Matthew 11:29)
Did He not hunger and thirst for the righteousness of God?
Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity;
therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee
with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.
(Hebrews 1:9)
Was Christ not merciful?
Not by works of righteousness which we have done,
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but according to his mercy he saved us,
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing
of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
(Titus 3:5–6)

Was Christ not pure in heart?
Thy word is very pure:
therefore thy servant loveth it.
(Psalms 119:140)
Was Christ not a peacemaker?
For he is our peace, who hath made both one,
and hath broken down the middle wall of partition
between us; Having abolished in his flesh the
enmity, even the law of commandments contained in
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one
new man, so making peace;
And that he might reconcile both unto God
in one body by the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby:
And came and preached peace to you which
were afar off, and to them that were nigh.
(Ephesians 2:14–17)
Was Christ not reviled and persecuted?
Surely he hath borne our griefs,
and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon him;
and with his stripes we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned every one to his own way;
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and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity
of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought
as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep
before her shearers is dumb, so he
openeth not his mouth.
(Isaiah 53:4–7)
Christ’s blessings impart to His followers His very own nature. The rich of
this world are not the blessed. Don’t be deceived! The poor in spirit who
are rich in faith are the blessed in this world. As Christ was not of this
world, none of His blessings are of this world:
Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises: that by these ye might be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world through lust.
(2 Peter 1:4)
Contradictorily, the blessings of Moses bring nothing of the crucified life.
Are the rich poor in spirit? Do the rich mourn? Are they meek? Do they
hunger and thirst? Are they reviled? No. Instead, theirs is the un-blessed,
the un-crucified, and the un-contradicted life. Are the rich the truly blessed
of God? Jesus says no.
But woe unto you that are rich!
for ye have received your consolation.
Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger.
Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye shall
mourn and weep.
Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you!
for so did their fathers to the false prophets.
(Luke 6:24–26)
Paul finally gets it right, but only after he hears Jesus Himself speak:
And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee:
for my strength is made perfect in weakness.
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory
in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
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may rest upon me.

(2 Corinthians 12:9)

What does the blessed life really look like?
Paul finally realizes that God’s real blessings look nothing like what he thought
they did. They come to accomplish what he never even imagined that God
even wanted to accomplish.
Think about this: if God chooses the foolish things of this world to confound the wise, then God’s blessing could only be that which makes you
foolish. The blessing of God could never be that which makes you wise.
That which would make you wise would be a curse, because it would leave
you un-chosen by God.
And if God chooses the weak in this world to confound the mighty, then
God’s blessing could only be that which makes you weak. The blessing of
God could never be that which makes you strong. That which would make
you strong would be a curse, because it would leave you un-chosen by God.
And if the poor in spirit are the blessed, then that which makes you rich in
spirit could never be the blessing.
Paul finally arrives at this astounding and utterly contradictory conclusion:
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities,
in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions,
in distresses for Christ’s sake:
for when I am weak, then am I strong.
(2 Corinthians 12:9–10)
I take pleasure in what? In infirmities? In reproaches? In necessities? In
persecutions? In distresses?
That’s not how “your best life now” talks. That’s an altogether foreign language. That’s strange talk. That’s crucified talk. That’s not-from-this-world
talk. That’s from-the-world-to-come talk. That’s real-blessings-of-God talk.
Look around you. Who do know who talks like that? That’s not the message of “your best life now.” That’s the message of “your best life later.”
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory;
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While we look not at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen are temporal;
but the things which are not seen are eternal.
(2 Corinthians 4:17)
The merely temporary never commands my attention, declares Paul. I fix
my gaze instead on the eternal. The things which are seen are never the
real blessing. They are far too transient for God’s way of thinking. The
things which are not seen are the real blessings. They contain the very stuff
of eternity.
Not that I speak in respect of want:
for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am,
therewith to be content.
(Philippians 4:11)
And having food and raiment
let us be therewith content.

(Titus 6:8)

Let your conversation be without covetousness;
and be content with such things as ye have:
for he hath said, I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee.
(Hebrews 13:5)
I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. That’s the real blessing.
God blesses you in this world for only one reason: in order to prepare you
for an eternity with Him in the next world.
In my Father’s house are many mansions:
if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again, and receive you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also.
( John 14:2–3)
He didn’t say, “I stay to prepare a place for you.” He didn’t say “You stay and
prepare a place for Me.” His blessings are the tools whereby He prepares
you. While He is preparing the place for you, He is preparing you for the
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place. And when you’re ready for it, it’ll be ready for you.
The place is easy to prepare. You, not so much. And that’s what the real
blessings are for. The problem is, the blessings of Moses, of the law, will
leave you unprepared for that place. By the blessings of Moses, you would
never feel at home there. Jesus is preparing a place where only the poor in
spirit will feel at home.
By the blessings of Moses, you can only feel at home here. In this promised
land. In this world. Just like “your best life now” teaches you to.
And consequently, the heavenly help will always be disguised as earthly
hurt. So that they who seek the blessings of this world will never receive it.
And the heavenly pleasure will always be disguised as earthly pain. So that
they who find their comfort in riches will automatically reject it. Dividing
the spirit from the flesh, separating the worldly affections from the heavenly
ones, that’s the sole business of the real blessings of God. And that’s always
a distressing process. And the rich of this world spurn all distress. Money
removes distress. The rich reject distress with utter disdain and contempt.
Their goal is to live sumptuously. Every day.
Did you think that preparing you and your naturally sinful mind for faceto-face fellowship with God Himself would be an enjoyable process? It
could only be enjoyable if you left out the cross. And that’s exactly what
“your best life now” does. Crucifixion is simply never on their fine-dining
menu.
Think about it: with what words might you describe the experience of a
man who is crucified?
Is he poor in spirit or rich in spirit? Does he mourn or does he laugh? Does
he hunger for a different rightness, or is he satisfied with the status quo? Is
he meek and lowly or high and mighty? Is he pure or diluted in his focus?
Crucifixion is unimaginably painful. Purposely so. That’s the entire point
of crucifixion. Not just death. But suffering as well. Listen carefully again:
For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ,
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for
his sake; Having the same conflict which ye saw
in me, and now hear to be in me.
(Philippians 1:29–30)
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Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us
in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the
same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh
hath ceased from sin;
That he no longer should live the rest of his time
in the flesh to the lusts of men,
but to the will of God.
(1 Peter 4:1–2)
The suffering is the gift of God to you. He that hath suffered in the flesh
hath ceased from sin. The real blessed life follows along the road of suffering.
Not along the road of comfort and prosperity. The blessings of Christ create
the only appropriate attitude for the crucified life. The blessings of Moses
create the only appropriate attitude for the crowned life. But to which does
Jesus call you? A crown or a cross?
The blessings of Moses just cannot get the real job done. Because the real
job is crucifixion. And that’s the problem with “your best life now.” It never
looks crucified. Because it isn’t.
And when you pretend that it is, and try to talk like it is, you wind up
making an absurd mockery of the real crucifixion of Christ. You imagine
that his cross must have been enjoyable. Because yours certainly is.
You need the better blessings to prepare you for that better place. And the
better blessing are the blessings of Jesus. No better blessings, no better place.
That’s the only way this deal works.
And when he had called the people unto him
with his disciples also, he said unto them,
Whosoever will come after me,
let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow me.
For whosoever will save his life shall lose it;
but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake
and the gospel’s, the same shall save it.
For what shall it profit a man,
if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul?
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
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Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation; of him also shall the Son of man be
ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels.
(Mark 8:34–38)

The true riches are found in the crucified life. The blessings of Moses would
defraud you of that. You cannot have both “your best life now” and the cross
of Christ. You must choose between the two.
And were you to gain all the riches of the entire world, and all the blessings
of Moses that could possibly be had, on judgment day, they still wouldn’t
purchase one ounce of the crucified life you should have chosen instead:
What shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
Do you really think that God wants to make your short stay here in this
world as comfortable and enjoyable as He possibly can? If that’s really His
plan, He certainly forgot to tell His beloved Son about it. Because Jesus
missed out on everything that “your best life now” is promising to His “followers.”
Those who believe that their prosperity in this world is God’s highest goal
will never cry “Come quickly, Lord Jesus.” They will cry instead, “Take your
time, Lord Jesus. It’s nice here. We’re in no hurry for your return. The new
house is nice. The Lexus is very cool. We’re enjoying ourselves immensely.
In fact, we’re having our best life now. Just be sure to keep on sending those
blessings!”
When you’ve been wined and dined and given the keys to the palace, it rings
a little hollow when you write to Dad back in Mayberry, “Sure wish I was
home.”
With the lobster still stuck between your teeth, and the wine still dripping
down your chin, it’s more than a little disingenuous to write, “I sure miss
the grits.”
Heaven? Who needs it. I’m having my best life now. Glory to god in the
highest.
But he turned, and said unto Peter,
Get thee behind me, Satan:
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thou art an offence unto me:
for thou savourest not the things that be of God,
but those that be of men.
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Chapter 14
The Contradiction of Repentance
If any man would come after Me, let Him utterly contradict himself...
No doctrine, without exception, has ever been more misunderstood and
misapplied to the greater harm of more souls than the doctrine of repentance. Like every other thought that we bring to Christ, our thoughts on
repentance are wrong. And not by just a little.
My thoughts are not your thoughts, declares God. By how much?
For as the heavens are higher than the earth... By precisely an entire immeasurable universe of difference.
Has Isaiah convinced you of that yet? I hope so. Because if you think that
somehow, this is the one subject where you and God surely do think alike,
then you may as well just go ahead and slap Isaiah and call God a liar.
Go ahead and tell God that on this particular subject, His thoughts are not
higher by a heaven than yours. I’m sure He’ll be excited to find that out.
And while you’re at it, be sure to remind Him that He’s God, and so are
you.
Recall what it means to be wise and prudent. To be wise and prudent is to
contradict Christ. To be wise and prudent is to think that you know the
truth before Jesus tells it to you. To be wise and prudent is to think that
someone other than Jesus has the very same information that He does. To
be wise and prudent is to believe that truth has not been hidden. Not from
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you. That you have found it with your very own investigative powers in
other sources outside the words of Christ and His apostles. Perhaps in the
words of one of those Old Testament prophets that also talked a lot about
repentance. Like Moses. Or Elijah. Or John the Baptist.
Did you think that John the Baptist was a New Testament prophet? Think
again, says Jesus:
Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born
of women there hath not risen a greater than
John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
And from the days of John the Baptist until now
the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence,
and the violent take it by force.
For all the prophets and the law prophesied
until John. And if ye will receive it, this is Elias,
which was for to come.
(Matthew 11:11–14)
John’s was the last voice of the Old Testament. Not the first voice of the
New. Jesus’ was the first voice of the New. And the only voice of the New.
In the Old Testament, everybody else’s voices were simply dark echoes of
His. For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. Now it’s Jesus’
turn to speak.
John himself warns his followers not to give equal weight to his words and
the words of the Christ Who would follow him:
He must increase, but I must decrease.
He that cometh from above is above all:
he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh
of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above
all. And what he hath seen and heard,
that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his
testimony. He that hath received his testimony
hath set to his seal that God is true.
For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words
of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by
measure unto him.
( John 3:30)
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He that speaketh the words of God is not John’s reference to himself. It
is his reference to Christ. Don’t compare His word with anyone else’s word.
Not even to mine, warns John. Everyone else must decrease. Christ must
increase. He alone, uniquely, speaketh the words of God.
Christ’s words are not to be compared with anyone else’s words, because
Christ Himself is not to be compared with anyone else. Unlike any who
came before Him, God has given Him not just a portion of His Spirit, but
the fullness. This is God Himself, come in the flesh.
For in him dwelleth all the
fulness of the Godhead bodily.

(Colossians 2:9)

“But,” some would protest, “you do err by holding far too low a view of the
Old Testament. Remember that Paul said, All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16), and because the New Testament had not yet been compiled at the time, Paul was obviously referring
strictly to the Old Testament. So, the Old is, by this word, equally applicable with the New.”
Well, according to Jesus Himself, the Old Testament is divided into the
law, the prophets, and the psalms (Luke 24:24); excluding the psalms, let’s
examine the other two. Do you think that Paul was telling young Timothy
that the “ministry of death and condemnation” contained in the law was
profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction?
But if the ministration of death, written and
engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the
children of Israel could not stedfastly behold
the face of Moses for the glory of his
countenance; which glory was to be done away:
How shall not the ministration of the spirit
be rather glorious?
(2 Corinthians 3:7)
Apparently, this same Paul is of the belief that the law was the administration of mere angels (Acts 7:53) in the hand of a mere man, but the gospel,
by contrast, is the administration of the Holy Spirit Himself:
Wherefore then serveth the law? It was
added because of transgressions, till the
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seed should come to whom the promise
was made; and it was ordained by angels
in the hand of a mediator.
(Galatians 3:19)

Or do you think the scripture that Paul was referring to for correction and
instruction was that for which one would be “cursed” if he didn’t “continue”
in all of it?
For as many as are of the works of the
law are under the curse: for it is written,
Cursed is every one that continueth not
in all things which are written in the book
of the law to do them.
(Galatians 3:10)
Cursing goes a little beyond correction, wouldn’t you say? I correct my sons
and daughter, but I’ve never even come close to cursing them. And seeing
that the law entered that the offense might abound (Romans 5:20) (the offense, of course, being sin), you’re likely to find very little instruction in righteousness where sin abounds. Those two would sort of be at odds with each
other, don’t you think? You would undoubtedly find a lot of grace where
sin abounds, but that grace would neither be in the law nor of the law.
And if all the scriptures, including the law, are good for doctrine, reproof,
correction and instruction, then you’ll probably need to quickly find the
nearest qualified Levite and start making some major changes.
And how could the law be used for instruction in righteousness when the
righteousness of God exists independently of the law?
But now the righteousness of God without
the law is manifested, being witnessed by
the law and the prophets;
(Romans 3:21)
But if the law does not work for instruction in righteousness, what of the
prophets of the Old Testament? Is our doctrine, reproof, and instruction
to be found solely in their words? Not according to this same Paul:
If ye have heard of the dispensation of the
grace of God which is given me to you-ward:
How that by revelation he made known unto
me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,
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Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand
my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)
Which in other ages was not made known
unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed
unto his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs,
and of the same body, and partakers of his
promise in Christ by the gospel: Whereof
I was made a minister, according to the gift
of the grace of God given unto me by the
effectual working of his power. Unto me,
who am less than the least of all saints, is
this grace given, that I should preach among
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;
And to make all men see what is the fellowship
of the mystery, which from the beginning of
the world hath been hid in God, who created
all things by Jesus Christ: To the intent that
now unto the principalities and powers in
heavenly places might be known by the
church the manifold wisdom of God.
(Ephesians 3:2–10)
When you read these things that I am writing, says Paul, you will recognize,
for the very first time, a wisdom never before given to the sons of men, hidden in God from the beginning of the world, but now revealed to Christ’s
holy apostles and prophets, to the intent that now, not then, unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the
manifold wisdom of God. The manifold wisdom of God is known for the
very first time, by the church, through the New Testament gospel. And it
has never been known, and cannot be known, by anything else or through
anything else.
Do you think that Paul was referring to only the Old Testament scriptures
when he said to Timothy, But continue thou in the things which thou hast
learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;
And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able
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to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus (2
Timothy 3:15)?
Do you think he was saying that not just Timothy, but every young Jewish
boy had, there in the Old Testament writings of the law and the prophets,
that which was able to make him wise unto salvation through faith which is
in Christ Jesus? If that was so, why did Timothy, or the other Jews, or we,
or anybody need the preaching of the gospel at all?
But that no man is justified by the law
in the sight of God, it is evident: for,
The just shall live by faith. And the law
is not of faith: but, The man that doeth
them shall live in them.
(Galatians 3:11–12)
There was, and is, no understanding of saving faith in Christ to be had in
the law alone, apart from the New Testament scriptures. The gospel and
its scriptures alone reveal the righteousness of God, for the very first time
ever.
But now the righteousness of God
without the law is manifested, being
witnessed by the law and the prophets.
(Romans 3:21)
Now, and only now, is the righteousness of God, without the law, manifested. The law and the prophets are the gospel’s intelligible witnesses only
after the gospel has been declared. Not before. Never before. Even the
witnesses themselves, by their own admission, did not understand whereof
they witnessed:
Of which salvation the prophets have
enquired and searched diligently, who
prophesied of the grace that should
come unto you: Searching what, or what
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which
was in them did signify, when it testified
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and
the glory that should follow. Unto whom
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it was revealed, that not unto themselves,
but unto us they did minister the things,
which are now reported unto you by them
that have preached the gospel unto you
with the Holy Ghost sent down from
heaven; which things the angels
desire to look into.
(1 Peter 1:10–12)
Paul declares:
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth;
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
For therein is the righteousness of God
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written,
The just shall live by faith.
(Romans 1:16–17)
Therein, in the gospel of Christ, and nowhere else, clearly for the first time, is
the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith. Again: the law and the
prophets are only the clear and intelligible witnesses of the righteousness of
God after the proclamation of the gospel, not before.
To blanketly say that all scripture, without regard to where in the order of
revelation it was proclaimed, is equally profitable for instruction, reproof,
doctrine and correction, is to make the words of Moses and the law compete
with the words of Christ and the gospel. And they do compete:
For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness,
and going about to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted themselves
unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is the
end of the law for righteousness to every one
that believeth. For Moses describeth the
righteousness which is of the law, That the man
which doeth those things shall live by them.
But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh
on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall
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ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ
down from above:) Or, Who shall descend into
the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from
the dead.) But what saith it? The word is nigh thee,
even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the
word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with
the heart man believeth unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.
(Romans 10:3–10)

Compiled or not, Paul is obviously referring to his own writing, and the
writings of the other holy apostles and prophets that were then circulating.
Jesus had already commanded the publishing of the Gospel to all nations
(Mark 13:10). There is no way, no how, that Paul is telling us to give equal
heed to the New and Old Testaments. Holding that erroneous view is how
many get themselves and their followers into deep trouble.
Therefore we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have heard, lest
at any time we should let them slip. For if the
word spoken by angels was stedfast, and
every transgression and disobedience received
a just recompence of reward; How shall we
escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord,
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard
him; God also bearing them witness, both with
signs and wonders, and with divers miracles,
and gifts of the Holy Ghost,
according to his own will?
(Hebrews 2:1–4)
Concerning both the law and the prophets, both Moses and Elijah, God
Himself would speak to you with an audible voice:
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
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(Matthew 17:5)

To be wise and prudent is to trot out your “Moses-said-in-Deuteronomy”
verses or your “remember-John-the-Baptist-said” passages to offset and oppose what Jesus and His apostles have clearly said to the contrary. To be
wise and prudent is to listen to anyone other than Christ and believe that
you have found the truth.
Rightly dividing the word of God is not adding Jesus’ words to Moses’ and
Elijah’s words, dividing by three, and giving everybody an equal place at
the table. Jesus is the one and only Lord. He didn’t just say some words
like everybody else. He is the Word! Unlike anybody else! And do you
remember what God’s attitude toward the wise and prudent is? From the
wise and prudent, God has sworn in his wrath that aletheia will remain
hidden forever. Don’t be wise and prudent. Not even once.
Be a babe. If you’re a wordless babe when you come to Jesus, having given
up your own words that always, by default, contradict His, Jesus promises
to ‘unconceal’ to you what He has hidden from everyone else since before
the foundation of the world. And in the very words that are by-designguaranteed to look foolish to all the wise and prudent around you, you will
joyfully discover the utterly and always-contradictory wisdom of God Himself.
Hear ye Him, and no one else, commands the Father.
Expect contradiction ahead, and nothing else, says the Son.
Because contradiction is the only kind of word Christ will ever speak to
you, fully expect your definition of repentance to be a contradiction to His
definition of repentance. If you don’t, you’ll still have yours when you finish,
but you’ll miss His altogether.
The word used in the New Testament for “repentance,” metanoeo, means to
“think differently, or to think afterwards, or to reconsider.” In other words,
“to change your mind.”
But change your mind about what? That’s the question. No one changes
his mind about nothing. If someone says to you, “I changed my mind,” you
never simply say, “That’s great. Glad to hear it.” Instead you always ask,
“About what?”
And the only answer to that question that you would never get in return
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would be, “Nothing. I just changed my mind.” On the contrary, the response to your question would always be a description of what they used
to think in contrast to what they now think. A change of mind is always
attached to two ways of thinking: the former and the current.
What has been added to that simple Bible-word definition of repentance
as “a change of mind” is the assumption that if a man really changes the way
he ‘thinks’ on a particular subject, he will also change the way he ‘acts’ in
regard to that subject. This added notion of a change of behavior leads to
the complete idea currently held about repentance: a change of mind that
always results in a change of behavior.
But the question still remains: a change of mind and behavior about what?
Reformed theology provides its answer: a change of mind and behavior, it
says, about ‘sins.’
‘Sins,’ it insists, must be repented of and forsaken entirely before God will
forgive you. It’s not enough to simply change your mind about sins. You
must change your behavior as well. You cannot remain in sin. The road
to hell, preachers of reformed theology assure you, is paved with the good
intentions of the merely changed minds who lacked equally changed behaviors.
Sins must be utterly forsaken, they insist, before God will ever accept you
into His kingdom. That is the unbendable, unbreakable prerequisite; the
one unchangeable, unalterable requirement, they say, for any acceptance
with God. Period. No exceptions. No repentance from sins – no acceptance with God; no repentance from sins – no salvation from Christ.
“Can sinners be saved?” they ask rhetorically. “Of course they can. If they
repent of their sins. We are sinners as well,” they assure their hearers. “But
we have repented and therefore God has forgiven us. If you repent and turn
from all your sins like we have, He will forgive you too. But you cannot
remain in your sins and be saved.”
And without the slightest deviation from that message, that’s exactly how
they always preach it.
And those who hear that message always feel deep in their own hearts that
indeed, that must, of necessity, be true. After all, that’s just common sense.
God is holy and man is not. God would never allow that which is unholy
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into a permanent fellowship with Him, unless there was, beforehand, a total renunciation and forsaking of all sins. And that makes perfect sense.
That is, it makes sense until you see the publican in the temple. Then it gets
a little confusing. Because the picture that Jesus shows of the two men who
go up to the temple to pray is astonishingly contradictory to what all those
preachers of “repentance of sins before forgiveness” are saying.
In Jesus’ story, it is actually the Pharisee, not the publican, who has changed
his mind and his behavior about sins. In fact, his repentance from sins is
exactly what he is so excited to tell God about. The publican, on the other
hand, even as he prays, seems to be very much still in possession of his sins.
In fact, that’s exactly what he is so distraught about.
And therein lies the contradiction between what reformed theology says
about repentance and what Jesus says about it. According to reformed theology, it is the Pharisee who answers all of the questions about repentance
from sins correctly. And according to reformed theology, it is the publican
who answers all of them wrong.
Repentance-From-Sins-Before-Forgiveness says to the Pharisee, “You must
not be like other men.” And the Pharisee answers happily, God, I thank
thee, that I am not as other men are.
“You must not be an extortioner, unjust, an adulterer or a publican.”
“I am none of those things,” the Pharisee joyfully assures Repentance-FromSins.
“You must fast and tithe and frequent the temple as proof of your repentance,” says Repentance-From-Sins to the Pharisee.
I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess, the Pharisee replies.
“And here I am at the temple, reminding you once again that all those things
are true.”
“Then welcome to the forgiveness of your Lord. You may now, because of
your repentance from sins, go down to your house justified,” says RepentanceFrom-Sins to the joyful Pharisee.
Repentance-From-Sins-Before-Forgiveness says to the publican, “You must
not be like other men.” The publican answers in utter dismay, “I am now,
at this very moment, worse than all other men. I am, even as I speak, an ex-
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tortioner, unjust, and an adulterer. And I smite my breast because of who
I am, not because of who I was.”
“Come back, then, only when you’re willing, like the Pharisee, to utterly
forsake all those things,” declares Repentance-from-Sins to the publican.
“Until then, because you have not repented and forsaken those things, you
may go down to your house condemned. For everyone who repents and
forsakes his sins shall be forgiven, and everyone who remains in his sins
shall not.”
But amazingly, that’s precisely the opposite of the way Jesus tells it.
The notion of “repentance from sins before forgiveness” seems altogether
reasonable to the reasonable mind.
And that’s precisely why it’s perfectly wrong by an entire universe: no contradiction whatsoever is required to believe it. It is exactly what you have
always believed. And what you have always believed, without exception, is
never right. As is the case with all aletheia, the ‘unconcealing’ concerning
repentance is precisely the opposite of what you would ever have imagined
it to be. Like all aletheia, this can only be known if Jesus reveals it to you.
Here is the astonishingly contradictory truth about repentance: there is not
one single place in the entire New Testament where a sinner is ever called
to repent of their sins before they receive forgiveness. Not one. I know you
think there must be, but there isn’t.
There is indeed a New Testament call to repentance, but surprisingly, despite what you’ve been told, it is never a call for the unforgiven sinner to
change his mind or his behavior about sins. It is always and only a call for
the unforgiven sinner to change his mind about Christ.
Peter’s first chance to preach the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit
came on the day of Pentecost, as the Spirit, sent by the resurrected Christ
from the Father, filled him, and for the very first time gave him the anointed
words to preach to the sinful world.
But Peter, standing up with the eleven,
lifted up his voice, and said unto them,
Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell
at Jerusalem, be this known unto you,
and hearken to my words...
(Acts 2:14)
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And Peter stands up in their midst and boldly demands, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Now let me ask you a question: do you think that Peter was really saying,
“Boys, you have to change your minds and behavior about sins. You can’t
continue to believe that adultery, murder, stealing, and child molestation
is OK. You must change your minds and your behavior about these sins
before God will receive you in Jesus Christ. No repentance from sins, no
forgiveness from Christ.”
You would think that since this was the very first opportunity for God to
deliver His message through the disciples under the anointing of His Spirit,
that He would have been sure to include the very most important part of
the gospel message: repentance from sins. After all, according to reformed
theology, that’s step number one. Every time! Without exception! No
coming to Christ without it!
But astonishingly, as you read what Peter preaches to these men before he
calls them to repent, you will find not a single mention of sins. Not one.
No mention of adultery, or stealing, or homosexuality, or abortion, or lying,
or pornography, or anything even remotely related to those things that the
preachers of repentance from sins tell us are so critically important to God’s
message to sinners. Absolutely nothing at all.
Oh, actually I take that back. He does preach against murder. But it’s only
one murder in particular: the murder of Christ. Not the murder of Bob.
Now either God had a huge lapse of memory at a very inopportune moment, or repentance from sins wasn’t even in Peter’s talking points.
Which is it? Because repentance from sins, the very thing that all the preachers of reformed theology keep telling you is message number one from God
to the world, is conspicuously absent here. The only repentance that Peter
seems to be concerned about is a change of mind about Who Jesus is and a
change of behavior in light of that.
Ye men of Israel, hear these words;
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God
among you by miracles and wonders and signs,
which God did by him in the midst
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of you, as ye yourselves also know:
Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken,
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:
Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the
pains of death: because it was not possible that
he should be holden of it.
(Acts 2:22–24)

In his very first opportunity to preach, the one that would set the precedent
for all preaching to follow, Peter seems to want to talk exclusively about
Christ.
“By wicked hands you have slain the Savior. I’m here to talk about that sin.
That one sin. That singular sin in regard to that One single man. You don’t
need to change your mind about many sins. You just need to change your
mind about that sin.”
This Jesus hath God raised up,
whereof we all are witnesses.
Therefore let all the house of Israel
know assuredly, that God hath made that same
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.
Now when they heard this, they were pricked
in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the
rest of the apostles, Men and brethren,
what shall we do?
(Acts 2:32,36–37)
Repent, says Peter. “Change your mind about the Savior. About Jesus,
Who is the Christ of God.”
And so it is with every other reference in the New Testament concerning
the repentance to which God calls sinners. It is always a call to change your
mind about Christ. It is never a call for the sinner to change his mind and
his behavior concerning sins.
But didn’t Jesus say to the woman caught in the very act of adultery, Go
and sin no more? Yes, He did. But not first. First, He said, Neither do I
condemn thee. Last time I checked, if God Himself says to you, Neither
do I condemn thee, you’re not condemned any more. Instruction to the
already-saved is not a call to repentance before forgiveness. It’s direction for

The Contradiction of Repentance

201

the already-forgiven.
And early in the morning he came again into
the temple, and all the people came unto him;
and he sat down, and taught them.
And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him
a woman taken in adultery; and when they had
set her in the midst, They say unto him, Master,
this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.
Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such
should be stoned: but what sayest thou?
This they said, tempting him, that they might have
to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with
his finger wrote on the ground,
as though he heard them not.
When they continued asking him,
he lifted up himself, and said unto them,
He that is without sin among you,
let him first cast a stone at her.
And again he stooped down,
and wrote on the ground.
And they which heard it,
being convicted by their own
conscience, went out one by one,
beginning at the eldest, even unto the last:
and Jesus was left alone,
and the woman standing in the midst.
When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none
but the woman, he said unto her, Woman,
where are those thine accusers?
hath no man condemned thee?
She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her,
Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.
( John 8:2–11)
Adultery stands in the very presence of Sinlessness. And Sinlessness says,
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Neither do I condemn thee. Some have actually suggested that Jesus would
have condemned her, wanted to condemn her, wished He could condemn
her, but could not, because there were not the two law-required witnesses.
But that rationale would mean that every mass murderer whose crimes were
unwitnessed would be innocent before God on judgment day.
Did anybody see these secret murders, rapes and child molestations? Well, if I
can’t get two witnesses, you’re free to go.
God doesn’t need two witnesses. The Law needs two witnesses. Sin stood
in the very presence of God and, without ‘repentance,’ was forgiven. And
then, after she was forgiven, was instructed to Go, and sin no more. The
preachers of repentance from sins have it exactly backwards. They have
Jesus saying, Go and sin no more. And if you’ll do that, Neither do I condemn
thee.
God has many instructions and repentances to which He calls the alreadyforgiven. Let him who stole, steal no more, and, Be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess. And many others just like those.
But no repentance from sins for unsaved sinners. None. Not once. And not
ever. Here is the astonishing contradiction of repentance you could never
have imagined before:
It is only the ‘unrepentant’ from sins – only the ‘unchanged and the still
sinful’ – whom God ever invites to a justifying relationship with Himself.
Who goes down to his house justified before God? According to Jesus,
only the sinner goes home justified. And according to Jesus, the alreadyrepentant-from-sins Pharisee always goes home condemned.
Jesus looks at sins and sinners totally differently than you would expect:
And it came to pass,
as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold,
many publicans and sinners came and sat down
with him and his disciples.
And when the Pharisees saw it,
they said unto his disciples,
Why eateth your Master
with publicans and sinners?
But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them,
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They that be whole need not a physician, but
they that are sick. But go ye and learn what that
meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice:
for I am not come to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance.
(Matthew 9:10)
I am come to call only the sinners to repentance, says Jesus. But repentance
from what?
Along with all the preachers of reformed theology today, the Pharisees were
sure that God demanded ‘repentance from sins’ before He would receive
a man in justifying forgiveness. And consequently, as they watched Jesus
eating with publicans and sinners who obviously had not repented of their
sins, they were confused. This was definitely not how it was supposed to
work.
And when Jesus gave them His answer to their question about this seeming
discrepancy, it was not at all what they expected to hear. And unless you’re
God, it’s not what you expected to hear either.
Jesus explains to the altogether-astonished Pharisees that, unless you have
a ‘physician to patient’ point of view, you don’t really have God’s point of
view about sins at all. You just have your own.
My thoughts are not your thoughts, declares God. Not once. And not ever.
According to Jesus, God views sins exactly and only like the physician views
sickness. And since He’s the only Expert in the room, whether you like it or
not, agree with it or not, or think it’s accurate or not is wholly immaterial.
God thinks it’s accurate. According to Jesus, that’s God’s one and only point
of view on sins and sinners.
I will have mercy, and not sacrifice. I will have mercy and ouk [“a primary
word; the absolute negative”], “no,” sacrifice, declares Jesus. This Doctor
charges nothing in advance for His services. You don’t pay for God’s mercy
with your sacrifice. Don’t you understand? says Jesus. I pay for God’s mercy
with My sacrifice.
But go ye and learn what that meaneth. Jesus explains that, with God, sin
is as a sickness and sinners are as the sick. And the very thing that makes
the physician compassionate toward the sick is the same thing that makes
God compassionate toward the sinful. The physician knows that men never
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choose to be sick. They don’t have to. Sickness chooses men. And likewise,
God knows that men never choose to be sinners. They don’t have to. Sin
chooses men.
Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin;
and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned:
(For until the law sin was in the world:
but sin is not imputed when there is no law.
Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses,
even over them that had not sinned after the
similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the
figure of him that was to come...)
(Romans 5:12–14)
Adam chose sin. By one man sin entered into the world.
Now sin chooses Adam. So death passed upon all men. Every time. Without exception. Adam had a choice. But absolutely nobody else does.
But the Pharisees who watched Jesus eat with the unrepentant sinners that
day believed they were altogether more wise and prudent than Jesus. And
so do the preachers of “repentance from sins before forgiveness.” Neither of
them mind contradicting Jesus at all. Because they both know what Jesus
obviously does not know: they both know that sin is really just a choice.
And in their collective wisdom, they know that anytime a man really decides
that he wants to, he can simply quit choosing to do all those awful sins. He
can repent from those sins. Turn and forsake those sins. Just like they have.
In their minds, they are sure that their own justified relationship with God
is the simple product of their own wise choices of non-sinful behavior. And
they are very thankful that God has made them so wise. “Imagine someone
thinking that sinners have no choice in the matter! Ridiculous!” And they
can’t wait to get up to the temple to express their heartfelt gratitude: God,
I thank thee, that I am not as other men are.
“Repent from your sins,” the Pharisee calls out to the world of sinners around
him. “Choose as I have chosen. Do as I have done. Turn from your sins as
I have turned from my sins and forsake your sins as I have forsaken mine.
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And if you do, God will receive you, exactly as He has received me.”
But Jesus says precisely the opposite.
Like it or not, agree with it or not, according to the unconcealment in Jesus’
words, sin is as sickness and sinners are as the sick. And the sick cannot
heal themselves. They need a physician.
Listen carefully: if you really believe that men “choose to sin” and therefore
can “choose not to sin” if they really want to, then according to these words
of Jesus, you would also have to believe that men “choose to be sick” and
therefore can “choose not to be sick” if they really want to. Because, according to the words of Jesus to the Pharisees, sin is as sickness and sinners are
as the sick.
And if you’re really convinced that men “choose to be sinners,” then according the words of Jesus, you need to march right down to your local Children’s Hospital and demand that all those sweet little children down there
who are “choosing” all that cancer and leukemia stop right now.
In fact, you’ll have to demand, in the name of Jesus, that they immediately
repent from all their sicknesses and forsake them!
And while you’re there, with your most appropriate “repent from all of your
sicknesses” voice and countenance, you can inform all those sweet little children that their doctor is so angry with them for “choosing” to be sick that
he can barely restrain himself from coming down there and finishing the
very job that their “chosen” disease has only begun.
And while you’re at it, you can read them some excerpts from your very
favorite sermon: “The Sick in the Hands of an Angry Physician.”
But if you would never imagine to say that to all those poor “sick children,”
then why would you think it perfectly acceptable, and even commendable
in the sight of God Himself, to say it to all of those poor “sinful children”?
Do you not understand? Jesus says the whole world is God’s very own Children’s Hospital! And all the sinners in the world are God’s very own poor
sick children!
And just as not a single one of those sick children ever “chose” to be sick, but
rather sickness chose them, so also He knows that not a single one of His
sinful children ever “chose” to be a sinner. They didn’t have to. Sin “chose”
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them.
And Jesus declares that the sinful, who are sick with the sin that they never
chose, need a compassionate New Testament Physician like Him to heal
them.
Not a wanna-be Old Testament prophet like you to condemn them.
Preaching “God will receive a man only after repentance from sins” is like
telling those sick children at the Hospital that the only time at which the
doctor will treat them is after they’re not sick any more!
You who preach “repentance from sins before forgiveness” need to either
demand that the sick stop “choosing to be sick,” or decide to never again
demand that the sinners stop “choosing to be sinners.” Be consistent. Either
do it with both, or do it with neither.
You know why you keep demanding that others stop “choosing sin”? Because, like the Pharisee, you think that’s what you’ve done.
“Health is simply a choice,” you keep assuring all the sinfully sick around
you. “You must choose to be well, like I have.”
And though you have neither the miraculous power of the Great Physician,
nor an ounce of His divine compassion, you keep striding the halls of His
Hospital, commanding every sick person you meet to Rise, take up thy bed
and walk.
And when they don’t, instead of confessing that you’re practicing medicine
without a license, you angrily leave them with your expert diagnosis: that
they are really dying of cancer simply because they have “chosen to.”
You sir, are a fake and a fraud; you’re not a physician, you’re a patient! The
real Doctor is on His way to mend and to heal without demanding payment
in advance like you do. He will receive them with no sacrifice on their part,
having paid for their treatment in full already.
And of this one thing we may be absolutely certain: the Administrator of
this Gracious Hospital, Who loves the sinfully sick so much that He paid
their hospital bill with His Son’s very own blood, will very shortly have
Hospital Security permanently remove you and your violating ignorance
from these premises once and for all.
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Do you really know why Jesus came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance?
Because there are no righteous. No, not one. And that includes, or rather
excludes, even you, sir. (Romans 3:10)
In God’s eyes, there are only two kinds of people in this world: sinners, and
sinners who lie about being sinners. Sinners who smite their breast and
admit it, and sinners who smite the breasts of other sinners, and deny it.
For you who preach that a man must “repent and forsake his sins before God
will receive him,” I have only one question:
Have you repented and forsaken your own sins?
You who preach repentance from sins, do you ever still sin yourself?
Because if you do, your diagnosis of everyone else around you is seriously
flawed.
If we find out that you do still sin, then I’ll need to ask you on behalf of
all the sick sinners of the world, what happened to all that repentance you
preached to everyone else?
What happened to all that utter forsaking of sins that you said was an absolute requirement before God would receive you?
By the way, that rat of an apostle John has already outed you. He says you
definitely do sin:
If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.

(1 John 1:8)

And as my dear mother used to remind me frequently, “Son, if you say you
have no sin, you may deceive yourself, but you definitely deceive no one
else.” And if you say you have no sin, John says the truth of God is not in
you. That’s just John’s way of saying, “You’re a freakin’ liar.” John’s always
been nice like that.
I’m not understanding this. Maybe you can explain it to me:
According to your “repentance from sins” message, God won’t receive all
those sinners out there in the world without an utter forsaking of all their
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sins. Right? Do I have that right?
Well that means that, if you who preach that message still have any sins of
your own at all, either He hasn’t really received you like you say He has, or
He’s receiving you while you still have sins.
Which is it? It has to be one or the other. It can’t be both.
You wouldn’t be running around telling other people that God requires
them to do what you yourself have not really done, would you?
Are you saying that you forsook all those sins before He received you, and
then you ‘un-forsook’ them after He received you? I’m assuming that any
sins you still have aren’t new ones that you invented after He received you.
Right? Any sins that we would find that you have now would be the same
old sins that you had before you say He received you. Right?
So, answer the question: do you, or do you not, ever still sin?
And if you do ever still sin, do you at the same time still go around telling
everyone else that God would never, under any circumstance whatsoever,
receive them without an utter forsaking of all their sins?
Either your doctrine of “repentance from sins” is erroneous and you were
wrong about God’s pre-reception requirements, or you yourself are rejected
by it because of your remaining sins. Which is it?
Were you wrong before, or wrong now?
And if you who preach repentance from sins still sin after you have come
to Christ, how is it that you could still be thinking about, or, for crying out
loud, still talking about, anyone else’s sins but your own? Shouldn’t you be
just totally beside yourself with shock and surprise that any of those sins
that you thought you forsook before He forgave you are still there?
This wouldn’t be an example of that bizarre logic that says, “I don’t want
to tell sinners that Christians still sin, lest sinners use that as an excuse
to keep sinning,” would it? God forbid! Because there’s a word for those
who require one thing from others publicly, but another from themselves
privately. And no, it’s not the word Christian.
“So you’re saying that no repentance from sins is necessary for God to forgive me?”
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You better hope so, sinner.
You who preach that a man must forsake all his sins before he comes to
Christ, do you really think that in God’s eyes, one sin is greater than another? That what you count as your well-hidden, insignificant, small and
occasional sins, are somehow acceptable with God, but those that you count
as someone else’s open, significant, big-all-the-time sins are not?
Do you really think that God employs some kind of sliding scale on which
He grades sin, from good to bad and from better to worse? That yours are
the ‘good’ sins at the top of the scale and those ‘other kind’ are the really
‘bad’ sins at the very bottom?
You who preach “repentance and the forsaking of all sins before God will
receive a man,” do you not know that if you break the law yourself, in even
one tiny part, you’re guilty of breaking the whole law?
For whosoever shall keep the whole law,
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.
( James 2:10)
You who preach “repentance from sins,” do you not know that the singular
purpose of everything the law says is to get you, the one who still has any
sins of his own, to shut up and quit talking about anyone else’s sins?
Now we know that what things soever the law
saith, it saith to them who are under the law:
that every mouth may be stopped,
and all the world may become guilty before God.
(Romans 3:19)
What things soever the law saith. That means everything. Everything the
law says, without exception, every jot and every tittle, has only one goal in
mind: to produce in you a completely “muted guilt.”
It saith to them who are under the law. That’s you.
That every mouth may be stopped. That’s your mouth.
And all the world may become guilty before God. Again, that’s you.
“Not one single word out of you, sinner,” says the law.
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“Especially about someone else’s sins.”
And do you not understand that if we can still hear you talking about anyone else’s sins when you still have even the ‘smallest’ sin of your own, then
the very law by which you are condemning them obviously still hasn’t done
it’s work in you?
Because if it had, you’d shut up and be guilty like everybody else.
But if we can still hear you talking about someone else’s sins, then we know
with absolute certainty, by the sure testimony of the very law by which you
are judging them, that you’re either sinless or you’re a hypocrite.
Which is it? There is no third category for the one whose mouth is still
moving.
And John, the rat, has already given you up: we know you’re not sinless.
Do you not know that unless you are exactly, precisely, completely, without
one single tiny flaw, as sinless as Christ Himself, you fall short, and you
and get lumped right in along with all the rest of the sinners? right along
with all those sinners that you couldn’t imagine spending even one minute
of your time with? much less, like Jesus, actually inviting to dinner?
Do you not know that Jesus said that there is only one ‘worst kind’ of sinner:
the sinner who insists he’s not a sinner at all? (Matthew 23:12–39)
Do you not know that Jesus said it would be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom on the day of judgment than for that kind of sinner? (Mark 6:11)
Do you not know that that’s the only kind of sinner who cannot go down
to his house justified? ever?
“Well, are you saying that I can just go out and commit adultery all I want
to, and murder as many people as I want to, and God will forgive me without any repentance from sins?”
No, of course that’s not what I’m saying.
I’m saying you already commit adultery all you want to, and you already
murder as many people as you want to. I’m saying you’re already a serial
adulterer. And you’re already a serial murderer. You forget that God counts
your lust as adultery and your anger as murder (Matthew 5:22, 5:28).
“Well, grace is not a license to sin!” you may protest.
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Really? Then what are all of yours? Unlicensed sins?
Grace may not be a license to sin, but sin is certainly a license to grace.
And if it’s not, you’re in deeper trouble than you can possibly imagine, sinner.
I’m going to show you that if you preach “repentance from sins before forgiveness,” then you have it exactly backwards: that it is the very presence of
sins, not the absence of sins, that attracts God to you in the first place. That
sinfulness is actually the only prerequisite for God to receive a man into a
loving relationship with Himself.
Do you really think that some sins of the flesh will buy you a seat in hell,
but others won’t? That their large ones will, but your small ones won’t?
Let’s follow that line of thinking to its absolutely absurd and illogical end.
May I get just completely ridiculous with you for a moment?
If you’re going to condemn anyone to hell over unrepented sins of the flesh,
you must condemn not just some sins of the flesh, but all sins of the flesh.
Come on! Be consistent! Don’t be a hypocrite by consigning some people
to hell because of their sins of the flesh, while at the same time giving others
a free pass. Don’t just pick on the homosexuals, and the abortionists and
the pornographers and the other easy targets. Don’t be afraid to call them
like you actually see them. If you’re going to include anybody’s sins of the
flesh as condemning them to hell, go ahead and include everybody’s sins of
the flesh. Do it right! Do it completely! You’ll feel much better if you just
get consistent about the whole thing. And it will be far easier than you
think. You can just start with the really obvious ones.
In the most absurd scenario I can imagine, using your own logic and your
own sliding scale of “repentance from sins before forgiveness,” would there
be any sight, anywhere, that would beg more for the outright condemnation
of hell itself than the overweight preacher who stands in his pulpit and rails
on the sins of the flesh in others? Under your definition, the fat preacher
is the very poster-child of what he insists cannot even exist in the kingdom
of God: that is, one who claims the forgiveness of Christ while at the same
time practicing his sin.
Your absurd “repentance from sins before forgiveness” standard could most
easily and effectively and un-hypocritically be applied right there. You who
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preach “repentance from sins before forgiveness,” it’s time to call a spade a
spade. Don’t call it a “a spatulous device for abrading the surface of the soil.”
Just call it a spade.
Call a hypocrite a hypocrite. Don’t call a fat preacher who rails on sins of the
flesh in others anything other than the hypocrite that he really is. Come on!
This is the perfect place to begin being consistent in your condemnation.
Just start with all the fat preachers in the world. You know the ones. Those
who insist that others must “repent of all their sins of the flesh before God
will forgive them,” while at the same time being obvious-to-everyone sinful
over-eaters themselves.
These would be the perfect target for a genuinely non-hypocritical approach
to your doctrine of “repentance from sins before forgiveness.” And to be
perfectly fair, you would need to get just as serious with the fat guys as you
do with all those “other kind” of sinners you’ve been picking on.
To follow your “repentance from sins before forgiveness” approach to its
absurdly illogical end, you would want to start by telling them that there
weren’t any fat preachers in the Bible. According to Paul, No, not one. And
you could quote an Old Testament scripture to prove your point.
And he shall take all his fat from him,
and burn it upon the altar.
(Leviticus 4:19)
Following your illogical logic, you could inform them that being fat is a
wickedly unnatural state, and that babies, being born fat, are indeed the
verifiable proof of original sin. And you could remind them that, just as
surely as God loves the righteously skinny, He at the same time surely hates
the sinfully fat.
And pressing your absurd logic even further, you would want to immediately move to get some laws passed against all those corpulent doughboys
who preach against the sins of others while obviously still indulging themselves.
You could lobby Congress to pass a law that unless you had 0% bodyfat,
it would be illegal for you to preach sermons about anyone else’s sins of
the flesh. You could authorize the “pinch-an-inch police” to enforce your
new law. And while you were at it, you could get some legislation passed
to shut down all those abominable and nefarious Mexican food restaurants
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that openly promote such licentious and sinful behavior. Of course, only
the righteously skinny Congressmen and Senators would support you, but
hey, that’s what God raised ‘em up for. To turn America from its sins!
“With my own eyes,” you could testify before Congress, “I’ve seen those
fat preachers in those restaurants of ill repute, right in front of God and
man, eating those chimichangas slathered with guacamole, sometimes two
at a time. And enjoying their weighty and wayward wickedness right in
front the whole world. Sporting themselves in their feasts, glorying in their
shame. And actually praying God’s blessing upon themselves and their comiscreants before they sinned together!”
Who knowing the judgment of God,
that they which commit such things are
worthy of death, not only do the same,
but have pleasure in them that do them.
(Romans 1:32)
And following your absurd line of logic to its most unnatural end, of course,
you couldn’t stop with just the fat preachers. In order to be consistent, those
of you who preach “repentance of sins before forgiveness” would need to
include everybody over the 0% mark, even if it was your own mother, as
strictly consigned to a heavyweight’s hell.
And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.
(Matthew 10:36)
In fact, to do it right, you would probably need to start your own First
Church of the Sanctified and Skinny. Then you could be unwaveringly nonhypocritical in your message of “repentance from all sins of the flesh before
God will forgive you.”
An utter forsaking of sins could be an utter forsaking of all junk food. Under penalty of excommunication, no more twinkies for the true disciples.
Your repentance message could come complete with a special “God’s True
Repentance Diet” specializing in only low-carb righteousness.
A calorie count could take the place of confession. And sins could be measured by the pound. Instead of an altar at the front of your church, you
could have a scale. As the weight went up, proportionately, the righteousness would go down.
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No fat people in your church, you could preach. And definitely no fat people in your heaven.
And the walls of your church could be covered with mirrors so that you and
your followers could always admire your own righteousness as you passed
by.
Of course, you would do it with the lights off. You always look so much
skinnier in the dark.
“God doesn’t accept their kind,” you could assure all the other skinny saints
as you pointed to all those outside your church who were so obviously overweight and so obviously unrepentant.
And that would be a real and unhypocritical call to “repentance from sins
before forgiveness.” Unfortunately, a preposterously absurd one.
I’m going to show you that Jesus only invites the publicans and sinners to
eat with Him. By His very own admission, His only goal is to hang out
with the big fat sinners. And with Jesus, the bigger, the better.
The doctrine of “repentance from sins before forgiveness” causes you to be
more concerned about looks than you are about life. More concerned about
appearances than about reality.
Imagine a wife with her children in a hospital waiting room, anxiously awaiting news about her very ill husband. The doctor finally emerges from the
emergency room, approaches the nervous family with a broad smile and
announces cheerfully, “I’ve got some good news and some bad news.”
The wife, heartened by the doctor’s surprisingly cheerful manner, smiles
back and says, “What’s the good news?”
The doctor replies, “I apologize. Actually I have woefully understated myself. It’s not good news. It’s great news!
“You know that crooked nose that your husband had? It’s straight now!
Perfectly so! We brought in our top plastic surgeon and got it fixed up
beautifully. And that bald spot he had? Gone! Our top hair transplant
doctor gave him the finest, fullest, healthiest head of hair you’ve ever seen.
And that extra weight that he had around his midsection? Gone as well!
Our excellent weight specialist took care of that!”
“That’s wonderful,” beams the wife. “And the bad news?”
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“Oh,” replies the doctor. “The bad news is... he’s dead.”
“But,” he says, smiling even more broadly, “He never looked better!”
Sinners are dead. And the dead are not supposed to look good. They’re
supposed to look dead for goodness’ sake! Why are you trying to make the
dead look good?
Why would you want to put braces on the teeth of a cadaver? Sure, he may
have straight teeth when you’re done, but you’ll never see him smile. He’s
dead!
And unless you’re a mortician, you shouldn’t spend even one minute of time
worrying about how the dead look.
You know what they do with people who dress up the dead and pretend
they’re alive? They put them in a special place where they can get some
help for that problem.
And do you know where they put the people who talk to the dead as though
the dead can actually hear them? That’s right. Same place. Next room over.
Stop worrying that somewhere out there, sinners are sinning. Sinners sin.
That’s what sinners do. That’s why they’re sinners, for goodness’ sake. Let
them sin. What do you expect them to do?
God is not in the business of making the dead look better. God is in the
business of making the dead alive. You need to be in that business with
Him.
It is both a ridiculous waste of time and a psychotically dangerous practice
to try to make the dead look better before they’re alive. You can make the
dead look better later. After they’re alive.
Stop marching around with your signs, protesting the sins of other sinners.
“Can you believe what these dreadful sinners are doing this time?” you ask
your fellow protesters.
“These dead people are acting like they’re actually dead for goodness’ sake!
And that’s totally unacceptable!”
Next time you want to protest about some sin that sinners are sinning
somewhere, take your signs, go down to your local graveyard and march
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around there. That audience will hear you exactly as well as the other one
does. In case your forgot, the dead are deaf.
“Repentance from sins before forgiveness” turns you into a ‘Martha.’ In the
presence of the Resurrection Himself, you’ll still be voicing your concern
over how the dead smell.
One minute before Jesus raises her brother Lazarus from the dead, Martha
is complaining that he stinks. Well of course he stinks, Martha. He’s dead for
goodness’ sake! And one minute after Jesus raises him, he still stinks. Only
now, that terrible smell of death is the wonderful smell of life ( John 11:39).
The dead stink. Every time. All the time. Without exception. Let them
stink!
That’s what the dead do. Even the newly alive from the dead stink. Even in
the very presence of Jesus they stink. Stop worrying about the stink. And
stop talking to the dead as though they can hear even a single word you’re
saying.
The only word that God ever says to the dead is Come forth. Before that,
He says absolutely nothing. And neither should you. Keep your mouth
shut. Keep your “Let’s get you all dressed up and pretend you’re really alive
before Jesus gets here” comments to yourself. Even though they can’t hear
you, those kind of comments irritate even the dead.
Jesus didn’t command them to loose him and let him go before He raised
Lazarus from the dead. And He’s not saying that to you either. Stop trying
to reform and rehabilitate the sinful world around you. Don’t waste one
minute of your time trying to get everybody in the graveyard all gussied up
to look like they’re alive before Jesus makes them so. Let them be dead until
He makes them alive.
And remember, it’s Lazarus who gets raised from the dead. Not his clothes.
We’ll get him a new suit later. Stop shopping for the dead!
The doctrine that says that “sinners must repent from their sins before God
will forgive them” is a confusion of cause and effect. You don’t get clean so
that you can take a bath. You take a bath so that you can get clean. You
don’t get well so you can go to the doctor. You go to the doctor so you can
get well. You don’t get skinny so that you can go on a diet. You diet so
that you can get skinny. And you don’t repent because you’ve gotten dirty
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with sin. You repent of having ever imagined that you were clean in the first
place.
That’s real repentance. And that’s the only repentance that God ever calls
a sinner to. He calls that kind of repentance, repentance from dead works
(Hebrews 6:1). And astonishingly, repentance from dead works is not a
repentance from sins at all. It’s actually a repentance from righteousness.
The primary argument for “repentance from sins before forgiveness” comes
from Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son. Most people are familiar with it,
and thousands upon multiplied thousands of sermons have been given to
prove that the wayward son in the parable, who represents sinful man, must
forsake the pigpen of his sins before his father, who represents God, will ever
receive him back in forgiveness.
But let me show you why the one thing this parable could never be about is
“repentance from sins before God will receive you.”
Then drew near unto him all the publicans and
sinners for to hear him. And the Pharisees
and scribes murmured, saying,
This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.
(Luke 15:1–2)
Did you see that? The very first two sentences that introduce us to the parable tell us already, before we even read the parable itself, that what follows
could not possibly be about repentance from sins.
And here’s the reason why:
When Jesus heard the scribes and Pharisees murmuring, do you think that
He would have turned to them and said:
Don’t worry boys. Just give me about two minutes, and when I get through
with this parable, these sinners will know beyond any doubt that God will never
receive them unless they first repent and forsake all their sins.
Do you know why He couldn’t possibly have said that?
Because if He had, the Pharisees would have cried out, “Too late!”
“It’s too late to tell them ‘now’ that God will never receive them unless they
first repent!
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“Because You’ve already received them, before they repented!
“That’s why we’re so upset! You’ve ‘already’ received them. You’re ‘already’
eating with them. And they haven’t even repented yet!”
The word “receiveth” in the Greek is a powerful word. It means to “eagerly
await, or warmly welcome.” It’s the very word used to describe those who
eagerly anticipate the promises of God and those who wait in eager hope of
the return of Christ.
Do you not understand that Jesus is God in the flesh? And that if Jesus
eagerly receives sinners and eats with them before they repent of their sins
– like He does right here before the incredulous eyes of the Pharisees – it’s
because God the Father eagerly does the same?
Where’s all that “repentance from sins before God will receive you” in what
Jesus is doing here? Where’s the utter forsaking of sins that you told everyone was absolutely necessary before Christ would receive you? “Repentance
from sins before God will receive you” is obviously not Jesus’ message as far
as these Pharisees are concerned.
That would have undoubtedly been the Pharisees’ message to these publicans and sinners, but not Jesus’ message.
If God is already eating with you, then He’s already received you. No question about it. And in that case, the Pharisees have it exactly right: just like
these publicans and sinners, you’ve already been received before you repented
of your sins.
Otherwise, if this parable was really about the necessity to repent and forsake your sins before God will receive you, what the heck are the scribes
and Pharisees so upset about?
Do you think that when Jesus got through with this parable, the Pharisees
said to Him, “Alright, finally! It’s about time! At last, you told these sinners
what we’ve been trying to tell them the whole time! That they have to repent
and forsake all their sins before God will receive them! Good job Jesus!”
Nope. Too late. Too late for the parable to ever mean that. Jesus has already
received them before they repented. And the Pharisees know it. And they
are livid about it.
Most people don’t know that this parable is really about two sons, not just
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one. But when you make it about “repentance from sins before forgiveness,”
you must make it about only one son. The sinful son. The other son in the
story, the stay-at-home obedient son, becomes a meaningless footnote or
an afterthought at best.
But when you understand what the parable is really about, you’ll be able to
keep both sons directly in your line of sight at all times, exactly like Jesus
did when He was telling it.
So here’s what the parable of the prodigal son is really about:
The younger son, the prodigal, does indeed represent sinful man: that’s the
publicans and the sinners that Jesus is already eagerly receiving and with
whom He is already eating.
The older son, the one who stayed home, represents those who trusted in
themselves that they are righteous and despise others because of their works:
that’s the scribes and Pharisees who are murmuring and complaining about
everybody’s sins but their own.
And the real subject of the parable is not the two sons at all. Like all the
parables of Jesus, the real subject of the story is the father and his relationship with both sons. And the father in the story represents God.
And because this story is spoken directly to the scribes and Pharisees while
in the presence of the publicans and the sinners, the object of the parable
is to contrast the grace of God that is being received by the sinful publicans
with the grace of God that is being rejected by the self-righteous Pharisees.
That’s the real point of the parable. It’s not about the need to repent from
‘sins.’ It’s about the need to repent from ‘righteousness.’ The sinful publicans, like the prodigal son, have already repented and forsaken their own
righteousness. Their obvious sinfulness makes it easy for them to do so.
The Pharisees on the other hand, like the not-prodigal son, still have their
own righteousness, and they’re not about to forsake it! Their not-so-obvious
sinfulness makes it impossible for them to do so.
This parable is God’s defining word on who will receive His grace and who
won’t receive His grace, even though everyone is offered it. And here’s the
My thoughts are not your thoughts truth that you never even imagined before:
From the prodigal, we learn the astonishing fact that sin actually weakens
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resistance to the grace of God and causes sinners to receive it. Just like the
publicans and sinners are receiving it right here.
And from the elder son we learn the astonishing fact that self-righteous
obedience actually strengthens resistance to the grace of God and causes the
self-righteous to reject it. Just like the scribes and Pharisees are rejecting it
right here.
Simply said: only sinners receive grace. And non-sinners reject grace. That’s
the message of this parable. Think in those terms now as you read it. Watch
the sinful son receive the grace of his father, and watch the non-sinful son
reject it:
And he said, A certain man had two sons:
And the younger of them said to his father,
Father, give me the portion of goods that
falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.
And not many days after the younger son gathered
all together, and took his journey into a far
country, and there wasted his substance with
riotous living. And when he had spent all, there
arose a mighty famine in that land;
and he began to be in want.
And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that
country; and he sent him into his fields to feed
swine. And he would fain have filled his belly with
the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave
unto him. And when he came to himself, he said,
How many hired servants of my father’s have bread
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!
I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto
him, Father, I have sinned against heaven,
and before thee, And am no more worthy to be
called thy son: make me as one of thy hired
servants. And he arose, and came to his father.
But when he was yet a great way off,
his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran,
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and fell on his neck, and kissed him.
And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more
worthy to be called thy son.
But the father said to his servants, Bring forth
the best robe, and put it on him;
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:
And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it;
and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.
And they began to be merry.
Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came
and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick
and dancing. And he called one of the servants,
and asked what these things meant.
And he said unto him, Thy brother is come;
and thy father hath killed the fatted calf,
because he hath received him safe and sound.
And he was angry, and would not go in:
therefore came his father out, and intreated him.
And he answering said to his father, Lo,
these many years do I serve thee, neither
transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and
yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make
merry with my friends: But as soon as this thy son
was come, which hath devoured thy living with
harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf.
And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me,
and all that I have is thine. It was meet that we
should make merry, and be glad:
for this thy brother was dead,
and is alive again; and was lost, and is found.
(Luke 15:11–32)
In the preaching of “repentance from sins before forgiveness,” much is al-
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ways made about the younger son “coming to himself ” in the pigpen, as
though that is where the real repentance has occurred. But think about
what the younger son actually said when he came to himself :
“My life is terrible. The workers back at my father’s house have it better
than I do. I know what I’ll do: I’ll go back and tell my father I’ve sinned
against both heaven and him and ask him for a job.”
And you call that repentance?
“My life sucks” is not repentance. If it was, every lottery ticket bought would
be an act of divine contrition.
“Others have it better than me” is not repentance. Otherwise, envy would
be the prerequisite virtue for all repentant acceptance with God.
And a concocted scheme to tell your potential employer exactly what he
needs to hear so that he’ll be convinced to give you a job is not repentance
either.
Otherwise, the offer of “will work for righteousness” would get the party
started in heaven.
Armed with the scheme of trading his works for his father’s benefits, just
like all the rest of the hirelings back on the farm, the prodigal begins his
journey back home.
But when he was yet a great way off,
his father saw him, and had compassion,
and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.
Don’t even begin to imagine that Jesus tells this story as if the father who is
running to the son already knows what is in the mind of his son.
If you do, you’ll attribute to the father’s knowledge exactly what Jesus purposely excludes. You’ll have the father looking at the boy as though he already knows what the boy is thinking. And Jesus is careful to let you know
that he doesn’t.
The “repentance from sins before God will receive you” viewpoint imagines
that the father in the story is responding to some change of mind that he
already knows about in the son.
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But Jesus is careful to have the father’s attitude toward the son be totally independent of anything that the son is thinking. His compassion is kindled
toward the boy simply at the sight of him while he is still yet a great way off.
That’s a critical element of this story. The father does what he does before
he knows what the son is thinking. For all the father knows, the son may
be coming to ask for more money.
Jesus carefully tells the story in such a way that the father knows nothing
of what is in the mind of the son. He doesn’t need to. His love was never
dependent on what the son ever thought anyway.
And if you want to really screw up your theology and utterly destroy the
real intent of the gospel message of Christ, just have the love of God be
contingent on, or responsive to, anything outside of the love of God itself.
If you make the love of God dependent on anything that man brings to
God, you’ll screw up the message beyond repair.
Listen carefully: the only thing man ever brings to God, just like this son
does in Jesus’ story, is a “will work for righteousness” bargain. The only
thing that man ever brings to God, just like this son does, is his best MontyHall-like, “Let’s make a deal.”
And this is the entire point of Jesus’ story: it is only the sinner who can
ever be convinced that God rejects his offer of works. The self-righteously
obedient, as we will see with the elder son, cannot be convinced at all.
You don’t somehow, with repentance from sins, ‘get’ God to love you. He’s
not waiting at home for you to show up with your proofs of repentance.
He’s running to you. He already loves you. Just like this father already
loved his son, independent of anything the son would ever do or had ever
done.
That’s how fathers already feel. Every time. Without exception.
For when we were yet without strength,
in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
For scarcely for a righteous man will one die:
yet peradventure for a good man some would
even dare to die. But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
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Christ died for us.

(Romans 5:6–8)

For whom did He die? The godly or the ungodly? Christ died for the ungodly.
And whom does He receive? The godly, like the Pharisees, or the ungodly,
like the publicans? For scarcely for a righteous man will one die.
And when does He die? While we are godly or while we are sinners? While
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
The word “commendeth,” sunistao, means “to stand together.”
When did God, with His love and compassion, “stand together” with us?
When we were sinners or when we were non-sinners? The astonishingly
contradictory answer is, while we were yet sinners.
Right in the big middle of our big sinful mess. Just like the father in the
parable. Not when there was a change in us. Not when there was even a
glimmer of hope for a change in us. Not when we were bathed and washed
and clean. But while we were still dead and dirty in sins. That’s when He
loved us and saved us, says Paul. It’s all and only about His love for us. It’s
never about our love for Him.
And you hath he quickened,
who were dead in trespasses and sins.
(Ephesians 2:1)
But God, who is rich in mercy,
for his great love wherewith he loved us,
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened
us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
And hath raised us up together, and made us
sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
That in the ages to come he might shew the
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness
toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works,
lest any man should boast.
(Ephesians 2:4–9)
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Who has he made alive together with Christ? You hath he quickened, who
were dead in trespasses and sins.
And why did He make us alive together with Christ? For his great love
wherewith he loved us.
And when did he make us alive together with Christ? Even when we were
dead in sins.
And for what ultimate purpose did He make us alive together with Christ?
That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in
his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.
The dead don’t change. The dead can’t change. The dead are just dead.
Only the living can change. And the dead don’t repent from sins. The dead
can’t repent from sins. The dead are just dead. Only the living can repent
from sins.
The father runs to the boy, the boy doesn’t run to the father. The father falls
on the boy’s neck. The boy doesn’t fall on the father’s neck. And the father
does all that without knowing one single thing that the boy is thinking,
before he hears one single word.
Get your sequence right. The father falls on his neck before the boy speaks.
This is how the father already felt. This is how the father has always felt.
He hasn’t changed His mind. He didn’t have to.
Those who preach a “repentance for sins before forgiveness” would actually have the father repenting in this parable: as though the father is determined to change his mind and his behavior toward his son if he hears
certain words of repentance from the son, and equally determined not to
change his mind and his behavior if he doesn’t.
Do you understand how backwards that is?
These preachers have the father saying, “I’ll receive him if he’s repentant,
and reject him if he’s not.” And they have God saying the very same.
But Jesus tells it exactly backwards from that. Before the son says even one
word, the father has already fallen on his neck. Before he says a word. Too
late to find out what’s in the boy’s mind. The way Jesus tells it, the father
doesn’t even care what’s in the boy’s mind. The way Jesus tells it, the only
thing that’s important is what is in the father’s mind.
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The phrase fell on his neck, and kissed him ought to tell you everything you
need to know about what God thinks about sinners before they repent of
their sins: the Greek could actually be translated, “fell violently on his neck
and kissed him over and over again.”
Do you think that before Jesus began to eat with the publicans and sinners
in the presence of the Pharisees that day, He interviewed each one of them
to make sure repentance from sins was really on their minds?
Now before we pass the gravy, I need to know what you’re thinking. Have you
forsaken your sins? Have you turned your back on all your wickedness? Because
if you haven’t, we need to tell the waiter to take the biscuits back.
From the Pharisee’s point of view, it appeared that Jesus didn’t even care
what was on the sinners minds. It appeared to the Pharisees that Jesus was
saying, Lunch is on me. I’ll pick up the tab.
And the Pharisees were right. That’s exactly what Jesus was saying. Like
all the physicians in the world who heal the sick, Jesus renders His service
with no thought of payment in advance. It’s called grace.
That’s how God feels about sinners. Before they repent. That’s the only way
God feels about sinners. Before they repent. He is mad about them. Not
mad at them. He is crazy for them. Not crazy against them. He is eager for
their company. And eager to tell them so!
The love that God feels for sinners is beyond human comprehension. It’s
beyond explanation. For God so loved the world is the most astonishingly
contradictory phrase ever uttered in the history of the world. It is the complete and utter and absolute contradiction of everything you would ever
naturally think about God and His attitude toward unrepentant sinners.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved.
( John 3:16–17)
Have you not seen Christ on the cross? Who do you think He was there
for? Repentant sinners or unrepentant sinners? That’s the price that God
paid for the dinner that every sinner is invited to. He paid for it in advance
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of the invitation. And He insists that you not even leave the tip.
Do you not understand? When He hung on the cross, there were no repentant sinners! No, not one!
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
(Romans 5:8)
The cross alone demonstrates how God feels about unrepentant sinners.
And if you portray God as feeling any other way about unrepentant sinners
than the way Jesus just portrayed Him here, you have utterly contradicted
Christ Himself. And on judgment day, much to your dismay, He will utterly contradict you.
And if you fail to preach a God who falls violently on the necks of even
the vilest sinners that you can possibly imagine, and kisses them over and
over again, before they repent, then you’re not preaching the God that Jesus
preached here. And on judgment day, you will find it is only your dirty neck
that He has not fallen upon.
And if you’re preaching a God Who so loved the world on Friday evening
that He gave His only begotten Son to die for their sins, but by Monday
morning was so angry with the same world that He could barely restrain
His hand of judgment for the very same sins He died for on Friday, you’re not
preaching the Father that Jesus preached. And on judgment day, you’ll find
out too late that that was an unimaginable error in judgment on your part.
If you preach the repentance and forsaking of sins before God will receive
a man, where are getting your information? The one who preaches “repentance from sins before forgiveness” is Moses. Not Jesus.
Those who preach “repentance from sins before forgiveness” are disciples of
Moses. They are not the disciples of Christ. Unlike Jesus, they are always
eager for the company of their fellow Pharisees. Unlike Jesus, they are never
eager for the company of unrepentant sinners.
By an entire immeasurable universe of difference from those who preach
“repentance from sins before forgiveness,” Jesus was always eager for the
company of sinners. How can we know that for sure? Because in the world
that Jesus was eager to come to, that’s all there were. Just sinners. Nobody
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else.
Do you not understand? In this world, if Jesus doesn’t eat with sinners, He
dines alone.
This is the only information that Jesus gives about how God feels towards
unrepentant sinners. This is it. Like it or not, this is the only accurate
picture that there is. Study the photo. See the Pharisees on the far right?
Yeah. See the publicans and sinners on the far left? Yeah. Where is Jesus
in the picture? That’s right: exactly where you would never have imagined
Him to be.
The Father runs to unrepentant sinners, falls violently on their dirty necks,
and kisses them. Over and over and over again. Before they say a single
word. He simply cannot contain His love. And if you’re not telling it like
that, you’re not telling it like Jesus tells it.
And if you want to go around telling the sick that this Physician wants his
payment in advance, you better make sure you never get sick. Because you
have no earthly idea what this Physician charges for His services. Your
repentance from sins is not the price for His services. You don’t have the
price. You never did and you never will.
As the boy begins his scripted speech, his father cuts him off mid-sentence
and commands his servants who have run with him, “Put the best robe on
his body, and put the ring on his hand, and put the shoes on his feet.”
Put the robe right over his dirty body.
And put the ring right on his dirty hand.
And put the shoes right on his dirty feet.
No need to clean him up before we do that. We can clean him up later.
The very thing that the preachers of “repentance from sins before forgiveness” think God wants so desperately to talk to sinners about, is the one
thing that Jesus has the father in the parable never even mention to his son:
not a single word about his “sins.”
Do you not find that remarkable?
Don’t you find it remarkable that in a parable that’s supposed to be all about
repentance from sins, the only thing that the father never even mentions is
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the boy’s sins? Why, it’s as if he doesn’t even care about the boys sins. It’s as
if that’s the very thing farthest from his mind.
The absence of any mention of sins from the father in the story undoubtedly
left the Pharisees astounded. And probably the publicans and the sinners
too.
But that’s the only way Jesus intended to tell it: not one word about sins.
It may come as a complete shock to you, but that’s always been God’s approach to the sinner. God, by the Holy Spirit, never speaks one single word
to any sinner about his sins.
Never once does He speak to any sinner about his ‘sins.’ Not one word.
When the Father comes running in His compassion to violently fall on the
neck of the vilest of sinners, ‘sins’ is simply never the subject. And when you
make sins the subject, you screw up the message of Christ beyond repair.
Jesus said, when the Spirit is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment:
Of sin, because they believe not on me...
( John 16:8–9)
Not ‘sins,’ but “sin.”
No matter what your preacher tells you to the contrary, the Holy Spirit
never convicts any sinner of his ‘sins.’ Not once. Not ever. No exceptions.
Because any discussion of ‘sins’ always brings with it condemnation. Always. Without exception, condemnation is the singular subject of sins. Yet
God sent His son not to condemn the world. Do you think He sent the
Holy Spirit to do what Jesus didn’t do? That would be impossible. The
Holy Spirit comes to continue what Jesus started. And if Jesus, at His Father’s sending, came not to condemn the world, that’s precisely and only what
the Holy Spirit continues to do. To not condemn.
Why does the Spirit never speak to the sinner about sins?
Because that part has already been taken care of. There is one who already
speaks to the sinner about his sins. He speaks eloquently and convincingly
about the sins of the sinner. His name is Moses. No need for the Holy
Spirit to speak about sins, because Moses, through the law, has already done
that. Thoroughly and completely. Remember?
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Now we know that what things soever
the law saith, it saith to them who are
under the law: that every mouth may be stopped,
and all the world may become guilty before God.
(Romans 3:19)

Everything the law says is about sins. And everything the law says is to
convince you that you’re already guilty of those sins. In fact, your inability
to stop sinning is the very basis on which the law convinces you that you’re
a sinner in need of the saving grace of Christ:
But the scripture hath concluded all under sin,
that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might
be given to them that believe.
But before faith came, we were kept under the law,
shut up unto the faith which should afterwards
be revealed. Wherefore the law was our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we
might be justified by faith.
But after that faith is come,
we are no longer under a schoolmaster.
(Galatians 3:22–25)
The law concludes all under sin in order that grace may be given to all them
that believe. Them that believe what? That believe they cannot repent and
turn from their sins. That believe that the law has concluded them under
sin. That believe that only Christ can save them.
Your inability to repent of your sins, to forsake and turn from them before you come to Christ, is the only thing that convinces you that you need
Christ at all. It’s your failure at trying to quit sin, not your success, that
makes you know you need Christ. If you could turn from your sins before
you came to Christ, you wouldn’t need Christ at all. Just ask the Pharisee.
You need to repent, not from sins, plural, but from only one sin, before you
come to Christ. And that one sin is the one and only subject of the Spirit.
The Holy Spirit comes to reprove the world of only one sin. It’s the only one
God ever talks about to the sinner: it’s the sin of not believing on Jesus. Of
sin, says Jesus, because they believe not on me.
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Why? Because that’s the only sin that will keep the sinner out of heaven.
Unbelief is the only sin for which God will reject you. And if you want
to add any other sin to the list of sins for which God will reject you, be
extremely careful. Because I’m going to show you later that, when you do
that, the only sin that gets added to the list that keeps people out of heaven
is the very one you don’t want added under any circumstance: your own.
Repentance from this one sin that keeps men out of heaven is called repentance from dead works (Hebrews 6:1). And repentance from dead works is
the one and only repentance God ever calls the sinner to.
There is only one living work: the work of Christ on the cross. Everything
else is a dead work. Even, and especially, “repentance from sins” is a dead
work. In fact, “repentance from sins before forgiveness” is the very deadest
work of all of all dead works.
Why? Because “repentance from sins before forgiveness” always creates a
self-righteous Pharisee. Each time. Every time. Without one single exception. The Pharisees tell you they have repented from their sins, while in
reality, they have only hidden them.
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the
platter, but within they are full of
extortion and excess. Thou blind Pharisee,
cleanse first that which is within
the cup and platter, that the outside of them
may be clean also. Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful
outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones,
and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly
appear righteous unto men,
but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.
(Matthew 23:25–28)
Do you not understand that if repentance from sins is necessary before God
will receive you, then under that premise, you must never sin again? Not
ever. Not even once. Otherwise, where did all your repentance from sins
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go?
But if you repent of your unbelief in Christ, you must simply continue believing.
Which of those two repentances do you think you can actually accomplish?
Which of those two repentances would keep you from becoming a hypocrite, like the Pharisee always becomes? The Pharisees declare that they
have repented from their sins, but secretly, exactly like all those who preach
“repentance from sins before forgiveness,” they are still full of sins. Every
time. Without exception.
This is where your understanding has gotten muddled: everybody knows
that the law condemns sinful works. But what few seem to understand is
that grace condemns all works. Even righteous works. Most especially it
condemns righteous works.
Why? Because God knows there really are no righteous works. No, not
one. Everybody is a sinner. And all those who pretend they are not sinners
merely have ‘pretend’ righteous works. There was only one righteous work
and it wasn’t the work you did.
For God hath concluded them all in unbelief,
that he might have mercy upon all.
(Romans 11:32)
All are concluded by God Himself to be unbelievers. “Concluded,” sunkleio,
“shut up together” in unbelief. Unbelief is the sin. The one sin.
Everybody is shut up together as sinners. Big sinners with little sinners.
‘Bad’ sinners with ‘good’ sinners. Sweet little old ladies and the muggers
who mug sweet little old ladies. All shut up together in unbelief. All the
chickens, so to speak, in one coop. And in this coop, sins are not the sin.
Unbelief is the sin.
But God, who is rich in mercy,
for his great love wherewith he loved us,
Even when we were dead in sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ...
By grace ye are saved... Not of works,
lest any man should boast.
(Ephesians 2:4–9)
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When you call men to repent of their sins before forgiveness, you create
by your calling a self righteous, lying, hypocritical, sin-hiding and boasting
Pharisee.
When God quickens you, makes you alive with Christ, you will either be
dead in sins, right along with everyone else, equally guilty as everyone else,
even the very worst kind of sinner you can imagine, or He will not quicken
you at all.
You’re in the same room with all the rest of the sinners. There is only one
room. It’s the “sinners room.” There is no “righteous room” down the hallway to the right. Check all the Holiday Inns you want. God never booked
one.
And everybody in the room is dirty. And the only ones in the room who are
dirtier than anyone else are the ones who think they’re in the wrong room.
If He does not put the robe and the ring and the shoes over your dirty
body, your dirty hands, and dirty feet, He will not put them on you at all.
If He has not received you while you are yet dead in sins, He has not really
received you at all.
So, back to the father’s house they go: the father, the servants, and the stilldirty son wearing his new robe and his new ring and his new shoes right
over all the dirt. And it’s not the father that has somehow changed his mind
about the son because the son changed his mind about his sins. It’s the son
who has now changed his mind about the father, because the father never
changed his mind about the son because of his sins. And that’s repentance.
That’s repentance from dead works: changing your mind about the Father,
because He never changed His mind about you. Thinking before He came
and fell on your dirty neck that He would only receive you as a repentantfrom-your-sins hireling to work for His favor. But discovering through His
astonishingly gracious approach to you, by the kisses you can still feel on
your dirty neck, by the robe and the ring and sandals over your dirty body,
that He only bestows His favor on you if you don’t work for it.
If Jesus had portrayed God in the same way the preachers of “repentance
from sins before forgiveness” do, He would have had the father stay put
instead of running eagerly to meet the son. And the father’s arms would
have been crossed instead of open. And there would be a scowl on his face
instead of a radiant smile. The same scowl they keep assuring you that God
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has on His face toward sinners right now.
And the father would have warily listened to the son, with a great reluctance
to believe anything that one who had done so much wrong would say. And
instead of unashamedly proclaiming his own love for him by falling on his
dirty neck, he would have loudly proclaimed his anger over the fact that the
boy still had any dirt on his neck at all. Just like the preachers of repentance
from sins loudly proclaim God’s present anger over all the present sins of
sinners.
They tell this story as if the father was pretty upset about his son’s sins.
And to hear them tell it, the son shouldn’t even have thought about coming
home unless he could have convinced the father that all of his sins had been
left far behind him, way back there in the pigpen.
But here’s the confusion that actually lies underneath all that kind of thinking: the preachers of “repentance from sins before forgiveness” think that
all of those “pigpen” sins of the flesh are the very worst kind. That those
are the ones from which God always calls a man to change his mind and his
behavior. They always imagine that the sins of the flesh are the really big
sins.
But in a universe of difference away from the way they think, God thinks
the big sin is the one that the prodigal was bringing with him after he left
pigpen: the “will-trade-my-works-for-righteousness” sin.
The pre-pigpen sins are the publican’s sins of the flesh.
The post-pigpen sins are the Pharisee’s sins of the spirit.
In an utter contradiction to what you’ve been told, Jesus has no trouble at
all with the sins of the publicans – but the sins of the Pharisees will kill
Him.
Let me ask you this: who do you think crucified Jesus?
Was it the publican? The harlot? The thief or the murderer? Was it the
adulterer? The pornographer? The homosexual? The abortionist?
No, no, no, no, no, no, no, and no.
None of the above.
It was the self-righteous sinner. Not the unrighteous sinner.
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Sinners never bother Jesus. He’s actually very excited about their company.
He wants to sit down with them in a very intimate way. And actually eat
with them. And talk with them. And look them right in the eye and communicate the love of His Father to them in every way that He can.
And if you think He doesn’t feel that way, it’s only because you think you’re
not one of those dirty sinners.
And if you think you’re not one of those dirty sinners, that’s the very thing
that makes you self-righteous.
And if you’re self-righteous, it’s you, not the dirty sinners, who are holding
the hammer and nails.
“But what,” you may ask the father of the prodigal, “will you do with all the
‘sins’ of this wayward son?”
“Well, first of all,” the father would answer, “we’ll just cover them up.
“We’ll put the robe and the ring and the shoes right over the dirt.”
Because agape, “the love of God,” shall cover the multitude of sins (1 Peter
4:8).
If there is no multitude of sins, there’s no need for the love of God to cover
them.
“And second,” says the father, “we’ll have a party. One like you’ve never
seen before. And we’ll invite everybody. We’ll even invite the very angels of
heaven. The angels are always ready for a party like this one.”
I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven
over one sinner that repenteth,
more than over ninety and nine just persons,
which need no repentance.
(Luke 15:7)
“And how long will the party last, father?” you may ask.
“The party will continue as long it takes for the guest of honor to be convinced that we’re celebrating not because he’s changed, but because we always loved him even when he wasn’t changed.
“And the party will continue until he knows that we loved him when he was
still dead in trespasses and sin. That way he’ll never fall into that terrible
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trap that others do, thinking that we love him because he changed.”
But God, who is rich in mercy,
for his great love wherewith he loved us,
Even when we were dead in sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ,
(by grace ye are saved;)
And hath raised us up together, and
made us sit together in heavenly places
in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come
he might shew the exceeding riches of his
grace in his kindness toward us through
Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.
(Ephesians 2:4–9)
“But what of the dirt?” you might inquire.
And the smiling father would answer, “After the party, we’ll wash off the
pig.”
Being loved while you are still dead in sins, and being found while you are
still dead in sins, and being quickened while you are still dead in sins, and
acknowledging that it’s all and only because God loved you just like you
were before you repented of your sins – while you were still dead in those
sins – that, and that alone, is real repentance.
Do you not understand? If the condition on which God receives you is your
repentance from sins, you can never be sure that He will continue to receive
you if you ever find another sin in yourself.
And that’s where I find most people today. With most people that I talk
to, I find that God never even got a chance to receive a real sinner. They
only showed up as a repentant sinner. They showed up cleaned, washed,
scrubbed as shiny as they could get by their own “repentance.” They had
been told that God rejects real sinners. And when they finally do get real,
and discover that they still have sins, they either become a lying sin-hiding
hypocrite of a Pharisee, or they simply leave, believing that God rejects
them now because they’re really still a sinner.
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But here’s the truth of it: you never found God. You weren’t even looking
for God. You were looking for a job. You were looking for bread. “Will
trade work for benefits.” That was your only scheme. It was all about you.
It was never about Him. “Save me. Bless me. Heal me. Help me.”
As it is written,
There is none righteous, no, not one:
There is none that understandeth, there is none
that seeketh after God.
They are all gone out of the way,
they are together become unprofitable;
there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
(Romans 3:10–12)
There is none that seeketh after Him. That includes you.
But on the other hand, He did come seeking after you. He didn’t want
your bread. Or your blessings. Or your healing or your help. And He sure
as heck didn’t want your repentance from your sins. He cut you off right
in mid-sentence of your little well-rehearsed will-trade-works-for-food repentance speech. You didn’t even need to convince Him. He was already
convinced before He got there. He didn’t need to change His mind about
you. He was just waiting for you to change your mind about Him.
You wanted what He had. But He just wanted you. Dirt and all.
Listen carefully: you thought your sins had separated you from Him. He
thought your separation was the sin.
And all things are of God, who hath reconciled
us to himself by Jesus Christ,
and hath given to us the ministry of
reconciliation; To wit, that God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself,
not imputing their trespasses unto them; and
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
(2 Corinthians 5:18–19)
How was God, in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself? Was it by
imputing their trespasses unto them or by not imputing their trespasses
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unto them?
How is it that God was in Christ not imputing their trespasses, but now
in the Church, He is imputing their trespasses to them? In Christ He was
reconciling the world even with their trespasses. How is it that He is now,
in the Church, rejecting the world because of those same trespasses?
Has He committed unto us the same word of reconciliation, or a different
word? The word of “repentance from sins before He will receive you” is a
word not of reconciliation, but of rejection.
How is it that the father said nothing to his sinful son about his sins and yet
that’s all you want to talk about to a sinful world?
How is it that you preach, in His name, to the very world that He came not
to condemn because of their sins, a message that says He will talk to them
about nothing else until He first talks to them about their sins?
The law condemns. And that’s good. God does not. And that’s better.
In this process of reconciliation that began in Christ when the world was
still dead in trespasses and sins, who do you think is really finding whom?
Do the dead find the living or do the living find the dead?
What man of you, having an hundred sheep,
if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety
and nine in the wilderness, and go after that
which is lost, until he find it?
(Luke 15:4)
If ‘he’ lose one of them, said Jesus. Who lost whom? To hear the shepherd
tell it, the sheep didn’t lose the shepherd. The shepherd lost the sheep.
Until ‘he’ find it, said Jesus. And who finds whom? To hear the shepherd
tell it, the sheep didn’t find the shepherd. The shepherd found the sheep.
Either what woman having ten pieces of silver,
if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle,
and sweep the house,
and seek diligently till she find it?
(Luke 15:8)
If ‘she’ lose one piece, said Jesus. Who lost whom? To hear the woman tell
it, the coin didn’t lose the woman. The woman lost the coin.
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Till ‘she’ find it, said Jesus. And who found whom? To hear the woman tell
it, the coin didn’t find the woman. The woman found the coin.
And do you think in the parable about the lost son that Jesus suddenly
reverses that order and has the son finding the father? Although it may be
hard for you to understand, to hear the father tell it, the son didn’t lose the
father. The father lost the son. And likewise, to hear the father tell it, the
son doesn’t find the father, the father finds the son.
And here is exactly why that must be true:
How could you have possibly lost the Father? Before Jesus came and told
you for the very first time ever, you didn’t even know that there was a Father.
You only knew that there was a God. But “Gods” don’t come looking for
sons.
Only Fathers come looking for sons.
For the Son of man is come to seek
and to save that which was lost.

(Luke 19:10)

Who came to seek whom? There is none that seeketh after Him. Sent by
the Father Himself, Jesus comes to seek the lost.
The father found the son. And found is the operative word here:
And when he hath found it, he layeth
it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

(Luke 15:5)

Rejoice with me; for I have found
my sheep which was lost.

(Luke 15:6)

And when she hath found it, she calleth
her friends and her neighbours together,
saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the
piece which I had lost.
(Luke 15:9)
For this my son was dead, and is alive again;
he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.
(Luke 15:24)
It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad:
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for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again;
and was lost, and is found.
(Luke 15:32)

Real repentance is my change of mind about being found.
Not my change of mind about being lost.
“Repentance from sins before forgiveness” seems to think that it’s a revelation from the Holy Spirit that you’re dirty. But that revelation is from the
law, not the Spirit. The revelation from the Spirit is how the Father feels
about you in spite of the dirt. And that’s where the real “change of mind”
occurs.
I change my mind about God, only after I see that He never changed His
mind about me. Not even when I was lost in my sins.
We love him, because he first loved us (1 John 4:19). That is repentance.
The apostle Paul echoes those words, “that I may be found:”
And be found in him, not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of Christ,
the righteousness which is of God by faith...
(Philippians 3:9)
My own righteousness is by the law. And the law demands repentance from
sins in order to be reconciled to it. But Paul categorically rejects that kind
of repentance. To be found, not having my own rightness which is of the
law, but to be found robed only in His rightness, given to me as a gracious
gift from my Father, while I am still the dirty and sinful prodigal.
That is the only repentance to which God ever calls the sinner.
Back at the house, the party is in full swing when the elder brother comes
from the field. He hears the music and dancing and inquires of the servants
what’s going on inside. When he finds out his brother has returned and
his father has thrown him a party, he is angry. The father comes out and
entreats him to come in.
And here’s what the older brother, who represents the Pharisees, says in
effect: “I never disobeyed you even once in all these years, and yet you never
even gave me even a skinny goat to celebrate with. But when your other
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son comes back, the one who wasted all your money on harlots, the sinfully
sinful sinner, you kill the fatted calf for him. And that’s not fair.”
And the father says to the son, “Everything I have is yours.”
“Here’s the problem with that,” replies the angry son to the father in effect:
“You’re giving to my worthless, sinful, harlot-loving brother, for nothing at
all, the very same thing that I’ve already earned from you with all my good
works.
“And I’m not coming in to your party. I’ll never come in to your party. I
don’t even want to breathe the same air as that freeloader. If you’re going to
give it to him because of your grace, and not to me because of my works, I’ll
pass on your offer altogether. You and your other son, the sinful one, can
just keep your ‘gift.’ I’ll pass!”
The very thought of grace angers the self-righteous. To the self-made righteous, grace seems to be a most unjust idea. If you work hard for something,
why should those who work not at all receive the same reward as you? That’s
not fair. And consequently, the self-righteous are continually angry with
sinners. And that’s the very reason the self-righteous always interpret this
parable from Jesus as God’s demand for repentance from sins.
The God that they preach, they are happy to say, is very angry with sinners.
Just like they are on His behalf. The Old Contract, with Moses on the
mountain, with the thick dark clouds and the lightening and the thundered
commandments, suits their view of God perfectly.
But this picture that Jesus paints, of a father who falls violently and passionately on the dirty neck of the sinful son, kissing him over and over again, is,
in their way of thinking, revolting. It is utterly preposterous. God is nothing like that, they would insist. The very idea that God would give away
His love for free to the obviously undeserving is an utter revulsion to their
own righteous sensibilities.
Jesus described this kind as those that trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and despise others.
Listen carefully: those who trust in themselves that they are righteous always despise others. That is their very identifying mark. That’s how you can
spot them. Every time. Despising sinners is their highest calling and their
greatest joy. It is the very well-deserved badge of their own hard-worked-

242

The Contradiction of God

for and hard-earned righteousness.
In their eyes, it is not only the right of the elder brother to despise the sinful
younger brother, it is his righteous duty before God to do so. In their minds,
it is the righteous indignation of God Himself against sin that they feel
whenever they behold the sins of the wicked around them.
Like the Pharisee in the temple praying, all of their own wonderful goodnesses are joyously magnified when compared to all the terrible badnesses
of the wretched publicans and sinners around them.
And mark this well: whenever you find someone who despises sinners, you
may know without question that they always trust in themselves that they
are righteous. Always. Even if they deny it, and especially if they deny it.
The one always marks the presence of the other. These two go hand in
hand, everywhere together.
Whoever trusts in himself that he is righteous always despises others. And
whoever despises others always trust in himself that he is righteous. They
are the two sides of the one and same coin. One is the root, the other, the
fruit. The presence of either proves that the other exists, even if, for social
convention or the approval of men, it is well hidden and unseen.
But don’t sell them short. For those who trust in themselves that they are
righteous and despise others, their thankfulness to God that they are not
as other men are is deeply sincere and heartfelt.
They despise the notion that God would lavish His love on the so obviously
undeserving. And like the elder son, they would be more than a little angry
with God if they thought that He failed to recognize just how hard they
have worked for Him and just how different they are from all the sinners
around them.
They are very keen that God should visit his judgment on this sinful world
and its abundance of sinfully sinning sinners. They are sure His hand of
calamity for the insufferable sinners around them can barely be restrained.
And they can hardly wait for God’s commendation of their righteous behavior on judgment day. On that day, they are sure they will shine. They
are not sinners. And God is justly proud of all their hard work. And so are
they. Of that much, they are certain.
But unfortunately for the elder son, and for the Pharisee, and for the preach-
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ers of repentance from sins before forgiveness, the fatted calf and the joyful
celebration with the father and access to all that the father has will only be
obtained by grace. Or it won’t be obtained at all.
The parable of the prodigal son for the first time ever lays bare the astonishing truth that only sinners ever receive all that the Savior has for them. Because they are willing to receive it by grace and not by works. The alreadyrighteous would love to receive it as well. Just not by grace. Never by grace.
If they receive anything by grace, it would mean, no matter how hard they
had worked, no matter how different they had made themselves by their
own sweaty efforts, that in God’s eyes, they would be deemed no better
than the worst of the worst of the sinners. And for the already-righteous,
that is an utterly intolerable thought.
“Say anything you want to about me,” says the older brother, “but never,
never say I’m like your other son. Don’t even mention him and me in the
same breath. Unlike him, I have always kept the rules. I have gotten my
righteousness the old-fashioned way. By my repentance from sins, I have
earned it!”
Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither
transgressed I at any time thy commandment.
Imagine if it had been the older brother instead of the father who had met
the prodigal when he was yet a long way off. He would have had quite a
different message for that harlot-loving sinner. For that homosexual. For
that pornographer. For that child molester. For that terrorist.
He would have assured his younger brother that his father was unimaginably angry with him for his sins. And that his father had thought many
times to come and utterly destroy him right there in the pigpen of sins.
And that his father would never receive him unless he stopped at the local
Holiday Inn to ‘forsake’ all his dirt before he met him.
And he would have assured him that, without a doubt, what his father had
always really wanted instead of a “sinful harlot-loving son like you” was an
“obedient rules-keeping son like me.”
“Repentance from sins before God will receive the sinner” is the elder brother’s
kind of theology. The “fall violently on the dirty neck of the sinner and kiss
him over and over again before he even says a single word” is the father’s kind
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of theology.
Your Heavenly Father has dirt on His face from kissing all those dirty sinners that He has received before they were clean. And here is His question
for you:
Do you have any dirt on your face from kissing dirty sinners in his stead?
God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto himself,
not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath
committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
(2 Corinthians 5:19)
He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. The word of reconciliation is the “come home, dirt and all” word. It’s the “not imputing their
trespasses unto them” word.
But if you don’t have dirt on your face from kissing dirty sinners on His
behalf, don’t worry about it. You’ll still have some dirt on your face when
you stand before God on judgment day. And it’ll still be the dirt from a
pigpen. Only then, it’ll be your pigpen. But unfortunately, none of your
dirt will be on His face. Yours, sadly, will only be on your own.
If any man would come after Me,
let him utterly contradict himself...
Repent of your righteousness first. We’ll talk about repenting of your sins
later.
After the party, we’ll wash off the pig.
And the publicans and sinners rejoiced that day to hear Jesus tell the parable.
And the already-righteous, repentance-from-sins-before-forgiveness Pharisees went away angry. And plotted together how they might crucify Him
for it.

Chapter 15
The Contradiction of Sin
If any man would come after me,
let him utterly contradict himself...
What gives sin its “strength”?
Is it a man’s innate, inborn, sinful disposition? Is that what gives sin its
strength? Is the strength of sin simply the product of man having been born
a sinner? Or is sin’s strength found in where a man goes and with whom he
goes, and in what he does when he gets there? Is sin’s strength found in the
power of association with other like-minded sinners? Or is the strength of
sin found in its repetition – the more a man sins, the stronger sin becomes
in that man? Or is it all of the above?
According to the apostle Paul, the answers to all these questions would be
a resounding “no.”
Paul says the strength of sin is none of those things at all; astonishingly, he
says it’s exactly what you would never have imagined: the strength of sin is
the law.
The sting of death is sin;
and the strength of sin is the law.
(1 Corinthians 15:56)
The word “strength” comes from the Greek word dunamai, meaning “to be
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able or possible.” It’s from the same word Jesus uses when He promises the
disciples “power,” dunamis, to be witnesses of Him:
But ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
(Acts 1:8)
Contrary to what you’ve been taught, the law is not the strength or the
power of righteousness. The law is the strength and power of sin. The
law enables you and gives you the power to sin.
And what exactly is the law? The law is the ten commandments. Plain and
simple.
And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them,
Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which
I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them,
and keep, and do them. The Lord our God made a
covenant with us in Horeb. The Lord made not this
covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us,
who are all of us here alive this day.
(Deuteronomy 5:1–4)
Then in the verses that immediately follow these, Moses enumerated the
ten commandments. The ten commands that Moses gives to them are the
agreement. And he concludes with these words:
These words the Lord spake unto all your assembly
in the mount out of the midst of the fire,
of the cloud, and of the thick darkness,
with a great voice: and he added no more.
And he wrote them in two tables of stone,
and delivered them unto me.
(Deuteronomy 5:22)
Just ten, said Moses. And he added no more.
And then again later, Moses explained to the children of Israel that the two
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stones with the ten commandments on them were the actual agreement,
the contract and the covenant that God had made with them.
When I was gone up into the mount to receive
the tables of stone, even the tables of the
covenant which the Lord made with you, then
I abode in the mount forty days and forty nights,
I neither did eat bread nor drink water:
And the Lord delivered unto me two tables of stone
written with the finger of God; and on them was
written according to all the words, which the
Lord spake with you in the mount out of the
midst of the fire in the day of the assembly.
And it came to pass at the end of forty days and
forty nights, that the Lord gave me the two tables
of stone, even the tables of the covenant.
(Deuteronomy 9:9–11)
And again, a short while later, Moses recounts his time in the mountain
with God after having broken the first two tablets in anger:
At that time the Lord said unto me,
Hew thee two tables of stone like unto the first,
and come up unto me into the mount,
and make thee an ark of wood.
And I will write on the tables the words that
were in the first tables which thou brakest,
and thou shalt put them in the ark.
And I made an ark of shittim wood,
and hewed two tables of stone like unto the first,
and went up into the mount, having the two
tables in mine hand.
And he wrote on the tables, according to the
first writing, the ten commandments, which the
Lord spake unto you in the mount out of the
midst of the fire in the day of the assembly:
and the Lord gave them unto me.
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And I turned myself and came down from the mount,
and put the tables in the ark which I had made;
and there they be, as the Lord commanded me.
(Deuteronomy 10:1–5)

God took His own finger and inscribed the ten commandments on tablets
of stone. No once, but twice. This was the covenant. This was the agreement. This was the law.
And why do you think God gave the law in the first place?
Most would incorrectly answer, “So that man, by adhering to the law, might
become righteous.” That’s exactly what the Pharisees believed. And that’s
what the “repent from sins before forgiveness” preachers believe. They call
sinners to a repentance of the law and a consequential righteousness of the
law. The law came, they assure you, to inform you of exactly how to be
righteous.
And that answer is precisely, by exactly one entire universe of difference,
wrong. Listen to Paul explain why the law was really given:
Moreover the law entered,
that the offence might abound.

(Romans 5:20)

The law “entered,” pareiserchomai, “come in alongside, i.e. supervene additionally or stealthily; come in privily, enter.” According to Paul, the law
entered the room with an ulterior and totally hidden motive in order to
accomplish exactly what you would never have imagined: to cause sin to
abound in you.
“Abound,” huperperisseuo, means “to grow in quality and quantity until it
becomes the dominant part; to be in excess, to superabound or excel, to
have more than enough.”
The law came so that you might have “more than enough” sin to convince
you that you cannot repent and turn from your sins. The law has only one
goal. And it’s not your repentance or your righteousness:
Now we know that what things soever the law
saith, it saith to them who are under the law:
that every mouth may be stopped,
and all the world may become guilty before God.
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Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in his sight:
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
(Romans 3:19–20)
The law comes to thoroughly convince you. But not about what you thought.
By the law is not the knowledge of righteousness like you’ve been told. By
the law is the knowledge of sin. The word “knowledge” is the Greek word
epignosis, “recognition.”
Does the law create sin? Of course not. We recognize sin by the law. The
light that you turn on in the kitchen doesn’t create the cockroaches. It just
reveals them. But the law does something that the light in the kitchen can’t
do: it makes the cockroaches bigger. And it strengthens them until they
take over the whole house. And start answering the phone.
The single and solitary goal of the law is to strengthen the sin that is already
in you until it becomes the most powerful and dominating force in your life.
Contrary to what the Pharisee tells you, to strengthen the law is to strengthen
sin. The Pharisee would have you believe that to strengthen the law is to
strengthen righteousness. The astonishing fact is, where the law abounds,
sin does much more abound.
That is, in fact, the only reason God sent the law. That sin might abound in
you. The law is steroids for your sin. So that it can grow as much muscle
as it needs to overpower you and subdue you once and for all.
Listen carefully: God has a wonderful plan for your life; He wills that the
sin that chose you from birth should, by the law, be strengthened until it
becomes the very most dominant trait of your life. He wills that your sin,
by its strength which is the law, should abound.
Why? Because where sin abounded, grace did much more abound (Romans
5:20).
Grace can only abound where sin abounds. Why can grace only abound
where sin abounds? Because sin is the necessary condition for grace. Those
that say they have no sin can have no grace. No sin, no grace.
Most self-named Christians I meet are dyslexic when it comes to this particular verse. They seem to think it says, “Where grace abounds, sin does
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much more abound.”
They think that God’s idea is “the less grace the better.” Their goal for the
Christian experience appears to be such that, even though you start with
that messy stuff called grace, you should move as far and as fast away from
grace as you can as soon as possible. Like they have. The ultimate goal, in
their estimation, would be a sinless righteousness that needed no grace at
all. Just like the sinless righteousness that they and all their Pharisee friends
have right now. You know the kind. That sinless, graceless righteousness
that allows you to condemn the sins of others all around you. It’s the only
real fun a Pharisee ever has.
But on the contrary, Peter says you actually need to grow in grace (2 Peter
3:18).
But how would that be possible? How could you grow in grace, unless
you also grew in the only condition that necessitated grace? That is, in the
condition of sin?
The preachers of “repentance from sins before forgiveness” entirely miss the
point of Jesus’ story of the two men who went up to the temple to pray. They
concede that the publican may represent where men start in their relationship with God, but their goal is to hurry as quickly as possible away from
that confession, to the place where they can actually make the confession of
the Pharisee. Their ultimate goal is to be able to say with great conviction,
God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are.
Listen to them as they speak. That indeed is their very confession. Their
goal is to fill their churches with as many people making that confession as
possible. But they would bar the door to all publicans with their confessions
of present sins.
But I would most heartily disagree that that is what Jesus had in mind at
all. The publican doesn’t represent the very lowest level of relationship with
God.
On the contrary.
He represents the very highest.
God be merciful to me a sinner is not the confession of the least of the justified. It is the height of confession for the very greatest of the justified.
Listen to Paul:
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This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.
(1 Timothy 1:15)
Surely Paul is referring his former sinful self... Isn’t he?
Nope. “Am” is the present tense Greek word eimi, meaning “the first person
singular present indicative; a prolonged form of a primary and defective
verb; I exist (used only when emphatic).” It’s the same word that Jesus uses
when He says, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am
( John 8:58).
Jesus isn’t saying, I used to be God. And Paul isn’t saying, I used to be chief of
sinners.
Jesus is saying, I am God. And Paul is saying, I am, right now, in my own
eyes, chief, protos, “foremost,” of sinners. I’m number one. Among sinners.
But I see another law in my members,
warring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to the law
of sin which is in my members.
O wretched man that I am!
who shall deliver me from the body of this death?
(Romans 7:23–24)
Paul says that there is a war raging between his body and his mind. You
preachers of “repentance from sins before forgiveness,” do you not have that
same war going on in your mind bringing you into captivity?
Paul cries out, O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the
body of this death? Not, O wretched man that I was, who has already delivered
me from what used to be the body of that death?
You preachers of repentance from sins: do you not cry out with him?
To put these words into a past tense would be to render them absurd. Do
you think Paul is saying, I used to see a law in my members, and it used to war
against my mind and it used to bring me into captivity to the law of sin that used
to be in my members. O wretched man that I was! Who was it that delivered
me from the body of that death that I no longer have?
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Say what?
The preachers of “repentance of sins before forgiveness” are always willing
to tell you “I used to be chief of sinners,” but never, “I am chief of sinners
now.” They’re too busy assuring you and their fellow Pharisees that they are
chief among the righteous. “O wretched man that I was,” they are eager to
tell you. “But, thanks be to God, because I have repented, I am, thankfully,
no more.”
Listen very carefully: when you cease to smite your breast and cry, “God
be merciful to me, a sinner,” you cease to go down to your house justified.
And the moment you begin to say, “God, I thank thee, that I am not as
other men are,” you go down to your house condemned.
Who’s the biggest sinner you know? Right now. Think hard. If it’s not
you, you don’t know what Paul knew. Paul was the biggest sinner that Paul
knew. That saying, Paul insists, is faith-filled and worthy of utter welcome
and approval.
Christ came into the world to save whom? According to Paul, only sinners.
Do you know who would most welcome your confession as a superior sinner?
Yeah. That’s right: all those inferior sinners around you who need the superabounding grace of God that you got for your abounding sin.
Do you not know that your love for God is totally dependent on your view
of yourself as a sinner? Jesus said this:
Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins,
which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much:
but to whom little is forgiven,
the same loveth little.
(Luke 7:47)
Little sins, little forgiveness. Little forgiveness, little love.
“Well, do I need to go out and sin some more to become a great sinner?”
you may ask.
God forbid! You are already far more successful than you give yourself
credit for! You are far too humble in your many achievements. You are
already at the very top of the ladder of success in that particular field. And
as soon as you let the law shine its light on you, you’ll see what everybody
else is already aware of: when it comes to sin, you’re a real winner! When
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it comes to sin, it’s like you win the mega-lotto every day!
Growing in grace necessitates a growing sense not of your righteousness,
but of your sinfulness. Some people have the strange notion that the closer
they stand to Jesus, the more everyone will recognize that they look like
Him. As if the goal of God is that they and Christ, standing beside each
other, would be virtually indistinguishable.
But if sanctification is the process of separating you unto God by His word,
then the closer you stand to Christ, the more you’ll see you look nothing
like Him. Ask any cleaning lady. The more light, the more visible the dirt
becomes, not the less. The goal is to be able, with conviction, to confess
that you look nothing like Him at all. The goal is to see yourself as chief
of sinners in your world. The goal is your confession of complete and utter
unrighteousness. That’s real sanctification.
Go up to the temple again. Look at the two men who are praying there.
Listen to the one on the right; the one who is enumerating all his righteousnesses, just like the preachers of “repentance before forgiveness” do.
Then look at the one on the left. The one who is enumerating nothing but
his sins. If being sanctified is being separated unto His word, and if this is
the one that Jesus sends home justified, then you tell me: which of the two
is really sanctified?
Make it your goal to be able to say with Paul to the sinners around you,
“Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. And I exceed you in sin
more than you can possibly imagine. And I exceed you in grace only because
I exceed you in sin.” And that very confession, worthy of all acceptation, will
change the world.
And before we move on from the subject of sin, let me give you two brief
examples of why I am such a stickler for correct definitions, and why you
should be as well.
The first concerns the simple word “now.” Hebrews 11:1 says, Now faith is
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. I can’t tell
you how many sincere and exuberant sermons I’ve heard through the years,
especially by the “word of faith preachers,” who have insisted that faith is
“in the now,” “in the present,” not later, but now. The problem with that
interpretation lies in the fact that the word translated now in this passage
has nothing to do with time. It’s actually the Greek word deh, which simply
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means “but” or “and.” The Greek word meaning “now,” as in “at this moment in time,” would be the word nun. The verse should be read to mean,
“And faith is the substance of things hoped for…” Not “now,” but simply
“and.” Sorry about that. Those were great sermons, no doubt, but misguided nonetheless.
But the second example has much more bearing on our present subject.
Paul declares, Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness? (Romans 6:16)
“See!” say the exuberant preachers of repentance from sins before forgiveness. “If you give in to sin, you’re the servant of sin.” But the problem with
that interpretation is that the Greek word translated yield in this passage,
paristemi, doesn’t mean “to capitulate,” to “give in,” as they tell you it does.
Rather, it means “to stand beside so as to recommend; to exhibit, to proffer,
to substantiate, to assist.” To proffer means “to offer for approval.”
Paul is saying that if you continue to stand beside sin to recommend it to
others, you have become sin’s willing servant. Picture the used-car salesman, standing beside the car saying, “Ain’t she a beauty!” The word obey
in the same verse means “to obey willingly,” not obedience by compulsion.
He uses the same word when he says, Children, obey your parents.
This is the same Paul who laments:
But sin, taking occasion by the commandment,
wrought in me all manner of concupiscence.
For without the law sin was dead.
For I was alive without the law once:
but when the commandment came,
sin revived, and I died.
And the commandment, which was ordained
to life, I found to be unto death.
For sin, taking occasion by the commandment,
deceived me, and by it slew me.
Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment
holy, and just, and good.
Was then that which is good made death
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unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might
appear sin, working death in me by that
which is good; that sin by the commandment
might become exceeding sinful.
For we know that the law is spiritual:
but I am carnal, sold under sin.
For that which I do I allow not:
for what I would, that do I not;
but what I hate, that do I.
If then I do that which I would not,
I consent unto the law that it is good.
Now then it is no more I that do it,
but sin that dwelleth in me.
For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,)
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is
present with me; but how to perform
that which is good I find not.
For the good that I would I do not:
but the evil which I would not, that I do.
Now if I do that I would not, it is no more
I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.
I find then a law, that, when I would do
good, evil is present with me.
For I delight in the law of God
after the inward man:
But I see another law in my members,
warring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to the law
of sin which is in my members.
O wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death?
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
So then with the mind I myself serve the
law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.
(Romans 7:8–25)
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Unlike the preachers of repentance from sins before forgiveness, Paul allows
us to see what his spiritual life is really like. It’s a constant war with the
hated and unwanted law of sin which is in my members.
Those who would try to convince you that this is not the normal Christian
life are themselves the most despicable of hypocrites. The normal Christian
life is one in which I do what I don’t want to do, and do not what I do want
to do. I am constantly held in the tension of being between two worlds:
the one in which I am now, captive in the body of this death, and the one to
which I am going by the sure promise of Him who loves me even while I
am in the body of this death.
And while I am here, doing that which is against my will, I cry out, exactly
like the publican in the temple, “God be merciful to me a sinner.” And like
Paul, “O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of
this death?”
I do not stand beside sin so as to recommend it. I do not proffer sin to others
with my approval or for their approval. I am not sin’s “willing servant.” I am
a man in a prison, not of his own making, and not by his own will. But in
a prison, nevertheless.
But freedom is coming. And until it arrives, “I thank God through Jesus
Christ our Lord. For with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with
the flesh the law of sin.”
The very next verse, Romans 8:1, says:
There is therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.
In this case, the word now is not the word deh, but the word nun. Right now,
presently, at this very moment, while I am still in this vile body of sin, doing
that which I do not want to do, there is no condemnation. None. In my
present wretched and sinful state, He imputes His own righteousness. It
is His righteousness, not mine. It is His glory, not mine. It is His wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification and redemption. It is none of mine.
And that’s why Paul declares,
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But God, who is rich in mercy,
for his great love wherewith he loved us,
Even when we were dead in sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ,
(by grace ye are saved;)
And hath raised us up together,
and made us sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
That in the ages to come he might
shew the exceeding riches of his
grace in his kindness toward us
through Christ Jesus.
For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: Not of works,
lest any man should boast.
(Ephesians 2:4–9)
Don’t let anyone tell you that God rejects you because of your sins.
Those who would tell you that God rejects sinners because of their sins are
themselves, like the self-exalting Pharisee in the temple, the only ones who
will be rejected in the end, because with what measure they measure, they
will be measured again. You who know you are sinners, and hate it, keep
smiting your breast. And you who know you are sinners, and hate it, keep
saying, “God be merciful to me a sinner.”
And you’ll keep going down to your house justified. Just like the publican.
And just like Paul.

Chapter 16
The Contradiction of Faith and
Righteousness
There is none righteous, no, not one, declares the apostle Paul (Romans
3:10).
At this present moment, says Paul, there is none righteous. Without exception, not a single one. But instead of listening to Paul, many listen instead to
the preachers of repentance from sins. They teach that when God forgives
you, He also makes you righteous. And because their followers believe they
are righteous, they think God is now, on a daily basis, busily searching their
lives for evidence of that new righteousness.
But He’s not. He couldn’t be. Because, unlike some Christians, God never
goes searching for what doesn’t really exist. And outside of God Himself,
righteousness does not exist. Nowhere. Not even in the forgiven Christian.
Paul says there is none righteous, not there ‘were’ none righteous. Present
tense, there is none righteous, no, not one. You’re not righteous. You were
never righteous before you came to Christ, and even after you do, you’re still
not righteous. And that’s bad news for the Pharisee.
Look back again at the Pharisee and the publican in the temple praying.
The Pharisee sincerely believes that the evidence of his righteousness can
be found right there in all the righteous works of which he is so eager to re259
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mind God. “See,” he happily says to God. “No adultery. No extortion. No
unjustness. Nothing like this publican. I am righteous,” says the Pharisee.
“And you can see it in my works.”
But the publican declares exactly the opposite. “I am unrighteous,” he confesses to God. “And you can see it in my works.”
But Jesus says the most astonishing thing. His assessment is, in fact, simply
staggering. He says the man who counts himself righteous because of his
works is actually counted sinful, and the man who counts himself sinful by
his works is actually counted righteous.
That is exactly the contradiction to what you would think that God thinks.
How do I know that? Because His thoughts are not your thoughts. And
that is definitely His thought.
You think the person who does right is right. And you think the person who
does wrong is wrong. God thinks just the opposite. And if you’re not very
careful, you’ll contradict Jesus right here, and go away, like the Pharisee,
never even knowing it.
It would make perfectly logical sense to say that if sin is defined as “the
breaking of the law,” righteousness must be defined as the opposite of that.
That is, righteousness would have to be defined as “the keeping of the law.”
And that’s exactly what the preachers of “repentance from sins before forgiveness” believe and espouse. To turn from sin, wherein one has been a
law-breaker, requires, according to them, a turning to the law, where one is
now a law-keeper. And that makes perfect sense. That is, it makes perfect
sense to everyone but God.
By the law, declares Paul, is the recognition of sin. Not the recognition of
righteousness. Astonishingly, the apostle insists, there is no righteousness
to be found at all in the doing of the law. None whatsoever.
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the
law is the knowledge of sin.
(Romans 3:20)
Therefore we conclude that a man is
justified by faith without the deeds of the law.
(Romans 3:28)
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True justification, true righteousness, true acceptance with God, according
to Paul, must be unaccompanied by the deeds of the law. If you bring the
deeds of the law with you when you come to God, your rejection is altogether certain.
Herein lies the problem with the law: the law has only one goal; that is, to
condemn. It does not have, never did have, never will have justification and
righteousness as its goal. Astonishingly, Paul declares that the fulfilling of
the law is not the doing of the law at all, but something altogether different.
Something altogether higher. Paul says the fulfilling of the law is nothing
less than love.
Owe no man any thing, but to love
one another: for he that loveth another
hath fulfilled the law.
For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery,
Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal,
Thou shalt not bear false witness,
Thou shalt not covet; and if there be
any other commandment, it is briefly
comprehended in this saying, namely,
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
Love worketh no ill to his neighbour:
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
(Romans 13:8–10)
Here’s the problem with thinking that the “doing of the law” is “the fulfilling
of the law:” a man can not steal, and still not love. A man can not commit
adultery, and still not love. A man can honor his mother and father, and
still not love. The doing of the law never reaches the lofty goal of love. And
the goal is always love. Not law.
Now the end of the commandment is charity
out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience,
and of faith unfeigned:
From which some having swerved have turned
aside unto vain jangling;
Desiring to be teachers of the law;
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understanding neither what they say,
nor whereof they affirm.
(1 Timothy 1:5–7)

The “end” of the commandment, the telos of the commandment, in the
Greek “from a primary tello (to set out for a definite point or goal); properly,
the point aimed at as a limit, i.e. (by implication) the conclusion of an act or
state” is love, out of pure heart and a good conscience, and an unpretended
faith.
Paul insists that if you make the doing of the law your goal, you have woefully missed the mark:
For I testify again to every man that is
circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the
whole law. Christ is become of no effect
unto you, whosoever of you are justified
by the law; ye are fallen from grace.
For we through the Spirit wait for the hope
of righteousness by faith.
For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision
availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision;
but faith which worketh by love.
(Galatians 5:3–6)
The goal is not the doing of the law. The goal has never been the doing of
the law. Do you understand? You can keep the law without love. And faith
is rendered absolutely ineffectual without love. Christ is of no effect to you
who are justified by law. You are fallen from grace. For we are waiting still
for the hope of our righteousness, that is, Christ Himself, to arrive. And
in Christ, it’s not what you do that is meaningful, but why you do what you
do that is meaningful.
Don’t show me your deeds of the law. Show me your love. Your deeds of
the law will damn you.
Faith worketh by love. The Greek word is energeo, from which we get our
word “energy.” Faith without love is dead. The works of faith are never the
works of the law. They are strictly and only the works of love.
The preachers of “repentance from sins before forgiveness” seem to think
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that all men will know you are disciples of Christ by the law that you keep.
But Jesus tells it differently:
By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another.
( John 13:35)
The preachers of “repentance from sins before forgiveness” seem to think
that we will know we have passed from death unto life because we keep the
law. But John the apostle tells it differently:
We know that we have passed from death
unto life, because we love the brethren.
He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.
Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer:
and ye know that no murderer hath eternal
life abiding in him. Hereby perceive we the love
of God, because he laid down his life for us:
and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren. But whoso hath this world’s good,
and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth
up his bowels of compassion from him,
how dwelleth the love of God in him?
My little children, let us not love in word,
neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.
And hereby we know that we are of the truth,
and shall assure our hearts before him.
(1 John 3:14–19)
Don’t be impressed when men keep the law. God isn’t.
Be impressed, rather, when they love. Even God is.
The word “righteous” and the word “just” are the same word in the Greek.
Remember that as we go through these scriptures. They are both from the
same root word dike, meaning “right (as in self-evident),” which is from the
word deiknuo, meaning “to show (literally or figuratively).” In other words,
it means, “that which is shown to be, or is self-evidently, right.”
Are you ready for the contradiction of righteousness?

264

The Contradiction of God

Ready or not, here it comes: whom do you think God justifies?
Here’s the astonishing and utterly contradictory truth: God only justifies –
that is, declares to be righteous – the ungodly.
Listen to the apostle Paul:
What shall we say then that Abraham our father,
as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?
For if Abraham were justified by works,
he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.
For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed
God, and it was counted unto him for
righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the
reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.
But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly,
his faith is counted for righteousness.
Even as David also describeth the blessedness
of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness
without works, saying, Blessed are they whose
iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered.
Blessed is the man to whom the
Lord will not impute sin.
(Romans 4:1–6)
For the one who works, that is, believes that his own righteous works are
the basis of his right standing with God, his relationship with God is not
the product of grace, undeserved merit, but rather of debt. On payday at
your job, you don’t go to your employer to beg his undeserved kindness and
favor to get your paycheck. You stick out your hand and say, “Give me what
I’m owed.” He doesn’t pay you because he’s gracious. He pays you because
he owes you. It’s a debt.
But what if you showed up on payday having not worked that week and
stuck out your hand? If your employer gave you anything, it would strictly
be by favor. Not because of your efforts, but because of his goodness. In
the scripture, the idea of receiving something from God strictly by favor
is called “grace.” You don’t deserve it and you didn’t earn it; nevertheless,
strictly out of His kindness, God gives it to you. That’s grace.
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Paul says that Abraham did nothing to earn his right standing with God.
He simply believed what God had said, without confirming and verifying
evidence, and his belief was counted unto him for righteousness. That’s the
way God does it. By grace. Through faith.
Now listen very carefully: the relationship that you want to have with God
is based on this one single idea of counted. You want to have the same kind
of righteousness that Abraham had. That’s why Paul uses him as the example.
“Counted” is the Greek word logizomai. It is an accounting term that means
“to take an inventory, to estimate, to account, to suppose, or to reckon.”
The word logizomai is translated as three different words in the New Testament. They are the words “counted,” “reckoned,” and “imputed.” They all
mean the very same thing.
Abraham believed God, and his belief in what God had said was counted,
inventoried, estimated or reckoned to him, as righteousness. This is critically important to understand: Abraham was not righteous. His faith
was counted as his righteousness. If Abraham had been righteous, his faith
would not have needed to be counted as righteousness.
If you have something already, it makes no sense to impute it to you. Counting, reckoning, and imputing can only be done if you don’t have it. A thing
can only be “counted,” “imputed,” or “reckoned” to be a certain way if it isn’t
that way already. I can reckon my dog to be human only because she isn’t.
I cannot reckon you to be human. There’s no need. You’re already human.
In like manner, God can reckon Abraham to be righteous only if Abraham
in reality is not righteous. If Abraham is already righteous, there is no need
to reckon him to be so.
But to him that worketh not,
but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly,
his faith is counted for righteousness.
Believing is faith. And faith is “the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). What is the one thing that must
not be seen, must not even exist, but must only be hoped for, in order for
God to reckon, impute, or count you to be righteous? That’s right: your
righteousness.
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In the temple, the Pharisee reckoned that he had his own righteousness in
abundance. And he had worked hard for every bit of it. And he was very
proud of his efforts. And because he had already earned his righteousness
by virtue of his works, God could not possibly reckon righteousness to him.
He already had his own righteousness by works. He didn’t need God’s by
grace.
Like the elder son in the parable of the prodigal, he had his own hard-earned
righteousness. He didn’t need any favors, thank you very much.
On the other hand, in a complete and utter contradiction, the prodigal son
and the publican had none of their own righteousness. They freely confessed their own sinfulness. In order to have any righteousness at all, God
would have to reckon, impute, and count to the prodigal and the publican
what they did not have.
That’s why the prodigal gets the fatted calf. And the party. And the robe
and the ring and the sandals. All by favor. None by works. And that’s why
the publican went down to his house justified. His was a righteousness
given to him, not earned by him. And that’s why the Pharisee went down
to his house condemned. He didn’t have the righteousness that only comes
by grace. He had his very own. And he was very proud of it.
Even as David also describeth the blessedness
of the man, unto whom God imputeth
righteousness without works, Saying,
Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man
to whom the Lord will not impute sin.
(Romans 4:6–8)
God cannot impute righteousness to anyone who already has their own. If
you already have any of your own, you cannot have His. God only imputes
righteousness to the one who hasn’t any of his own. He imputes righteousness without works, by forgiving iniquities and covering sins. If you have
no iniquities, how can he forgive them? If you have no sins, how can he
cover them? It’s not that the prodigal son doesn’t have sin. The father, in
his graciousness and love simply refuses to impute sin to him.
According to Paul, that’s how God does it with us. Not only does He im-
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pute righteousness to us when He finds none, but He also refuses to impute
sin.
To impute sin would be to un-impute righteousness.
And this is also critical to understand: it’s not just any old righteousness
that he reckons, counts and imputes to us. It is His very own righteousness.
Listen to Paul:
Now we know that what things soever the law
saith, it saith to them who are under the law:
that every mouth may be stopped,
and all the world may become guilty before God.
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in his sight:
for by the law is the knowledge
of sin. But now the righteousness of
God without the law is manifested,
being witnessed by the law and the
prophets; even the righteousness of
God which is by faith of Jesus Christ
unto all and upon all them that believe:
for there is no difference:
For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God; Being justified freely by his
grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in his blood,
to declare his righteousness for the remission
of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God; To declare, I say,
at this time his righteousness: that he might
be just, and the justifier of him which
believeth in Jesus. Where is boasting then?
It is excluded. By what law?
of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.
(Romans 3:19–27)
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Whose righteousness is declared for the remission of sins? His righteousness, says Paul.
But now the righteousness of God
without the law is manifested,
being witnessed by the law and the prophets.
Why must it be His righteousness, and not your own by your own repentant works? So that boasting may be excluded.
Where is boasting then? It is excluded.
By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.
“The just shall live by faith.” Faith excludes boasting. Therefore, there must
be no deserving or earning works in faith. The Pharisee, and all who are like
him, boast in their own righteous works. Their repentance from sins is the
foundation of their boasting. And their boasting is always a comparison
between themselves and the greater sinners around them. But Paul says
they’re comparing their righteousness to the wrong ones. They should instead be comparing their own righteousness to the only One Who is truly
righteous: God Himself.
Those who preach “repentance of sins before forgiveness” bring their own
thimble-full of repentance-from-sins righteous works to the ocean of God’s
righteousness and pour it in. Then they stand back and wait for the tsunami
wave that will surely come crashing in upon all the poor sinners around
them. “Behold my righteousness compared to yours,” they cry out. “God
receives me because of my repentance and rejects you because of your lack
of repentance,” they proudly assure all the poor sinners around them.
But Paul rebukes them in their folly:
Therefore by the deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight:
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
The word “knowledge” in the phrase, by the law is the knowledge of sin,
is the Greek word epignosis, meaning, “recognition; to know upon some
mark.” Sin is recognized by the law. Righteousness is not.
That’s where the Pharisee makes his fatal mistake. He believes that by the
law, righteousness can be recognized. “See me keeping the law?” he calls
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out to the sinners around him. “That’s what righteousness looks like. See,
no adultery, no extortion, no unjustness, no traits of the publican in me.”
And again Paul rebukes him in his error:
But now the righteousness of God without the law
is manifested, being witnessed by the law
and the prophets; Even the righteousness
of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto
all and upon all them that believe: for
there is no difference: For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God.
By the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified. And repentance
from sins before forgiveness is definitely a deed of the law.
All have sinned. There are none righteous. There are only those who, in
their humble honesty about being sinners, are being reckoned as righteous,
and those who, in their proud dishonesty about being sinners, are being
counted as what they and everyone else really are: unrighteous.
There are only two postures that can be taken before God: either you will
confess that you are a sinner, and like Abraham have God’s own righteousness reckoned to your account without adding your own righteous works
to the mix, or you will confess yourself righteous by your own law-keeping
works and see how your righteousness compares with His on judgment day.
There is no door number three.
Christ is become of no effect unto you,
whosoever of you are justified by the law;
ye are fallen from grace.
For we through the Spirit wait for the
hope of righteousness by faith.
(Galatians 5:4–5)
Paul says hope that is seen is not hope. For why would a man hope for what
he can now see? And righteousness that is seen is not God’s righteousness.
For why would a man hope for the righteousness he can now see? But we
through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. We don’t have
righteousness yet. But we have the promise of righteousness. Righteousness isn’t here yet. But it’s on it’s way.
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But of him are ye in Christ Jesus,
who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption: That, according as
it is written, He that glorieth,
let him glory in the Lord.
(1 Corinthians 1:30–31)

Christ is our righteousness. In Him alone we glory. If we have even one
molecule of our own righteousness, we cannot have any of His. He will
impute to us none of His own, as long as we have any of our own.
Faith guarantees the absence of righteousness. And righteousness guarantees the absence of faith.
Do you understand? If you already have righteousness, why would you wait
for the hope of righteousness by faith? Of course, you wouldn’t. And that’s
the Pharisee’s problem. He won’t wait for God’s own righteousness to arrive
in the form of Christ Himself. He must have it now. And it must be his
own. Otherwise, there will be no ground to boast. And the Pharisee must
boast. That’s what he lives for.
Simply said, the just, that is, the righteous, shall live by faith. And faith
is believing the promise of God. And the promise of righteousness is only
about the future. It is never about the present. If it’s about the present,
then by definition it is no longer a promise. And if it’s no longer a promise,
it is no longer faith. So the just, the righteous, shall live by the promise of
a future righteousness. Not by the deeds of a present righteousness.
For the promise, that he should be the heir
of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his
seed, through the law, but through the
righteousness of faith. For if they which
are of the law be heirs, faith is made void,
and the promise made of none effect:
Because the law worketh wrath: for where no
law is, there is no transgression.
Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace;
to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed;
not to that only which is of the law, but to
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that also which is of the faith of Abraham;
who is the father of us all, (As it is written,
I have made thee a father of many nations,)
before him whom he believed, even God,
who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those
things which be not as though they were.
Who against hope believed in hope, that he might
become the father of many nations;
according to that which was spoken,
So shall thy seed be. And being not weak
in faith, he considered not his own body now dead,
when he was about an hundred years old,
neither yet the deadness of Sara’s womb:
He staggered not at the promise
of God through unbelief; but was strong in
faith, giving glory to God; And being fully
persuaded that, what he had promised,
he was able also to perform. And therefore
it was imputed to him for righteousness.
(Romans 4:13–22)
Do you understand? The deeds of the law just serve to anger God. Because
the law is not of faith. And the law worketh wrath.
You who say you keep the law: do you not hear the law?
Knowing that a man is not justified by the works
of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even
we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be
justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the
works of the law: for by the works of the
law shall no flesh be justified.
But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ,
we ourselves also are found sinners, is
therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.
For if I build again the things which I destroyed,
I make myself a transgressor.
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For I through the law am dead to the law,
that I might live unto God.
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me. I do not frustrate
the grace of God: for if righteousness
come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.
(Galatians 2:16–21)

If righteousness is already here, it is by the law and not by promise, and,
therefore, not by faith. And if righteousness comes by the law, then Chist
is dead in vain.
Righteousness is coming. But it’s not here yet.
Think of it like this:
When I was in the third grade, I had a teacher named Mrs. Mobley. She
was at least in her late sixties at the time, maybe even in her late seventies.
At ten years old, I couldn’t tell. I just knew she was really old. Thin as a rail,
with an unruly shock of snow white hair, Mrs. Mobley loved torturing our
young third-grade minds by making us define words. Every day, all day, day
after endless day, nothing but definitions. That was her own joyful tortuous
specialty. If it moved, she made us define it. If it didn’t move, she made us
define it.
There were real definitions and nominal definitions. There were ostensive
and stipulative and descriptive definitions. There were definitions by cause
and effect, by comparison and contrast, by example and illustration, and
by process analysis. There were definitions by usage and by material and
by shape and by function. It seemed, to my young mind, there must have
been at least a thousand different ways you could define the simple word
chair. And Mrs. Mobley was passionately convinced that we needed to
know them all.
But every once in a while, my classmates and I would come into the classroom and find that dear Mrs. Mobley wasn’t there. And sitting in her place
on those occasions would be Mr. Smith. And even at ten years of age, we
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could tell the difference. Mr. Smith simply looked nothing like Mrs. Mobley. She was old and had short white hair. He was young and had long dark
hair. Unlike Mrs. Mobley’s high and quavering voice, Mr. Smith had a low
and robust voice. She was thin, he was not.
Mr. Smith was, of course, the substitute teacher. He wasn’t the permanent
teacher. Mrs. Mobley was the permanent teacher. And that was, even for
a ten year old, not an extremely difficult concept to grasp.
Mr. Smith’s presence guaranteed Mrs. Mobley’s absence. And Mrs Mobley’s presence guaranteed Mr. Smith’s absence. They were never in class at
the same time. They didn’t need to be. Ever. One had a temporary function, the other a permanent.
But think about this: even though my classmates and I were only ten years
old, we still never got upset when we saw Mr. Smith. Never. Not one time.
Not one bit. Because we had already been told, by someone whose word
we trusted, that this would happen. And we were, I suppose, fairly mature
in our reaction to the circumstance when it would occur.
And in our fairly mature ten year old reaction, here’s what we never did,
never even once: we never confused Mr. Smith with Mrs. Mobley.
And we never made Mr. Smith try to act like he was really Mrs. Mobley.
And we never demanded that Mr. Smith don a white wig, alter his voice,
suck in his stomach, and pretend that he was Mrs. Mobley.
Never. Amazingly, not even once.
So it is with faith and righteousness. Faith is the substitute for righteousness. As long as faith is present, righteousness cannot be. And when righteousness finally arrives, faith will no longer be necessary.
That’s the way it works. And that’s the only way it works.
And until righteousness arrives, don’t act less mature than a ten year old
and go around trying to pass off your faith as your righteousness.
Don’t try to dress faith up and pretend it’s real righteousness. Don’t have
faith hold in it’s stomach like real righteousness. And don’t have it try to
speak in the voice of real righteousness. Faith is not righteousness. Like
the substitute teacher, it’s just counted, reckoned, and imputed to be righteousness. The substitute teacher is counted as the permanent teacher, but
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everybody knows, and it’s patently obvious, that he’s not the permanent
teacher. He looks nothing like her. And when you make him dress up and
pretend he’s her, you just embarrass them both. And when you make faith
dress up and try to pretend that it’s really righteousness, you embarrass both
faith and righteousness.
Listen carefully: everybody around you already knows that you’re not really
righteous! Stop pretending that you are!
Nobody will have a problem if you simply confess that you have faith, God’s
ordained substitute for righteousness. It’s OK. This is School Board approved. But stop trying to convince everyone that Mr. Smith is really Mrs.
Mobley! You’re making a fool of Mrs. Mobley, Mr. Smith, yourself and
Christ.
Your permanent Righteousness is on His way here to be sure. But He’s not
here yet. And no one around you will have problem if you simply tell them
that your Righteousness is on His way. But they cannot and will not believe
you when you tell them that He’s already back and hanging out exclusively
at your house.
But of him are ye in Christ Jesus,
who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption.
Faith is here. But righteousness is not. Not yet.
But to him that worketh not, but
believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly,
his faith is counted for righteousness.
Stop working for your righteousness. It’s just making God angry. Believe
on Him that is justifying the ungodly. That’s you. And don’t for a minute
imagine that He will ever count your righteousness as your righteousness.
He will only count your faith as righteousness. And the righteousness He
counts as your righteousness will be His righteousness, not yours.
So keep confessing your faith. But for God’s sake, stop confessing your
righteousness. You don’t have any. Not yet.
Most people are at least vaguely aware that the Old Contract is the law, the
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ten commandments that God inscribed with His own finger on tablets of
stone. That Contract was an agreement of works:
For Moses describeth the righteousness
which is of the law, That the man which doeth
those things shall live by them.
(Romans 10:5)
Do the law, get its righteousness. That’s what Moses says. The problem, of
course, lies in the fact that nobody ever kept the law, and therefore no one
was ever righteous under the law, or because of the law.
Have you ever broken the law? Jesus says you have:
Did not Moses give you the law, and yet
none of you keepeth the law?
( John 7:19)
Consequently, because you haven’t kept 100% of the law, you’re automatically under its curse.
For as many as are of the works of the law are
under the curse: for it is written,
Cursed is every one that continueth not
in all things which are written in the book
of the law to do them.
(Galatians 3:10)
Paul contrasts the Old Contract with the New Contract by using some
different-by-a-universe descriptions of the two:
Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the
epistle of Christ ministered by us,
written not with ink,
but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables
of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart.
And such trust have we through Christ to
God-ward: Not that we are sufficient of ourselves
to think any thing as of ourselves;
but our sufficiency is of God;
Who also hath made us able ministers of the new
testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit:
for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.
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But if the ministration of death, written
and engraven in stones, was glorious,
so that the children of Israel could not
stedfastly behold the face of Moses
for the glory of his countenance;
which glory was to be done away:
How shall not the ministration of the spirit
be rather glorious?
For if the ministration of condemnation be glory,
much more doth the ministration of righteousness
exceed in glory. For even that which
was made glorious had no glory in this respect,
by reason of the glory that excelleth.
(2 Corinthians 3:3–10)

According the apostle, the ten commandments kill. That’s their very goal.
That’s their one and only job. The ten commandments, written and engraven in stones, are actually a ministration of condemnation and a ministration of death.
God has made us, Paul insists, able ministers of the New Contract, not the
Old. The word “ministers” is the Greek word for a “table waiter.” Think of
it like this: those who would preach the law and a repentance unto the law
are like table waiters offering to their patrons death in their dishes instead
of life. “Would you care for the poison fish or the poison mushrooms?”
they cheerily ask. “You will find both to be equally deadly.”
“But don’t we need to tell the world that the law condemns them?”
Apparently not, according to Paul. He says they already know it. In fact,
Paul says, the work of the law is actually written in their hearts already. No
need to tell them. God has already done that job:
For when the Gentiles, which have not the law,
do by nature the things contained in the law,
these, having not the law, are a law unto
themselves: Which shew the work of the law
written in their hearts, their conscience
also bearing witness, and their thoughts the
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mean while accusing or else excusing one another;)
In the day when God shall judge the secrets of
men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel.
(Romans 2:14–16)
The work of the law is written in their hearts, says Paul. Who taught little
Johnny to come running to his mother decrying the fact that little Susie
has done him a grave injustice by taking his toy? The answer is, of course,
nobody. God wrote it on his heart.
Everyone, in every culture, every creed and religion, has the work of the law
written in their heart. It’s not the law, but rather the work of the law that is
written. The work of the law is that very basis by which we excuse ourselves
and accuse others, declares the apostle. That work of the law compels every
man, from young to old, to agree that there is indeed such a thing as right
and wrong.
And it matters not one whit what right and wrong. The content of the right
and wrong in the work of the law written in every man’s heart is not material
to its stated goal: condemnation.
There is not a man who ever lived who did not fail by his very own standard.
There is not a man who ever lived who has not said, “I should have, and I
did not,” and, “I should not have, and I did.” That’s the work of the law.
And it’s already written in every man’s heart. You don’t need to go out and
re-write what God has already written. Your penmanship isn’t nearly as
good as His.
Just as surely as the law of Moses was inscribed on the tablets of stone by
the finger of God Himself, so also is the work of the law inscribed in the
heart of every man by the finger of God Himself. And just as surely as the
law of Moses condemns every Jew in his failure to continue in it, so also
does the work of the law inscribed in the heart of every man condemn him
in his failure to continue in it.
If any man says he does not believe in the reality of an inwardly written right
or wrong, you need only strike him once across the face to make him realize
that his real feelings on the subject of whether right and wrong really exist
are quite different than his theories.
Those who preach the law or a repentance from the sins of the law are table
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waiters of death. They need to be arrested so that their administration of
death and condemnation will cease. The law is good. Your preaching of the
law is not. Let the law condemn. It does a perfectly fine job without you.
Paul continues in his explanation of the difference between the Old and the
New:
Seeing then that we have such hope,
we use great plainness of speech:
And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face,
that the children of Israel could not stedfastly
look to the end of that which is abolished:
But their minds were blinded: for until this day
remaineth the same vail untaken away in the
reading of the old testament;
which vail is done away in Christ.
But even unto this day, when Moses is read,
the vail is upon their heart.
Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord,
the vail shall be taken away.
Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.
But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
image from glory to glory,
even as by the Spirit of the Lord.
(2 Corinthians 3:12)
What’s the operative phrase for Paul? “Not as Moses.”
Even to this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart, says
Paul. Nevertheless, if a man turns from Moses to Christ, that is, turns
from Moses and the law to where the Spirit of the Lord is, he finds the
freedom that he could never find in the law of Moses. Moses brings the law
that brings death. Jesus brings the gospel that brings life.
Who also hath made us able ministers of the
new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit:
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for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.
You may think that it’s your God-given duty to inform the sinners around
you that they’ve broken the law. But you’re wrong. You’re incapable of doing
that right. You’re not qualified. Stop thinking that that’s your calling. It
isn’t. It never was. It couldn’t be.
Stop preaching the law. God has not made us “able,” hikanoo, “qualified and
competent,” ministers of the letter, written and engraven in stones. Stop
pretending He has. You’re killing with the letter. And that’s not your job.
That’s Moses’ job. And the word that Paul instructs you with is not as
Moses.
Don’t do it like Moses. That’s not your job. Do it like Jesus. That’s your
job.
The law, the ten commandments, written and engraven in stone, is the Old
Contract. And because of sin, not a single Jew to whom it was offered was
ever able to keep it. And consequently, God withdrew Himself from fulfilling His side of the Contract.
For if that first covenant had been faultless,
then should no place have been sought for
the second. For finding fault with them,
he saith, Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord, when I will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah:
Not according to the covenant that I made with
their fathers in the day when I took them by the
hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt;
because they continued not in my covenant,
and I regarded them not, saith the Lord.
(Hebrews 8:7–9)
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers, says God.
Not like that. The New Contract is not like the Old Contract because the
Old Contract could not be kept because of sin. They continued not in my
covenant, says God. So I regarded them not. They breached the contract by
not continuing in their side of it. In other words, they failed to keep their
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side of the bargain. And what was their side of the bargain? Keep the law.
Don’t sin. Keep the law and live, said Moses.
The word “continued” is the key to understanding this passage. In the
Greek, it’s the word emmeno, “to stay in the same place.” Remember that
word when we spell out the conditions of the New Contract. That’s what
God is after. Continuance. Period.
You will be required in the New Contract, just like they were required in the
Old Contract, to continue, “to stay in the same place,” in the same condition
under which you entered the agreement, or God will find you in breach of
the New Contract just like He found the Jews in breach of the Old.
Does that make sense?
The Old Contract said “keep the law.” That was it’s sole binding condition.
They failed to keep it. And in failing to continue in it, they breached the
agreement.
So what are the conditions of the New Contract?
They are, thankfully, an entire universe away from the Old. Here’s the offer
to you, from God Himself.
For this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord;
I will put my laws into their mind, and write
them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God,
and they shall be to me a people:
And they shall not teach every man his neighbour,
and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord:
for all shall know me, from the least
to the greatest. For I will be merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins and their
iniquities will I remember no more. In that he
saith, A new covenant, he hath made the
first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth
old is ready to vanish away.
(Hebrews 8:10–13)
This is God’s one and only offer to you for a relationship with Him. This is
the New Contract. If you do not relate to Him on the basis of this Contract
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offering, you cannot relate to Him at all.
Listen very carefully to exactly what is required from you to enter this agreement, because you will be required to continue in the conditions of the Contract. If you fail to continue, you will breach the Contract.
If God says, I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, what part of that
stipulation is yours to bring to the agreement, and what part of that stipulation is God’s? That’s right: your part would be to bring your unrighteousness. His part would be to bring His mercy. And if you failed to
bring your unrighteousness, He could not possibly bring His mercy. For
on what would He lavish His mercy except your unrighteousness?
Do you understand the problem with the Pharisee? The Pharisee brings
to the table of agreement his righteousness, not his unrighteousness. And
God cannot bring His mercy, because righteousness doesn’t require mercy.
The publican, on the other hand, brings nothing to the table but his unrighteousness. And therefore, God can bring His mercy and they can make an
agreement.
What’s the second part of the New Contract? And their sins and iniquities
will I remember no more. What part of that stipulation is yours and what
part of that stipulation is Gods? You must bring your sins and iniquities,
and God will bring His non-remembrance. If you fail to bring your sins
and iniquities, what exactly would God not remember?
Do you understand the problem with the Pharisee? He wants God to remember His righteous deeds. Not forget his sins and iniquities. But that’s
not the agreement that God is offering. Not even close.
God will only enter the agreement if you bring your unrighteousness, your
sins, and your iniquities. That’s your side of the bargain. You don’t have
anything else. Do you understand? God will only agree to be in a relationship with you under those specific conditions. That’s the New Contract.
There is no other. Take it or leave it.
But there is another consideration concerning the Contract. You must continue in it. And that’s where many go wrong. They make the agreement,
and then breach it by failing to continue, “to stay in the same place” required
to enter the Contract in the first place.
Paul upbraids the Galatians for beginning in the New Covenant but vacat-
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ing it by going back to the Old:
O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you,
that ye should not obey the truth, before whose
eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth,
crucified among you?
This only would I learn of you, Received ye the
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing
of faith? Are ye so foolish?
having begun in the Spirit,
are ye now made perfect by the flesh?
(Galatians 3:1–3)
It is witchery, says Paul. You’re under an evil spell. You are foolish beyond
imagining to think that you could begin in an agreement with God one way,
and continue in the exact opposite way. Paul continues:
For as many as are of the works of the law are
under the curse: for it is written, Cursed
is every one that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law
to do them. But that no man is justified by
the law in the sight of God, it is evident:
for, The just shall live by faith.
And the law is not of faith:
but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for us: for it is written,
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:
That the blessing of Abraham might come on the
Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
Brethren, I speak after the manner of men;
Though it be but a man’s covenant, yet if it be
confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth
thereto. Now to Abraham and his seed were the
promises made. He saith not, And to seeds,
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as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed,
which is Christ. And this I say, that the covenant,
that was confirmed before of God in Christ,
the law, which was four hundred and thirty
years after, cannot disannul,
that it should make the promise of none effect.
For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more
of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise.
Wherefore then serveth the law? It was
added because of transgressions,
till the seed should come to whom
the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels
in the hand of a mediator.
Is the law then against the promises of God?
God forbid: for if there had been a law given
which could have given life,
verily righteousness should have been by the law.
But the scripture hath concluded all under sin,
that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ
might be given to them that believe.
But before faith came, we were kept under the law,
shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be
revealed. Wherefore the law was our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ,
that we might be justified by faith.
But after that faith is come,
we are no longer under a schoolmaster.
(Galatians 3:10–25)
Those who would have you obey the works of the law have put you back
under Moses’ agreement, the very agreement that no man can keep. And if
you attempt to keep that agreement and fail to do so, according to Paul, all
the curses of that agreement must come upon you.
If the agreement is by law, by works, says Paul, it cannot be by faith. The
law is not of faith.
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We must continue in faith, not in law. The law is the doing of righteousness. Faith is only the promise of a future righteousness. If you would have
righteousness now, like the Pharisee, it must be by the law. It cannot be by
faith.
Christ is become of no effect unto you,
whosoever of you are justified by the law;
ye are fallen from grace.
For we through the Spirit wait for the hope
of righteousness by faith.
(Galatians 5:4–5)
When you fall, you always fall down. Never up. You fall from grace, down
to the keeping of the law. You fall from God’s reckoning, imputing, and
counting of the righteousness of grace, down to the earning, deserving, and
indebtedness of the righteousness of the law. You fall from having God put
His robe of righteousness over your dirty body, to putting your own robe of
righteousness over your self-cleaned body. You fall from the kisses of your
father on your dirty neck, to the refusal of his kisses on your self-cleaned
neck.
In order for God to continue in His side of the New Agreement, you must
be willing to continue in your side. His side is mercy and non-remembrance.
Your side is unrighteousness and sins and iniquities.
That’s why the breast-smiting confession of the publican is the continuing confession of the New Contract. That’s why Paul, and every man who
would continue in relationship with God, cries out continually, “O wretched
man that I am.”
O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me
from the body of this death? I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then
with the mind I myself serve the law of God;
but with the flesh the law of sin.
(Romans 7:24–25)
Those who would confess that they are presently righteous abrogate the
New Contract. They cannot abide in relationship with God. The New
Contract is only for the unrighteous. It is never for the righteous.
But many would protest this viewpoint by posing Paul’s question to the
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Romans: What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may
abound? (Romans 6:1) And they do indeed quote his question correctly,
but not, I think, with understanding.
Paul’s question is framed not as “do we have the inherent capacity for sin?”
and “is grace available at all times to super-abundantly meet and overwhelm
that sinful capacity?” because his answer to that question would obviously
have been “Yes and more than yes!” And his question is not “will we sin at
any time in the future?” and “will grace super-abound to our forgiveness if
we do?” because the answer to that question would also be a resounding
“Yes, we will, and yes, it will!”
But rather his question is posed much like if someone were to ask you,
“Shall we dance?” They’re not asking, “Do you have the ability to dance?”
or “Have you ever at any time in the past or will you ever at anytime in the
future dance?” They’re asking, “Do you want to dance right now?”
Paul is asking whether or not we should make a plan, right now, to continue
to sin in order to get the grace that we need and desire from God. And the
obvious answer to that question is a resounding ‘no.’ But the reason for the
answer is not as obvious as the answer itself.
Paul asks this question in response to information he has just communicated in the preceding verses of chapter 5, particularly the last three verses
of that chapter.
For as by one man’s disobedience many
were made sinners, so by the obedience
of one shall many be made righteous.
Moreover the law entered, that the offence
might abound. But where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound:
That as sin hath reigned unto death,
even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life by
Jesus Christ our Lord.
(Romans 5:19–21)
By whose disobedience were many made sinners? The answer is, according to Paul, by Adam’s disobedience. His disobedience is purely past-tense.
That’s a done deal. And by Whose obedience shall many be made righteous?
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The answer is, of course, by Christ’s obedience. And our being made righteous is purely future tense. That is not yet a done deal. The just, that
is, the righteous, shall live by faith, says the apostle. And faith is strictly a
promise of things not yet fulfilled, the substance of things only hoped for
and the evidence of things not yet seen. If you’re still hoping for it, and if you
haven’t seen it yet, it’s still in the future. That full and present persuasion of
a promise not yet fulfilled is the very definition of faith. And nothing else
pleases God but that.
But then Paul says the law entered to make a complete mess of things. The
law came to make sin abound. But, thanks be to God, grace came in and
out-abounded sin, so that even though sin used to reign unto death, now
grace reigns unto eternal life. Sin used to sit on the throne, but now grace
does. And here is where the confusion lies:
Paul says grace now reigns through righteousness unto eternal life.
But whose righteousness is he referring to? Yours or Christ’s? Through
whose righteousness does grace now reign unto eternal life? Yours or His?
Didn’t he just say that because of Adam’s disobedience you were made a
sinner? Do you think he is now saying that by your righteousness grace will
reign unto eternal life? He says very plainly that you’re the sinner. And
very plainly that Christ is the righteous. If he’s referring to grace “reigning
by your own righteousness,” then the next sentence in which he asks the
question, shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? makes absolutely
no sense whatsoever. But if he’s referring to Christ’s righteousness through
which grace is reigning, then it makes perfect sense.
Paul’s answer to his own rhetorical question is emphatic. Shall we sin that
grace may abound? God forbid!
But why shall we not sin? Shall we not make a plan to sin because we are
now righteous? Because we now pull ourselves up by our spiritual bootstraps and decide, “I’m just not going to sin anymore”?
No. Quite the opposite actually. Paul says we shall not continue in sin
because we’re dead. And the dead do not sin.
In the ten sentences that follow, including the very one where he emphatically asserts that we should not make a plan to sin, he uses the words death,
dead or died nine times, and in the one sentence where he doesn’t use the
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word death, he uses the two words crucified and destroyed. Close enough.
We don’t make a plan for sin not because we are righteous, Paul insists, but
because we are dead.
What shall we say then? Shall we continue
in sin, that grace may abound?
God forbid. How shall we, that are dead
to sin, live any longer therein?
Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? Therefore we
are buried with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life.
For if we have been planted together in
the likeness of his death, we shall be also
in the likeness of his resurrection:
Knowing this, that our old man is crucified
with him, that the body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.
Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that
we shall also live with him:
Knowing that Christ being raised from the
dead dieth no more; death hath no
more dominion over him. For in that he died,
he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth,
he liveth unto God.
Likewise reckon ye also
yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(Romans 6:1–11)
Why do we not sin? Not because we are alive and reigning through our
own righteous behavior. But rather, because we are dead.
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He that is dead is freed from sin.

Paul says the law has dominion over a man so long as he lives (Romans
7:1). But when that man is dead, the law’s dominion is done. If in the
course of a crime, the perpetrator is shot and killed, he never goes to trial
afterward. The law is finished with him. It has extracted from him the
maximum penalty. There is no more price to pay. So it is with us. Only in
our case, the law did not extract from us the maximum penalty. It rather
extracted it from Christ in our stead. He died unto sin once. But being
raised, he dies no more. And in that He lives, He now lives unto God,
declares Paul.
And then the apostle gets right down to the heart of the reason why we
do not plan to sin anymore: likewise, he says, reckon yourselves to be dead
unto sin, but alive unto God through Christ.
It’s not that we’re already dead to sin. That’s not what he’s saying. He is
saying that we must reckon ourselves dead unto sin. To reckon is to count
a thing which is not as though it already is. A reckoning is a future reality,
not a present one. Count it this way, says Paul.
On the other hand, you are, right now, in reality, at the present, indeed,
dead to the law by the body of Christ.
Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become
dead to the law by the body of Christ;
that ye should be married to another,
even to him who is raised from the dead,
that we should bring forth fruit unto God.
(Romans 7:4)
But you are not dead to sin. Not yet. That is why you must reckon yourself
dead indeed unto sin. You reckon it because, at present, it is not so.
And how do we accomplish that? Paul continues in the same passage:
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body,
that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.
Neither yield ye your members as instruments
of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves
unto God, as those that are alive from the dead,
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and your members as instruments of
righteousness unto God.
For sin shall not have dominion over you:
for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
What then? shall we sin, because we are not
under the law, but under grace? God forbid.
Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves
servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom
ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness? But God be
thanked, that ye were the servants of sin,
but ye have obeyed from the heart that form
of doctrine which was delivered you.
Being then made free from sin, ye became
the servants of righteousness. I speak after
the manner of men because of the infirmity
of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your
members servants to uncleanness and to
iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your
members servants to righteousness unto holiness.
For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free
from righteousness. What fruit had ye then in
those things whereof ye are now ashamed?
for the end of those things is death.
But now being made free from sin, and become
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness,
and the end everlasting life.
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(Romans 6:12–23)
Sin shall not have dominion over you, not because you now keep the law,
but rather, because you’re not even under the law, but under grace. How
can you be under the law, the apostle reasons, if you’re dead? The law has
no dominion over the dead. And if you’re in Christ, then you’re dead.
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And if Christ be in you, the body
is dead because of sin; but the Spirit
is life because of righteousness.
(Romans 8:10)

Dead to the law because of sin, reckoning yourself dead indeed to sin, and
simultaneously spiritually alive to God through Christ. Dead and alive at
the very same time.
There are two practical aspects of this living-death: first, do not let sin reign,
“be the king,” that you should obey it as your king. The word obey is not
an obedience by compulsion, but rather a willing obedience. In the Greek,
hupakouo means “to hear under (as a subordinate), i.e. to listen attentively;
by implication, to heed or conform to a command or authority: hearken,
be obedient to, obey.” Paul says that the law of sin that is in his members
compels him, against his will, to do those things that he does not want to
do.
But sin, taking occasion by the commandment,
wrought in me all manner of concupiscence.
For without the law sin was dead.
For I was alive without the law once: but when
the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.
And the commandment, which was ordained to life,
I found to be unto death. For sin, taking occasion
by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me.
Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment
holy, and just, and good. Was then that which is
good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin,
that it might appear sin, working death in me by
that which is good; that sin by the commandment
might become exceeding sinful. For we know that
the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under
sin. For that which I do I allow not: for what I
would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.
If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto
the law that it is good. Now then it is no more I
that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. For I know
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that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good
thing: for to will is present with me; but how to
perform that which is good I find not. For the good
that I would I do not: but the evil which I would
not, that I do. Now if I do that I would not, it is
no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.
I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil
is present with me.
(Romans 7:8–21)
You may still be the reluctant servant of sin, but don’t any longer be the
willing, attentive, eager servant of sin.
Second, neither yield your members to sin and its causes. Yield, paristemi, is
“to stand beside so as to recommend, to proffer,” that is, to offer for approval.
No longer willingly serve sin as your master, but rather, yield your members
to Christ. Stand beside now “so as to recommend” Christ instead.
Can you reckon yourself dead indeed unto sin? Yes, you can. And you
must. And can you reckon yourself alive unto God through Christ Jesus?
Yes, you can. And you must. And can you stop “standing beside so as to
recommend” sin as its eager and willing servant and instead now recommend Christ? Yes, you can. And you must. And can you acknowledge that
it is the righteousness of Christ alone and not your own righteousness that
will ultimately bring you to eternal life? Yes you can. And you must.
But can you, or will you, or must you, never sin again in order to be His
faithful and pleasing servant? Of course not. And those who would tell you
that you must, or imply that you must, or even fail to tell you differently,
lie.
Like all Pharisees, they lie.
Faith is righteousness by promise. And the promise is much like a written
check. The check is a promise of things to come, but not those very things
themselves. If the writer of the check is trustworthy, the check will cause
the same rejoicing as the cashing of the check.
God promises righteousness. You have His word on it. And God has never
bounced a check. Not once. Heaven and earth will pass away, but His word
will never pass away. But until Christ returns and the Permanent replaces
the substitute, the check will have to be enough. And if you try to cash that
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check drawn on a future righteousness now, by the law, then He will refuse
to honor it at His return.
Abraham is our example of faith. Faith, because it is the reckoning, imputing and counting of what is not really there yet, requires a contradiction of
circumstance to be activated. Such was the case of Abraham:
For the promise, that he should be the heir of
the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed,
through the law, but through the righteousness of
faith. For if they which are of the law be heirs,
faith is made void, and the promise made of none
effect: Because the law worketh wrath:
for where no law is, there is no transgression.
Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace;
to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed;
not to that only which is of the law, but to
that also which is of the faith of Abraham;
who is the father of us all, (As it is written,
I have made thee a father of many nations,)
before him whom he believed, even God,
who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those
things which be not as though they were.
Who against hope believed in hope,
that he might become the father of many nations;
according to that which was spoken, So shall thy
seed be. And being not weak in faith,
he considered not his own body now dead,
when he was about an hundred years old,
neither yet the deadness of Sara’s womb:
He staggered not at the promise of God
through unbelief; but was strong in faith,
giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded
that, what he had promised, he was able also
to perform. And therefore it was imputed
to him for righteousness.
(Romans 4:13–22)
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God waits until the circumstances of Abraham’s life make the fulfillment of
his promise impossible in natural terms. Hundred year old men with deadwombed wives do not become fathers of many nations. That’s impossible.
And that’s exactly the way God wants it: impossible.
But astonishingly, Abraham believes God anyway. And his faith is counted
as righteousness. And that’s the same offer God makes to you.
Your contradicting circumstance is that you are impossibly unrighteous.
And impossibly sinful and iniquitous. And God says to you, right in the
big middle of your utterly contradicting impossibility, For I will be merciful
to your unrighteousness, and your sins and your iniquities will I remember
no more.
God only makes one offer: you be the sinner, continually, and Christ will
be the Righteous. Begin as a sinner. Remain a sinner. And like Abraham,
believe what God offers you in the New Contract. And your faith will be
counted unto you, just like Abraham’s was unto him, as righteousness.
I tell you, this man went down to his house justified
rather than the other: for every one that exalteth
himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth
himself shall be exalted.
(Luke 18:14)
The sinful publican goes home justified. He has the righteousness of God.
It is counted, imputed, reckoned, not present, only future, by promise, by
faith.
The ‘righteous’ Pharisee goes home condemned. He only has his own righteousness. It is earned, seen, worked-for, present, not by promise, not by
faith.
And that righteousness is no righteousness at all.
My thoughts are not your thoughts, says God. Not one. Not ever.

Chapter 17
The Contradiction of Judgment
Across the United States, anywhere you go, courtrooms are set up in pretty
much the same working fashion. Whether big city or small municipality,
inside the courtroom there’s always a special place for the two lawyers, the
prosecuting attorney and the defense attorney. And there’s always a special
place for the judge, usually on an elevated dais above the rest of the room.
And then, of course, there’s always a special place for the accused, right next
to his defending attorney.
And let’s imagine for a moment that you have been accused of a crime, and
into that typical courtroom you walk. And let’s imagine that instead of
turning left at the end of the aisle to take your appointed seat beside your
defense attorney, you march straight ahead, right past the big burly bailiff,
up onto the raised platform, and sit down in the judge’s seat.
And let’s imagine that you pick up the judge’s gavel, pound it one hard time,
and in a loud voice say, “Let’s get this show on the road!”
Can you imagine yourself ever really doing that?
Probably not.
But why not?
Because first of all, if you did, you know you would look like a complete
idiot. An absolute, unfettered, moronic buffoon. And you don’t want to
look like an idiot. And second, you know that that big burly bailiff you
295
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passed on the way up to your bit of elevated folly would show you exactly
why he’s so big and burly. He would arrest you. Forcefully. Probably with
bad intentions as he proceeded to carry out his sworn duty. And you don’t
want to get arrested. Especially not by that guy. And then of course, you
also know that when the real judge took his seat, you would be charged
with at least two additional crimes: one for contempt of court and another
for impersonating an officer of the court. And you don’t want to be charged
with any additional crimes.
And on top of looking like a total idiot, being accosted by Big Burly Bob the
Bailiff, and charged with more crimes than you came in with, you also know
you would immediately become the laughingstock of your whole town.
“I was there and I actually saw that knuckleheaded nincompoop gaveling
down the audience from right up there in the judge’s chair,” they would
laugh and hoot and yuk it up as they rehearsed your folly at all the local
watering holes that evening. And when your wife heard about it, she would
cry. If she had always secretly feared you were a fool, this would be the
final and irrefutable proof that she was right. And your kids would have to
change schools. Because all the other kids would unmercifully mock them
with that old refrain of “Here comes the judge!” every time they saw them.
And the local TV station, and maybe even Fox News, would run a feature
piece on you. “Idiot Has His Day in Court” the headline would read. The
pictures and the grainy phone video would make you look all the more hilarious in your moment of judicial triumph.
And in your jail cell, you would sit alone and wonder why in the world you
ever made such a boneheaded life-changing mistake.
And that’s why you would never even imagine doing such a stupid thing.
But the same thing that multiplied millions of self-named Christians would
never even imagine doing, even in their local, one-horse municipal court,
they do with absolute and brazen impunity every single day in the hallowed
Court of God.
And nobody arrests them. And nobody charges them with a crime. And
nobody laughs. And Fox News doesn’t even think it’s newsworthy.
Here’s the real contradictory truth on the subject of judgment: God has
a Court. And in God’s Court, you’ve already been charged with a crime.
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And in God’s Court, you really are the defendant. And in God’s Court
you’re already guilty.
Now we know that what things soever
the law saith, it saith to them who
are under the law: that every mouth may
be stopped, and all the world may become
guilty before God.
(Romans 3:19)
Everything that the law is saying, what things soever the law saith, it is saying
to those who are under the law. That’s you.
And everything the law is saying, it is saying to accomplish one singular
purpose: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become
guilty before God. That is, to make you shut up and be guilty.
In the Court of Heaven, everybody is the defendant. That includes you.
The arrest warrant has already been issued for you. The Court summons is
already on record for you. And in that Court, just like any other court, you
have a specially assigned seat.
And no, it’s not the one in which the Judge sits.
But nevertheless, in the Court of Heaven, every day, many keep marching right past their assigned seat beside their Lawyer, right past the HolySpirit-Bailiff, up above everyone else in the Courtroom, and taking the
Judge’s seat. Day after day after day. And day after day they dispense their
judgments, exactly like the real Judge.
But this is what they’re probably not aware of: in the United States legal
system, if you impersonate an officer of the court, you get anywhere from
two to thirty years in prison, depending on how much damage you’ve done
with your impersonation.
So here’s my question:
If you get two to thirty years in prison for impersonating an officer in this
world’s courts, what do you think you get for impersonating God?
How much damage do you think you could accomplish in an entire lifetime
of sitting the Judge’s seat, judging your fellow defendants?
The apostle Paul actually has an answer to that question. It’s found in his
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letter to the Romans. Paul ends the first chapter of Romans by giving a
long list of all manner of crimes that men are charged with in the Court of
God. He runs the gamut from disobedience-to-parents to murder. The list
is not exhaustive. It’s just a sampling. Paul says that when men exchanged
the truth for the lie, here’s what they got in its place:
Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more
than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.
For this cause God gave them up unto vile
affections: for even their women did change
the natural use into that which is against
nature: And likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman,
burned in their lust one toward another;
men with men working that which is unseemly,
and receiving in themselves that recompence
of their error which was meet.
And even as they did not like to retain God
in their knowledge, God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which
are not convenient; Being filled with all
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness,
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy,
murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,
Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud,
boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents, Without understanding,
covenantbreakers, without natural affection,
implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the
judgment of God, that they which
commit such things are worthy of death,
not only do the same, but have pleasure
in them that do them.
(Romans 1:25–32)
Paul ends chapter one on that happy note. A veritable laundry list of charges,
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all worthy of death. And most self-named Christians say “Amen, brother,”
because they think they are not on the list. But astonishingly, Paul says all
of that to say this, in the very first verse of chapter two:
Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man,
whosoever thou art that judgest:
for wherein thou judgest another,
thou condemnest thyself; for thou
that judgest doest the same things. But we are
sure that the judgment of God is according to
truth against them which commit such things.
And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest
them which do such things, and doest the same,
that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?
Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness
and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to
repentance? but after thy hardness and
impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself
wrath against the day of wrath and
revelation of the righteous judgment of God...
(Romans 2:1–5)
The point of the list is to establish Who is the Judge and who is the defendant. God is the Judge. And you are the defendant. And because you, O
man, whosoever thou art that judgest, are the defendant, says Paul, you are
inexcusable when you sit in the Judge’s seat to judge anyone else for their
sins.
The word “inexcusable” is the Greek word anapologetos, meaning “indefensible.”
Listen carefully: in any courtroom, judgment must emanate from the judge’s
seat. Judgment cannot be pronounced from anywhere else in the courtroom. If it is, it is simply not valid.
Do you understand the problem with that?
In Heaven’s Courtroom, if you sit in the Judges seat, you cannot also, si-
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multaneously, sit in the defendant’s seat. And if you do not sit in the defendant’s seat, you cannot be defended. And if you cannot be defended, you
are automatically condemned.
In Heaven’s courtroom, just like in an earthly courtroom, if you, the defendant, are also acting as judge, you are sitting in an “indefensible” position.
Unlike our courts where you enter under the presumption of innocence
until proven guilty, you enter the Court of Heaven already proven guilty.
That every mouth may be stopped,
and all the world may become guilty before God.
You’re already guilty. Your guilt was never in question.
We have, says the Apostle John, a defense attorney, an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous (1 John 2:1). And He wins every case He
defends. But He can only defend those who by the law have been brought
to muted guilt, and who, upon entering the Court, take their appointed
place in the defendant’s seat.
Those who would bypass the defendant’s seat and sit in the Judge’s seat
have, by doing so, adjudged themselves to be neither muted nor guilty. And
therein lies their certain condemnation. They are in contempt of Heaven’s
Court. And they are guilty of impersonating God.
And that’s exactly what the Pharisees do. Jesus said, The scribes and the
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat (Matthew 23:2).
Go figure. It would appear that sitting in Moses’ seat of judgment, according to Jesus, is not a good thing to do. According to Jesus, it almost sounds
like the only person who should be sitting in Moses’ seat is Moses himself.
And it certainly doesn’t sound like Jesus Himself is sitting in the seat of
Moses. Nor does it sound like Jesus is encouraging any of His followers to
sit in that seat either.
Nevertheless, the Pharisees sit there day after day, dispensing the judgments of God, just as though they had been empowered by the Court to
do so.
They defend their judgments of others by insisting that Paul is really only
talking to those who would hypocritically judge others. As long as you’re
not a hypocrite, they insist, it is not only your right to sit in the Judge’s seat
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and judge the sins of others, it is your very God-given responsibility.
The only ones not allowed to judge, according to their argument, are those
who doest the same things. In other words, they are allowed to judge because, according to them, they are not on Paul’s list of sins at all. We’ll see
in a moment if that holds up in close inspection.
But before we actually examine the list to see if you’re on it, think about this:
Paul is laying out an argument that begins in chapter one of Romans and
culminates in chapter three. His argument concerns the guilt of absolutely
everyone in the whole world. No exceptions: the Jew, the Gentile, those who
have the law, those who don’t have the law, all, according to Paul’s argument,
are equally guilty before God.
He climaxes his argument that the entire world lies under the damning
indictment of the law by charging all of humanity with the following:
As it is written, There is none righteous,
no, not one:
There is none that understandeth, there is none
that seeketh after God.
They are all gone out of the way,
they are together become unprofitable;
there is none that doeth good, no, not one.
Their throat is an open sepulchre;
with their tongues they have used deceit;
the poison of asps is under their lips:
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:
Their feet are swift to shed blood:
Destruction and misery are in their ways:
And the way of peace have they not known:
There is no fear of God before their eyes.
Now we know that what things soever the law
saith, it saith to them who are under the law:
that every mouth may be stopped,
and all the world may become guilty before God.
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no
flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law
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is the knowledge of sin.

(Romans 3:10–12)

Everyone, without one single exception, is guilty.
Now think about that for a minute: do you really think that, while Paul is
on his way to indicting the entire world as being guilty before God, without
one single exception, he actually pauses in chapter two to make sure you
know that as long as you’re not a hypocrite, you can go right ahead and
judge your fellow sinners guilty of sin and worthy of death? Would that
make any sense at all?
Do you really think Paul is saying, “I know you’re not righteous, I know you
don’t seek God, I know you don’t understand anything, you’re altogether
lost and worthless, you’re no good, your throat is an open grave, every word
you speak is deceitful and poisonous, I know your mouth is full of nothing
but cursing and bitterness, your feet are swift to shed blood, destruction
and misery are your only paths, you have no peace with God nor fear of
God, but hey, as long as you’re not hypocritical when you do it, by all means,
go right ahead and judge all the real sinners around you!”
Do you really think he’s talking about everyone but you? Do you really
think that he is saying that you who are worthy of death have every right to
judge others who are also worthy of death? Does one guilty defendant ever
get to be the judge of another guilty defendant?
Are you kidding? What kind of Court are you running here?
Listen carefully: unless you sit in the seat of the defendant, and only the seat
of the defendant, you cannot be defended. Your position in the Judge’s seat,
Paul insists, is indefensible.
And as the defendant, do you think that if your Lawyer secures your pardon, He would suddenly appoint you to the bench to now be the judge? Or
would He rather send you out as a sinner-acquitted-by-grace to try to get
other guilty sinners to come and sit in the defendant’s seat beside Him?
You have no position in this Court except defendant. Shut up. Be guilty.
Get grace. And leave. And next time you come to Court, bring another
guilty defendant with you so the process can be repeated. Nobody wants
to hear your second-hand judgments in your best voice-of-God impersonation. God does a very good job of judging with absolutely no help from
you.
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But back to the list. First of all, the list of sins that Paul enumerates is not
exhaustive. I don’t see child molestation on the list. I don’t even see lying
or adultery on the list.
Read it again:
And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them
which do such things, and doest the same,
that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?
The confusion of the judgmental Pharisee’s argument lies in the word “same.”
They think that God’s condemnation for judgment is only upon those who
would judge others while at the same time, hypocritically doing the very
same thing. But the word translated same here is the Greek word autos,
“the reflexive pronoun for self, used of the third person.” The Greek word
autos refers, in this case, to you.
So here’s what Paul is actually saying: “Do you think, O man, that judgest
them which practice sin (prasso, ‘to perform something repeatedly or habitually’), while you sin even once (poieo, ‘referring to a single act’), that you
will escape the righteous judgment of God?”
And of course, the answer is no. No you can’t and no you won’t. Paul insists
that whatever sin is in you will be judged exactly as the sin in anyone else
will be judged. There is no double standard, one for the really bad practicing
sinners, and one for you who only sin once.
Do you really think that when they brought the woman caught in the very
act of adultery to Jesus that He was saying, “Whoever is without adultery
among you, let him cast the first stone”? Do you really think that if adultery hadn’t been on their own personal résumés that He would have authorized her stoning? Do you really think He was saying, “Only the nonhypocritical, non-adulterers have the right to stone her”? Listen again:
So when they continued asking him,
he lifted up himself, and said unto them,
He that is without sin among you,
let him first cast a stone at her.
( John 8:7)
His words are plain. He that is without sin among you, anamartetos, “having no sin.” There’s a new standard for judgment in town, says Jesus. It’s
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sinlessness. And if you’re not sinless yourself, shut up about anyone else’s
sins.
How do we know for certain that if you’re not hypocritically guilty of the
same sin, it’s perfectly alright to go ahead and judge other sinners? Because
Jesus Himself was not guilty of adultery and He didn’t judge. Jesus wasn’t
guilty of any sin. And He still didn’t judge. If He doesn’t, how is it that you
do? If the sinless Christ doesn’t judge sinners, how is it that you who are
not sinless still do?
And Jesus said unto her,
Neither do I condemn thee:
go, and sin no more.

( John 8:11)

Jesus is saying to the woman, caught in the very act of adultery, Neither do
I condemn thee. Are you saying the same thing to the sinners around you?
If you’re not, why are you not? Why are you not saying exactly the same
thing that the sinless and non-hypocritical Christ is saying? Do you not
understand? If you are condemning others for their sins, He will have to
condemn you for your sins. Is that what you really want?
Do you not understand? You are the woman caught in adultery. It’s you
who are the sinner. The law has brought you before Christ and cast you
down at His feet. The law is demanding your death. It’s not just her. It’s
you as well. It’s you lying there at His feet, caught in the very act of your
sin, awaiting His pronouncement. Do you not understand? Whatever you
pronounce on her, He must also pronounce on you!
For with what judgment ye judge,
ye shall be judged:
and with what measure ye mete,
it shall be measured to you again.

(Matthew 7:2)

Do you not understand? With whatever ruler you measure others, God
will measure you. If you measure with the law, you will be measured with
the law. Is that what you really want? Do you think you can measure people
around you with the law and then not be measured with the law yourself?
Do you think that if you’re measured by the law, you’ll actually measure up?
Jesus said, Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.
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Measure with mercy. So you’ll be measured with mercy. Equally guilty
defendants should extend mercy to other equally guilty defendants in hopes
of receiving mercy from the Court themselves.
Judge not, and ye shall not be judged:
condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned:
forgive, and ye shall be forgiven.
(Luke 6:36–37)
Judge and you’ll be judged. Condemn and you’ll be condemned. Forgive
and you’ll be forgiven. That’s how Jesus tells it. Do you tell it differently?
And again Jesus says, Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man ( John 8:15).
Jesus judges no man. How is it that you still do?
Who knowing the judgment of God,
that they which commit such things are
worthy of death, not only do the same,
but have pleasure in them that do them.
(Romans 1:32)
Whose judgment is it anyway? It’s God’s judgment. It’s not Bob’s judgment.
It will never be Bob’s judgment. Bob is not God and Bob will never be God.
And who is worthy of death? Bob is. All who do such things, “things like
these,” are worthy of death. And who is it that does “things like these”? All
have sinned and come short of the glory of God. And all means all. And all
includes you.
Do you not understand? You’re on the list. Don’t say you’re not. You sin.
Don’t say you don’t. You’re guilty. Don’t say you’re not. By the law, you’re
guilty. And by the law, you are worthy of death. You cannot exempt yourself. You are the defendant in this courtroom. It’s not the adulteress. It’s
not the homosexual. It’s not the abortion doctor or the Taliban. In your
courtroom, where you’re being tried, no one else is on trial but you. Just
you. So shut up and be guilty. Stop talking about anyone else’s sins. In this
Courtroom you’re not even allowed to speak.
And if we can still hear you talking in this Courtroom, we’ll know you’ve
taken the wrong seat.
But, some may protest, did not Jesus Himself tell us to judge? Yes, He did.
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But not in the way that you think:
Judge not according to the appearance,
but judge righteous judgment.
( John 7:24)
The Greek word for appearance is the word opsis. It means “properly, sight
(the act), i.e. (by implication) the visage, an external show: appearance,
countenance.” It comes from the word optanomai, meaning, “to gaze (i.e.
with wide-open eyes, as at something remarkable).” Obviously, according
to Jesus, a judgment based on what you “see” cannot be a righteous judgment. And conversely, a righteous judgment cannot be based on what simply “appears.”
The context for His statement is a comparison of what can only be “seen”
in the law and what He Himself is doing that “appears” to be contrary to
the law:
Did not Moses give you the law,
and yet none of you keepeth the law?
Why go ye about to kill me?
The people answered and said,
Thou hast a devil: who goeth about to kill thee?
Jesus answered and said unto them,
I have done one work, and ye all marvel.
Moses therefore gave unto you circumcision;
(not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers;)
and ye on the sabbath day circumcise a man.
If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision,
that the law of Moses should not be broken;
are ye angry at me, because I have made
a man every whit whole on the sabbath day?
Judge not according to the appearance,
but judge righteous judgment.
( John 7:19–24)
The same problem Jesus had with His audience that day is the same problem that remains with some of His audience today: they believed then, and
they still believe now, that the righteousness of God can be found in the
law. Paul however, says that’s impossible:
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Now we know that what things soever the
law saith, it saith to them who are under
the law: that every mouth may be stopped,
and all the world may become
guilty before God.
Therefore by the deeds of the law there
shall no flesh be justified in his sight:
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.
But now the righteousness of God without
the law is manifested, being witnessed
by the law and the prophets;
Even the righteousness of God which is by
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all
them that believe: for there is no difference:
For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God;
Being justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
Whom God hath set forth to be a
propitiation through faith in his blood,
to declare his righteousness for the
remission of sins that are past,
through the forbearance of God;
To declare, I say, at this time his
righteousness: that he might be just, and
the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
Where is boasting then? It is excluded.
By what law? of works?
Nay: but by the law of faith.
Therefore we conclude that a man is justified
by faith without the deeds of the law.
(Romans 3:19–28)
But now, “just now,” finally, at this present moment, the righteousness of
God without the law is manifested, declares Paul. Without is the Greek
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word choris, “at a space, i.e. separately or apart from (often as preposition):
beside, by itself, without,” from the word chora, “through the idea of empty
expanse; room, i.e. a space of territory.”
Stop looking for the righteousness of God in the law. It cannot be found
there. The righteousness of God is found to be an entire immeasurable
universe away from where we would expect it to be. The apostle declares
that the righteousness of God is finally revealed, not in the law, but in the
gospel:
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth;
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
For therein is the righteousness of God
revealed from faith to faith:
as it is written, The just shall live by faith.
(Romans 1:16)
Therein, alone, in the gospel, is the righteousness of God revealed from faith
to faith. It is not revealed, has never been revealed, and cannot be revealed,
from law to law.
Amazingly, the word is, from the phrase therein is the righteousness of God,
is the word apokalupto, “to take off the cover, i.e. disclose: reveal.” Paul uses
the same word apokalupto again when he says it is “revealed” from faith to
faith. In other words, in the gospel alone, without the law, apart from the
law, separate by an entire universe of territory from the law, the righteousness of God is finally “unconcealed.” And it is unconcealed only “from”
faith, and only “to” faith.
That means any evidence gathered by sight, by appearance, gathered from
the law which does not manifest the righteousness of God, can never be the
basis for a truly righteous judgment. Stop judging by the law. It’s not a righteous judgment. It can never be a righteous judgment. Do you think your
Lord Jesus judged by the law? If He had, not only would the adulterous
woman have been stoned to death, but so would you be.
Start judging by faith. If the just shall “live by faith,” and if the just shall
“walk by faith,” and if the “word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in thy
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heart, that is, the word of faith which we preach,” as the apostle Paul insists
it is, then would it also not make sense that the just shall also “judge by
faith” and not by sight?
Whatsoever is not of faith, is sin (Romans 14:23). And the law is not of
faith (Galatians 3:12). Is the law sin? Of course not. But the doing of the
law for righteousness, and the preaching of the law for righteousness, and
the judging of the law for righteousness, is. The word “sin” simply means
“to miss the mark.” And all judgments based on the appearance of those
things in the law and not on faith miss the mark entirely.
How different is it to judge by appearance rather than to judge a righteous
judgment?
The one who judges by appearance opens his ignorant mouth to pollyparrot the law and declare, “See the publicans and the harlots over there?
They cannot go into the kingdom of God.”
But astonishingly, the One who judges a righteous judgment says something altogether different. In fact, He speaks an utter contradiction to the
one who judges by appearance:
Jesus saith unto them,
Verily I say unto you, That the publicans
and the harlots go into the kingdom
of God before you.
(Matthew 21:31)
“But,” others will protest, “the same apostle Paul also said:
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived:
neither fornicators, nor idolaters,
nor adulterers, nor effeminate,
nor abusers of themselves with mankind,
Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards,
nor revilers, nor extortioners,
shall inherit the kingdom of God.
(1 Corinthians 6:9–10)
Do you think that Paul has given here an exhaustive list of all those who
will not inherit the kingdom? I don’t see murder, lying, or stealing on this
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list. Do you think that these special ten categories that he mentions are the
only ones who shall not inherit the kingdom?
Actually, quite to the contrary, he begins his statement with the all encompassing, sweeping and grand generalization, that it is the unrighteous that
shall not inherit the kingdom. Paul has already informed you elsewhere that
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. There is none righteous,
no, not one. Are you actually pointing your finger at someone other than
yourself and concluding, “That is the kind of behavior that will keep you
out of the kingdom?”
If that’s really what Paul is saying, then when he describes to these same
Corinthians one among them who is actually committing adultery with
his own father’s wife, then, of course, he would conclude that such an one
couldn’t possibly be a Christian. Right? After all, one who would do such
a sinful thing, according to your exclusionary interpretation of the words
above, could not possibly be one of the heirs to the kingdom. Right?
But that’s not what he says at all:
It is reported commonly that there is
fornication among you, and such fornication
as is not so much as named among the
Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife.
And ye are puffed up, and have not rather
mourned, that he that hath done this deed
might be taken away from among you.
For I verily, as absent in body, but present
in spirit, have judged already, as though
I were present, concerning him that hath
so done this deed, In the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered
together, and my spirit, with the power
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
To deliver such an one unto Satan
for the destruction of the flesh,
that the spirit may be saved in the
day of the Lord Jesus.
(1 Corinthians 5:1–5)
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Discipline such an one to what end? That his spirit may be saved in the
day of the Lord Jesus. That’s not an instruction Paul could ever have given
concerning an unbeliever, already excluded from the kingdom because of
his behavior. I thought you said this kind couldn’t get through the door.
I thought you said He doesn’t let this kind in. Well apparently, in spite of
what you think, He did, and He does. And apparently, instead of excluding
them like you think He does, God lets them in with their present sins and
His ultimate salvation in mind, simultaneously.
Think about it: isn’t that how he let you in? with your present sins? Or are
you now sinless?
By the apostle’s own confession, he found this man’s behavior beyond abhorrent. Yet, the man was obviously a Christian, set to inherit the kingdom.
Stop confusing sanctification with justification. Stop telling all the sinners around you that they can’t be Christians and sinners at the same time.
That’s a damnable lie. Under that definition, nobody, including you, can
inherit the kingdom. That’s the Galatians, having begun in the Spirit, now
being made perfect in the flesh. That’s the Judaizers, come to bring you
back into bondage to the law of Moses which neither they nor their fathers
could keep. We wait, says Paul, by the Spirit, for the hope of righteousness. We wait for it because it is not here yet. Not even in you. Stop telling
everyone that the difference between you and the real sinners is what you
don’t do and what they do do, or vice versa. The only difference between
you and the one who is not a Christian is the imputed, reckoned, ‘counted’
righteousness of Christ. And it’s not your righteousness. It’s His.
Where sin abounds, and only where sin abounds, does grace also abound.
Stop telling sinners that God’s grace is only sufficient for the non-sinful life.
Supposedly, like your non-sinful life.
Be very careful whom you exclude from the kingdom of God. In truth, you
are able to exclude only one person. And that’s the very one you don’t want
to exclude. It is a faithful, faith-filled, saying, worthy of all acceptation, that
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. Do you really understand
that? It’s sinners He came to save. Real sinners. Not pretend sinners. And
He came to save no one else. And it’s not only sinners like them. It’s even
worse sinners. Like you.
Heaven is only for sinners. No one else will be allowed in.
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Let all the sinners in. God knows what to do with them once they’re inside.
He is judging a righteous judgment where even the publicans and harlots
come in. Do you understand that the phrase “publicans and harlots” is synonymous for ‘really bad sinners’? And astonishingly, Jesus declares that the
‘really bad sinners’ always come in before the very ones who say “the really
bad sinners can’t come in.” That’s the way God does it. Just the contradictory opposite of what seems right to us. He sees sinners by faith. Not by
appearance. By the gospel. Not by the law.
You should see sinners the same. He requires it.
It’s the only way you’ll really know that He sees you the same way.
Smite your own breast. Not someone else’s.
And say “God be merciful to me, a sinner.”
Now that is a righteous judgment.
And according to Paul, what will sitting in the Judge’s seat, instead of the
defendant’s seat, get you?
But after thy hardness and impenitent heart
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against
the day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God.
If you judge others, Paul says, you’re going to be a very rich man. You will,
on judgment day, have treasured up for yourself, wrath against the day of
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God. That judgment
won’t be the spurious judgment you’ve been issuing, but rather, it will be
the righteous judgment of the real Judge. He’s saving that judgment especially for all those who would impersonate Him and judge their fellow defendants and make a mockery of His Gracious and Merciful Court. And
that kind of riches, just like earthly riches, will not spend well on judgment
day.
You are not the judge. You were never the judge. You will never be the
judge. You are the defendant. And you cannot be the judge and be the
defendant simultaneously. Do you not understand? That would be an insurmountable conflict of interest.
You must sit in the defendant’s seat. And no where else. And you must be

The Contradiction of Judgment

313

very quiet. And let your Lawyer do His work.
Otherwise, thou art inexcusable. Thou art indefensible.
And you who are judged are instructed to hold your peace and remember
that the one who judges you will one day soon be a very rich man.

Chapter 18
The Contradiction of God
The notion of God as Father is the ultimate contradiction. Over 300 times
in the New Testament, the word Father is used to describe God. In the Old
Testament, the word Father is not used even once in the same sense. Jesus
came for one purpose and one purpose only: to reveal God as Father. All of
His words and all of His works served that one grand purpose. Because the
law is written in your heart, and not grace, apart from the revelation that
comes only through Jesus, you simply cannot conceive of God as Father.
Here’s how Jesus explained it to His disciples:
These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs:
but the time cometh, when I shall no more speak
unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew you
plainly of the Father. At that day ye shall ask
in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will
pray the Father for you: For the Father himself
loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have
believed that I came out from God. I came forth
from the Father, and am come into the world: again,
I leave the world, and go to the Father. His
disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou
plainly, and speakest no proverb.
( John 16:25–29)
315
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No one had ever even imagined God as Father before.
O righteous Father, the world hath not
known thee: but I have known thee,
and these have known that thou hast sent me.
And I have declared unto them thy name,
and will declare it: that the love wherewith
thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.
( John 17:25–26)
For the first time ever in the history of the world, Jesus declares the unimaginable aletheia: God is your Father. And what does your Father really look
like?
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me. If ye had known me, ye should have
known my Father also: and from henceforth ye
know him, and have seen him. Philip saith unto
him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth
us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long
time with you, and yet hast thou not known me,
Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father;
and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?
( John 14:6–9)
He that hath seen Me, Jesus says, hath seen the Father.
The Father looks like Jesus. The Father does not look like Moses. Study
the photo. You need to know the difference. Because according to Jesus,
what distinguishes those who have eternal life and those who don’t is just
one thing: you either know the Father, as only Jesus shows Him, or you
don’t.
These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his
eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may
glorify thee: As thou hast given him power
over all flesh, that he should give eternal
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life to as many as thou hast given him.
And this is life eternal, that they might know
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent.
( John 17:1)
The Father doesn’t look like Moses. The Father looks like Jesus. And not
as Moses, says the writer of Hebrews.
And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face,
that the children of Israel could not stedfastly
look to the end of that which is abolished:
But their minds were blinded: for until this day
remaineth the same vail untaken away in the
reading of the old testament;
which vail is done away in Christ.
(2 Corinthians 3:13–14)
The Father also doesn’t sound like Moses. The Father sounds like Jesus.
For ye are not come unto the mount that
might be touched, and that burned with fire,
nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest,
And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words;
which voice they that heard intreated that the
word should not be spoken to them any more:
(For they could not endure that which was
commanded, And if so much as a beast touch
the mountain, it shall be stoned,
or thrust through with a dart:
And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said,
I exceedingly fear and quake:)
But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
and to an innumerable company of angels,
To the general assembly and church of the
firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to
God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just
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men made perfect, And to Jesus the mediator of
the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling,
that speaketh better things than that of Abel.
(Hebrews 12:18)

The Father doesn’t condemn sinners like the law of Moses condemns sinners. The Father justifies sinners like Jesus justifies sinners.
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness.
(Romans 4:5)
For God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through
him might be saved.
( John 3:17)
And that’s the whole problem. Many who call themselves the Church, who
insist that they speak for God, speak not to the sinners of this world with
the loving voice of the Father, but rather, with the voice of Moses.
They would have you believe that God condemns sinners for their sins.
That God judges sinners for their sins. That God rejects sinners for their
sins. The way they tell it, God sends the Pharisee home justified and the
publican home condemned.
But nothing, nothing in the entire universe, could be further from the truth
about the Father.
What is the most miraculous work of God that there is? Is it not the salvation of sinners? Of the very worst kinds of sinners? Of the very vilest
kinds of sinners? Is the miraculous work of God not, above everything else,
the amazing grace and the astounding mercy extended, without deserving
merit, to the most debauched of sinners? Did He not come into the world,
strictly and only, to save sinners? (1 Timothy 1:15)
“Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a what like me”?
Don’t get confused. God saves only wretches. And He saves no one else.
And when you get so confused about the real nature of the work of the
Holy Spirit, and the real eternal goal of God, and the real power of His sinjustifying resurrection, that you begin to believe that those who offer His
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grace to the very worst among us are actually doing the work of the devil,
have you not committed blasphemy?
They assigned His healing work to the devil and Jesus Himself called it
blasphemy. Will you now assign His saving work to the devil and think that
He won’t call it the same? They assigned that which was only temporary to
the devil and He called it blasphemy. Will you now assign what is eternal
to the devil and think that He won’t call it the same?
Stop saying that it is the work of the devil when those who are truly sinful
lay claim to Christ’s forgiveness. That is the work of God. And that is the
only work of God.
Do you not understand? The more sinful you are, not the less sinful you are,
the more grace you get.
Stop telling people that the more sinful you are, the less grace you get.
Where sin abounds, grace does much more abound. Only where sin abounds
does grace much more abound. Look around you. Where does sin abound?
That’s where you’ll find the work of God abounding. And absolutely no
where else.
But God, who is rich in mercy,
for his great love wherewith he loved us,
Even when we were dead in sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ,
(by grace ye are saved;)
And hath raised us up together,
and made us sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
That in the ages to come he might shew
the exceeding riches of his grace in his
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.
For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.
For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
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which God hath before ordained
that we should walk in them.
(Ephesians 2:4–10)

Whose work is it? His. For we are his workmanship.
And whose work is it not? Yours. Not of works, lest any man should boast.
And what will be the eternal theme of His display? That in the ages to
come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward
us through Christ Jesus. Are you so confused that you think that in the ages
to come the theme on display will be your own sweaty work of righteousness
and not His eternal grace and kindness?
Being justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.
(Romans 3:24)
Do you not understand what the word freely means? It means “without a
cause.” When you look into your own soul to find sufficient cause for His
justification, you must find none. Stop telling anyone else that they must find
some. Stop thinking that you provide sufficient cause for your justification
by your righteous behaviour, but someone else, who is more sinful in your
estimation than you are, does not.
The redemption, your redemption, is in Christ Jesus, not in you. Therefore, their redemption, anyone’s redemption, everyone’s redemption, is also
in Christ Jesus, and not in them. Stop telling them that their redemption
must be in them, like you think your redemption is in you.
And how, by what manner and means, through what, are you now saved?
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.
It’s not of you. It’s not in you. It’s not of your works. It’s not in your works.
It is a gift and nothing else. It’s in Christ. And it’s of Christ. Your exclusion
of any other sinner from His grace, no matter what is their sin, is nothing
other than the boast on your part that you are deserving of what you got
from God because of your works, but they are not, because of theirs.
Your boasting is nothing less than blasphemy.
Either you will extend His grace, as He most certainly does, to the most
sinful you can imagine, knowing that in the ages to come, it will be the most
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sinful by which His grace is most gloriously displayed, or you will find that
the grace that you needed Him to extend to you is not.
You cannot lock the Door to anyone else, and still go in yourself.
But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of
heaven against men: for ye neither go in
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that
are entering to go in.
(Matthew 23:13)
Do you really want to stand before God on judgement day and tell Him
how you faithfully guarded the door so that none of those undeserving ones
could come in?
Do you really think that He’ll say to you on that day, Well done, thou good
and faithful servant? Good job of keeping the truly sinful out?
My friend, I don’t even want to be standing close to you on that day as you
lift your voice in the highest praise you can imagine, saying, God I thank
thee that I am not as other men are.
Don’t be confused. If you’re confessing that to Him now, you’ll also be confessing that to Him then.
Repent of your righteousness. Christ, in the cross, has already taken care
of your sinfulness.
The Father loves sinners. Sinners who are sick with the sickness of sin.
Period. And if you’re not sick, the Physician that the Father has sent will
do you no good.
Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me,
believeth not on me, but on him that sent me.
And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me.
I am come a light into the world, that whosoever
believeth on me should not abide in darkness.
And if any man hear my words, and believe not,
I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world,
but to save the world.
He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words,
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hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father
which sent me, he gave me a commandment,
what I should say, and what I should speak.
And I know that his commandment is life
everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore,
even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.
( John 12:44–50)

Simply said:
For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved.
( John 3:16–17)
It’s an utter contradiction to believe that God thinks nothing like you and
you think nothing like God. Believe and confess it anyway. And it’s an utter
contradiction to believe that every man is a liar and only God is true. Believe
and confess it anyway. And it’s an utter contradiction to believe that truth
is only what you hear from Christ and nothing of what you see for yourself.
Believe and confess it anyway. And it’s an utter contradiction to believe that
you’re not really righteous and your faith is only counted for righteousness.
Believe and confess it anyway. And it’s an utter contradiction to believe that
God wills for your life in this world a cross and death and not a crown and
life. Believe and confess it anyway. And it’s an utter contradiction to believe
that God receives only sinners and always rejects the righteous. Believe and
confess it anyway.
Go back to the temple for one more look. You’ve been told that the justified
one looks like that guy standing over there inventorying his successes. And
that your goal should be to look like him, to talk like him, and to act like
him. But Jesus says differently. See the one in the corner over there alone,
inventorying his failures? Jesus says you should look like him, talk like him,
and act like him. There’s only one going down to his house justified. And
it’s not the one they think it is.
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Who’s really failing and who’s really succeeding here? See the one reminding God of his righteousness? That’s the real celebratory failure. He’s celebrating the law’s failure to make him guilty. And though he doesn’t know
it, the publican, by a entire universe of contradiction, is actually celebrating
the law’s success in making him guilty. That’s why the angels in heaven are
celebrating with him.
Every man, without exception, is either a Pharisee or a publican. There
is no third category. You’re either confessing your righteousness, or you’re
confessing your sin. Which are you confessing?
Then drew near unto him all the publicans
and sinners for to hear him.
And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying,
This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.
(Luke 15:1–2)
Yes He does.
Let all the publicans and sinners continue to draw near and continue to hear
and continue to be received. And let all the scribes and Pharisees continue
to judge both the ungodly and the Christ who justifies only the ungodly.
That’s the contradiction of God.
God thinks nothing like you think He thinks.
That’s what Isaiah thinks. And that’s what Paul thinks. And that’s what
Jesus thinks. And that’s what the Father thinks.
But then again, that’s just how God tells it.
You, of course, may disagree.
Apparently, most people do.

